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CoxTexTs or Cuarrenr I.—Preliminary Remarks.—The Berlin Decrce.—Rigorous execution of the Decree.—
British Order in Council. 7th Jan., 1807.—The Order in Council though strietly just. not perhaps the best
course open to the British Government.—The United States raise no voice aguinst Buonaparte’s Decree.—The
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Preliminary remarks. AN historical narrative | discovers that the errors of human conduct
which wilfully offunds against truth, or distorts | have given him an enemy where, in the ties
it to serve party purposes, is an imposture ; ' of common language and race, Divine Provi<
and one that is devoid of feeling is a skeleton : !dcnce, he might argue, had designed that he
the one, unprincipled ; the other, spiritless and ishould find & fricnd. The late war with the
forbidding. We, in the discharge of our hum- i United States, is not the only contest in the
ble office, will strive to eschew both ; keeping ' world's history, which warns us that the per-
clear, to the best of our ability, of the lively, ' manent peace of nations, is not to he implicitly
but prejudiced and dixingenuous political ; trusted to the mere physical circumstance of
pamphlet, on the one hand; and of the, their being “ gentes unius ladii;" yet the con-
dry and meagre outline of the mere an- | sciousness that we have fought, even in self-
nalist, on the other. We write, jealously | defence, with those who speak the same tongue

observant of truth, so far as we can discern it;
but, at the same time, we are not ashamed to
confess thit we write with emotion,—as from
the heart,—and a heart too, which, to its last
pulsation, will remain true, we hope, to the
glorious British constitution. To tell of gradual
estrangement and final collision, where nature
herself, no less than interest, urged to close
alliance ; to recite the afflicting details of war,
where peace, to either side, was in an emin

ent degree prosperity, happiness, and wisdom;
—this is our undertaking, and the occasion of
it we well may, a8 we do, most conscientiously
deplore. In such a strife of brothers, victory,
even on our own gide, is not recorded without
pain,—the pain which a man feels when he

and claim the same lineage with ourselves,
will be felt to damp the ardor of triumph in
the morent of victory, and to cloudits remem-
brance afterwards. To this feeling we are not
insensible; yet, at the same time, it would be
affectation in us to disguise the satisfaction we
derive from the conviction that the War of
1812 wasattended with,at least,one good result,
It shewed that Canada, as to her deliberate
preference of British connection, and her devo-
tion to the British throne, was sound to the
heart's core. By declaimers in Congress—who
refused to hear the voice of reason from the
jast and sensible minority in that Legislature
—the loyalty of Canada was impeached,—
spoken of as a thing of nought, to be corrupted

~
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by the first offered bribe, detached from its
hollow adherence to British rule by the first
military proclamation, or daunted by the first
gleam of the Republican bayonets. Trans-
ported with the genuine spirit of democratic
inebriation, these Congress declaimers were
never able, for a moment,'to entertain the idea
of leyalty, superior to all the arts and enchant-
ments of democratic seduction, growing up
to any cxtent under the mild and equitable
and parental rule of Great Britain :—of filial
love incorruptible, inseparably weaving itsclf
round the time-honored institutions of a mon-
archy popular, free, and engrossing the hearts
ofits subjects. Disaftection, in their judgment,
prevailed far and wide in Canada : disaffection,
according to their confident but not very states-
man-like vaticinations, was to afford them an
easy conquest. The mass of our population
were to rush into their arms: very different
was the spirit which our invaders, when they
erossed the line, found amongit us,—-they
found a spirit, not fondly anticipating thcir
embrace, but sternly prepared to grapple with
them in mortal contiict ; not pliant for prosclyt-
jsm, Dt mezved for battle; and they found
that spirit (we sny—iT Tot-in-hitterness, but we
say it with honest pride), they foumi—ibet]
spirit too much forthem. Their invasion was
repelled; and with it were repelled likewise
their groundless imputations against the fidel-
ity and attachment of the Canadas to the parent
state.

~ Thus-had-Canada _the credit of contributing
her quota to the brilliant evidence which™ hifs=
tory supplies—in patriotic struggles and sacri-
fices such as the peasant-warfare of the Tyrol,,
and the conflagration of Moscow—that mon-
archy may evoke in its behalf a spirit of chiv-
alrous devotion, and implant a depth of religi-

and courage of the moment, to democratie fer-{-

vor, and infinitely superior to it in sustained
effort and patient endurance. ’

of our adversaries, sorry should we be—with
“olir Tyrs—epen.to_their merit—to depreciate
them as they, in their imperfecthnewledge of
us, depreciated our loyalty. Whilst we frankly
“bear testimony-to- their skill and their valor,
on the lakes and sea more especially; whilst
we confess that the energy and the success

with which they worked their diminutive navy
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commanded the respect, and even awakened
the fears of Great Britain; we do not forget
that their enterprise by land ended in discom-
fiture, and that Canada was greatly ifstru-
mental to that discomfiture. It was by the
side of a mere handful of Britizh troops that
our Canadian militia ackieved the cxpulsion
of the invading foc; and, what is more, we
do not regard it as an extravagant supposition
that, had the Mother Country been unable to
send them a single soldicer, but regular oificers
only, to discipline and lead them, their own
true hearts and strong aris—so ‘thoroughly
was their spirit roused—would, unaided, have
won the day. Be this as it may; Canada did
her part, and nobly too. Fur be it from us
to think of casting away or of unworthily
hiding the laurcls which she has gained;
though most sincere is our de-ire to interweave
with them for aye the olive branch of peace.
Many of her native sons who took up arms in
Ler defence, are still living amongst us, hon-
ored as they descerve to be; and so long as
they shall be spared to us (and may Almighty
God spare them long), we trust that political
vicissitude will not bring themn the mortitica-
tion of seeing the great principle of Dritish,

| supremacy for which they Lore the musket and

drc?ﬁiﬁ":r‘eul,\@l‘ling into anything like gen-
cral disrepute. An(f&ﬁ@ﬂ;*iﬂuhgﬂcncc tothe
common destiny of men, they shall FavTbesr_
removed, may their spirit long survive them,
animating the hosoms of an equally gallant and
loyal race in’ gencrations yct unborn, and
cherished 2s.a_pearl of great price by an affec-
tionate mother country, in ¥ tho adofiivn-and —
steady prosecution of a good system of colonial
government.” )

"We proceed now to take up, in the order of
time, the causes of the war.

The Berlin Decree, Placed in & positienof
218t Novemler, 1806 power, apparently im-

-pregnable; by his recent. victory of Jena (14th

Oct., 1806), which left the Prussian monarchy
prostrate at his feet : but smarting still with

the galling memory of Trafalgar, the French

Emperor dvemed the opportunity afforded hy
the complete humiliation of Trussia—faveras

could, the terrible blow inflicted by—Great —
Britain in the annihilation of his navy. Disa-



bled from attempting his revenge where the
ruinous catastrophe had befallen him,—on the
sea, from which his flects had been swept by
the skill and courage and maritime genius of
his island-foe; he put forth the full strength
of his passionate nature and his prodigious
encrgies to accomplish on the land, where his
arms had been hitherto irresistable, those plans
for the destruction of British commerce, which
—a3 Mr. Alison has described them—were
owing to * no momentary burst of anger or
sudden fit of exultation; but the result of
much thought and anxious deliberation.”
These plans were embodied in the famous
manifesto which is known by the name of “the
Berlin Decree,” having been issued on the 21st
November, 1806, from the subjugated court
of the unfortunate King of Prussia,

The Berlin Decree is anordinance familiar to
all, mainly throngh the medium of Mr. Ali-
son’s widely circulated hiztory; but in order
to make our present publication as complete
in itself as we can, we will introduce the cleven
articles of the Decree,* as they appear in that
admirable work to which, no less than to its
own extraordinary pretensions, the Berlin De-
cree is likely to be indebted for immortality.

It i3 undoubtedly cor-
rect to consider Buona-
parte’s anathema against British commerce as
being, in one sense, extravagant and frantic,
for it introduced a system of warfare unparal-
Jeled in the annals of civilized nations, and the
menaces it expressed very far exceeded the
ability of its author to carry them out. It iy,
however, quite contrary to fact, to represent
it as a mere cbullition of rage, and a procced-
ing utterly Quixotic and impracticable. It
said, in effect, to Great Britain,—* The French
Empctor declares that you shall have notrade;”
and, although the extinction of British trade
was greatly beyond his power, there is no
question that he was able to inflict upon it
and did inflict upon it, serious damage. The
Berlin Decree was far from being a vapoury
threat. It did not, by any means, resolve
itself into empty air, but was rigorously exe-
cuted ; and the losses known to have becl{ suf-
fered under its operation werc in many in-
stances extremely severe.  In the Hans
Towns, for example, the proprictors of Fnglish

Riguroua execution
of the Decree.

#* See Decrea at end of chapter,
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merchandise were glad to be allowed to com-
pound for their valuable goods with the large
payment of £300,000. The Berlin Decree
obviously, then, was not—as politicians in the
United States would have it—a dead letter.

Pressed by this un-
usual and threatening
emergency,the British Ministry were evidently
forced to adopt defensive measures.  Accord-
ingly, on the Tth Junuary, 1807, the Order in
Couneil, which will be found in the note
below,* was issued,—being the first of those

British Order in
Council:"ith Jan. 1807,

® BRITISH ORDER OF COUNCIL,

At the Court at the Qureen’s Palace,  January
1, 1807,

PRESENT,
The King’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

“Whereas the French Government has izsued
certain orders, which, in violation of the usages of
war, purport to prohibit the commerce of all neu-
tral nations with his majestys dominions ; and also
to prevent such nations from trading with any
other country in any articles the growth, produce,
or manufacture of his majesty's dominions; and
whereaa the said Government has alzo tuken upon
itself to declnre all his Majesty’s dominions’to be in
a state of blokile, at a time when the fleets of
France and her allies are themsclves confined
within their own ports, by the superior valour and
discipline of the British uavy ; and whercas such
attempts on the part of the enemy would give to
his majesty an unqueationable right of retaliution,
and would warrant his majesty in enforcing the
same prohibition of all commerce with France,
which that power vainly bopes to effect against
the commerce of his majesty’ssubjects, a prohibi-
tion which the superiority of his majesty’s naval
forces might enable him to support, by actuall
investing the ports and coaats ot the enemy vntz
numerous squadrons aud cruizers, so as to make
the entrance or approach thercto manifestly dan-
gerous ; and whereas his majesty, though unwilling
to follow the example of his enemies, by proceed-
ing to an extremity so distressing to ull nations
not engaged in the war, and carrying on their ac-
customed trade, vet feels himself bound by a due
rezard to the juat defence of the rights and inter-
est3 of his people, not to suffer such measures to
he taken by the enemy, without taking some
steps on his part to restrain this violence, and to
return upon them the evila of their owninjustice ;
hiz majesty is thereupon pleased, by and with the
advice of his privy council, to order, and it is
herehy ordered, that no vessel shall be permitted
to trade from one port to another, both which ports
shall belong to, or be in the possession of France
or her allies, or shall be 2o far under theircontrol
as that British vessels maynot freely trade thereat ;
and the commanders of his majesty’s ships of
war and privateers shall be, and are hereby in-
structed to warn overy neutral vessel coming from
apy such port, and destined to another such port,
to discontinue her voyage, and not to proceed to
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two memorable Orders which, unhappily, con-
tributed to aggravate the prejudices previously
entertained against Great Britain by a large
majority of the inhabitants of the United
States, and supplicd the ostensible, but—as
circumstances, to be hereafter noticed, entitle
us to argue—not the real ground for the War
of 1812, It is well to bear in mind that this
Order was not the production of a Tory Min-
istry} but of a Whig Cabinct, headed by Mr.
Fox,—a man who will hardly be charged with
any bias towards the arbitrary exercise of the
influence and power of the British Crown. It
is still more important to remark that, when
Mr. Munroe, the United States Minister in
London, communicated the Order to his
government, he did so with comments expres-
sive of concurrence and satisfaction. * The
spirit of this Order,” obscrves Mr. Alison, “was
to deprive the French, and all the nations sub-
jeet to their control, which had embraced the
Continental system, of the advantages of the
coasting trade in ncutral bottomns: and, con-
sidering the much more violent and extensive
character of the Berlin Decree, there can be
no doubt-that it was a very mild and lenient
measure of retaliation.”
The Order in Coun-
cil though strictly just,

not perhaps the best
course open 1o the

The issuing of the Or-
der in Council, though

Briti<h Government.  just and defensible, was,
perhaps, an infelicitous proceeding.  The
British Government might have tried mstead
one or other of two expedients, cither of which,
as matters turned out, would probably have
answered better than that which was adopted.
If they would not have been justified in treat-
ing the Emperor’s fulmination with contempt ;
they might—on the one hund—have paused,
- at least, to ascertain whether neutral powers
would acquiesce in his furious enactment.

any such port; and any veszel, afler being so
warned, or any vessel coming from any such port,
after a reasonable time shall have been afforded
for receiving information of this his majesty’s
orders which shall be found proceeding to another
such port, shall be captured and brought in, and,
together with her cargo, shall be condemned as
lawful prize. And his majesty’s principal secret-
aries of state, the lords comunissioners of the

adniiralty, and the judges of the high court of

admiralty, and courts of vice admiralty, are to take
the necessury mearures herein as to them shall
respectively appertain.

‘W. FAWKENER.

This would have put the United States to the
test. Had they acquiesced, their French sym-
pathics would have stood confessed, and the
pretext of a gridvance—not discovered until
an interval of some months had elapsed*—in
the Order in Council, would have been com-
pletely shut out; had they remonstrated;
that would have been taking part with justice,
and Buonaparte might have given way. Or—
on the other hand—the boldest course of all
might have been pursued, and the whole
strength of our irresistible navy sent to lay.
waste the French coast from Ostend to Ba-
yonne, which would soon have brought Buona-
parte to reason, and made him consider deliver-
ance from such a scourge—the severity of
which he had good cause to know and dread
—cheaply purchased by the abrogation of his
Decree.  The Dritish Government, however,
resolved on a middle coursc; and publicshed
the “ Order in Council,” which, whilst it was
insufficient to repel the violence of the enemy,
assisted afterwards to bring on collision with
a ncutral power. Still—as we have said. and
will repeat—the Order in Council, if it were
comparatively feeble and inefficient, stands
nevertheless, as to justice, on a position per-
fectly unassailable,

The United Sintes  The alternative of ob-
rize no voice agamst N . . .
Buonaparte’s Decree.  Servant inactivity might

have been tried at the outset; but certainly
could not have Leen long maintained ; and
must have given place soon to energetic resist-
ance. Whilst the Berlin Decrce was being
unsparingly executed, the ncutral nations of
Denmark, Pertugal, and the United States—
by abstaining from remonstrance—received it,
as we are warranted in considering, with at
least rilent acquicscence. The silence of the
United States is the more to be deplored,
because that country—remote from the theatre
of war, and completely securc from any at-
tempt of Buonaparte to shut up its ports—
might have spoken out in frank and honest
terms with safety. It is to be regretted, how-
ever, that the current of public feeling had
already begun to set the other way., When
tidings of the first aggression on the part of
the French Emperor reached them, no voice

* The first notice of it js to be found in the Pres-
ident's angry message of October 27, 1807.

~
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of public indignation was raised ; no authori- | to sea, off Cape Henry, and in a few hours
tativ®document cmanated from the govern-|came up with her. On being hailed \iy the
ment indicating, even indirectly and in the | Leopard, and receiving an intimation that the
mildest terms, their sensc of the outrage which | Captain of that ship desired to send a message
had been commiited by the oppressor and'on board the Chesapeake, the commander of
trampler of Europe. Not a word even of the latter vessel, Commodore Barron, hove to;
expostulation was breathed by the great North : whereupon a lctter was sent by Captain Hum-
American republic—independent as it was of ' phries, covering an order from Admiral
Napoleon's iron-handed despotism, and deeply ' Berkeley, in which the men known to have
interested in British commerce; until the arm i been received into the American frigate, and
of French violence fell heavily on the ships | alleged to be deserters from the Melampus,
of its own citizens; and, even then,—although | were designated by name and claimed. Com-
confiscation followed on confiscation, and mil- | pliance with the order was refused by Com-
lions of francs accruing from the sequestration ' modore Barron, who replied by letter to
of American property cnriched the French | Captain Humphries, denying that he had the
treasury,—the tone adopted by the President | men, intimating his unwillingness to permit
of the United States towards the French gov- [ the search, and adding that his crew could not
ernment, though petulant enough, was gentle ' be mustered for examination by any other
and plaintive and supplicatory, compared with ! ofticers than his own. Captain Humpbhries,
the strong and angry language frequently ad- | on recciving this reply, fired a broadside into

dressed from Washington to ministers and ;

plenipotentiaries of Great Britain,

The aflair of the
Chesapeake,22d June,
1607.

Whilst dissatisfaction
was thus too cvidently
increasing on the part of the Government and
inhabitants of the United States, an inauspi-
cious enforcement of the right of search, by
H. M. ship Leopard, against the American
frigate, Chesapeake, contrilmted still further
to agitate the public mind.

As it was known that several British sca-
men had deserted from different ships and
vessels of . M. navy, whilst lying at anchor
in Hampton Roads, Va,, and that, after the
whole body of the descrters had openly pa-
raded the strects of Norfolk, under the Ame-
rican flag, and protected by the Magistrates
of the town, four of them, at least, had been
received on board the U. S. frigatc Chesa-

the Chesapeake, to which the latter vessel re-
turned a few shots, in a confused manner ; the
Leopard then repeating her fire, the Ameri-
can frigate struck her colors. A boat was
then put off from the Leopard; and the men
were discovered and removed. In this affair
Ithe Chesapeake had three men killed and
cighteen wounded, amongst the latter of whom
was Commodore Barron; besides which the
damage done to her hull and masts was con-
siderable. The captured deserters were taken
to Halifax and tried; and one of them, being
! found guilty of piracy and mutiny, was hanged.
[t is a circumstance worthy of notice,—as
evincing on the part of the U. S. navy at the
time a spirit gallant and resolute enough,
though too irascible,—that Commodore Bar-
ron was censured and suspended soon after-

wards by a naval court, for not preparing bis

when there was

vessel more fully for acti 3
peake, Admiral Berkeley, then in command of | fufficient time to do so, and thus incapacitat-

the North American station, issued instruc- |ing himself from making more than the slight
tions for their requisition and removal,—the ! and very ineffective resistance which he offered
deserters having been previously demanded, | This collision between the two vessels was
but without effect, by the British Consul at, specially unfortunate at such a juncture 4 but
Norfolk, as well as by the Captains of the | the hasty procceding of the President of the
ships from which they had deserted. Aboutl United States served to make matters vastly
one month after the issuing of these instruc-; worse. On the 2nd July following, he sct
tions,—afterwards disavowed by the British forth precipitately an angry proclamation, in
Government, as an improper extension of the ' which, after reciting the transaction, in lan-
right of search {o armed vessels,—Captain ! guage calculated to inflame the public mindin
Humphries, of H. M. ship Lcopard, T4 guns, |a very high degree, he peremptorily * required
on the 22nd June, followed the Chesapeake |all armed vessels bearing commissions under
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the Government of Great Britain, then within
the harbors or waters of the United States,
immediately dnd without any delay to depart
from the same, and interdicted the entrance of
all the said harbors and waters to the said
armed vessels, and to all others bearing com-
missions under the authority of the British
Government.”* This, in its bearing, was a
hostile measure ; for, at the same time that
this interdiction of British vessels was pro-
claimed, the fleets of France had free access
to the ports from which their enemies were
thus imperiously excluded. And this step
was taken, before the President knew in what
light the British Government would view the
act of its officer. The proclamation was, to a
considerable extent, a retaliation of the vio-
lence complained of, for, by the sudden stop-
page of supplies, it caused no small inconve-
nience and privation to many of H. M. vessels
at that time in the harbours of the United
States ; whilst at the very moment when this
method of self-redress was put in execution, a
demand for satisfaction and reparation had
been despatched to the British Government.
That Government, before any suit for satisfac-
tion had reached it, disavowed the act on the
ground that “the right of search, when ap-
plied to vessels of war, extended only to a
reguisition, but could not be carried into ef-
fect by actual force.” Captain Humphrics
was recalled and Admiral Berkeley suffered
the severe disgrace of being superseded. In
this frank and honorable spirit did the British
Government,—before one word of complaint
or expostulation had been borne across the
Atlantic,—promptly and spontaneously testify
their concern at the mistaken proceedings of
their officer, and their cordial desire to make
reparation. It will be apparent, we think, to
every one that their treatment of the affair
exhibits, in a very strong light, the Presi-
dent’s proclamation as a measure premature
and unjustifiable.

Right of Search,t In the American mer-

* American Weekly Register, 28th Sept., 1811.

+ Extract from Mr. Sheffey’s speech in the
House of Representatives, on the bill to raise ah
additional military force—January, 8, 1812 :—
¢“ He protested agninst waging a war for the
protection of any other than native born American
seamen, or thosc who were citizens when the inde-

chant service, about the time of the war, there
were between thirty and fiffy thousand of our
scamen employed, many of them deserters,
and liable to be reclaimed as such ; and, as to
the rest, their impressment was just as lawful
from a merchant vessel of the United States
as an English vessel; for surely their having
sought the service of the United States,—
probably for the very purpose of evading that
of their own country in the hour of peril—did
not absolve them from their allegiance, nor
render nugatory the established law of nations,
that “ every State has a ~ight to the services
of its subjects, and especially in time of war.”
On the trial of the men taken from the Chesa-
peake, it was shown that three of them were
unquestionably American citizens, but that
they had entered the service of Great Britain
voluntarily : the fourth, who was convicted of
piracy and mutiny, and for these crimes
hanged, was a native British subject.

We can readily understand that American
scamen, whether native or naturalized—lan-
guage, garb, appearance, and other character-
istic peculiarities being the same in both cases,
—may have been now and then mistaken for
British seamen, and, as such, impressed
into the service of Great Britain; but there
is positively no proof, cither that the im-
pressment was ‘made with wilful disregard
of ascertained origin, or that the mistake

pendence of the country was achieved. It was
enough to protect them while they remain within
our territorics, Within these wo had a right ta
make regulations, But we had no right to make
regulations on the ocean, which would conflict
with the pretensions of all civilized nations, who
claimed the allegiance of their native born sub-
jects either by the divine right of the governors,
or by implied compact. He should not inquire
whether these claims wore compatible with the
rights of man. It was sufficient that they grew
out of the established usages and principles of
civilized kingdoms, which we had no right to
controvert out of our own limits. Ife weuld
therefore not protect any other than natural Am-
erican citizens on the occan. We did not deny
the right of England to scarch for property; she
went further, and claimed the privilege of searche
ing for her seamen.  The similarity of our man-
ners and language occasioned her to abuse the
privilege in some cases by the impressment of our
seamen. This was not an abuse of principle but
of honor. And before we go to war with herfor
impressment he would make her this effer: he
would agree not to let any man enter our mer
chant veseels bup a natural citizen of these Unit.
ed States.”



like the wrong and the suffering depicted in a
proclamation of the President of the United

States,—in which document it is stated, that
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occurred so frequently as to involve nnyt,hing!whilst this exciting topic was in debate, in-

stances were occurring of merchant vessels of
the United States placing themselves under
British convoy. Cases such as these, however,

% under pretext of searching for her seamen, | were no doubt rare; for, to say nothing of the
thousands of American citizens under the safe- ' hostile interpretation likely to e put upon

guard of public laws, and of their national fiag,
have been torn from their country and from
everything dear to them.” The question, as
it happens, was discussed, soon after the decla-
ration of war, by an ‘“ American Crmizey,” a

them by France had thcy heen numerous,
there was, we fear, but little inclination on the

I part of citizens of the United States, to seck

protection under the guns of a British ship of
war.  Still, few as they were, they may serve

member of the local legislature in one of the ; to suggest the reflection, how readily the
New England States, and evidently a man of ta- I'national feeling on both sides might have heen
lent and education. From a vigorous and Incid ' conciliated into firm and mutually profitable
pamphlet, published by this writer, in opposi- | friendship, had the United States been able to
tion to the intemperate policy of his govern-® perceive at once—as Washington had striven
ment, weborrow the following extract bearing that they should perceive—that their in-
on the “right of search :"— [ terest, no less than their origin, bound them

““The whole number of sailors pretended to have 'to Great Britain ; and had they sincerely and
been impressed from our ships, for fificen yeara Strenuously labored, under that persuasion, to
past, was 6258, out of 70,000, and of which, all: suppress their strangely misplaced and deeply
but 1500 have been restored.  Of this remainder, . prejudicial sywpathy with France ; a coun-
at least one half are probably British scamen, and ; try, at that time the very antithesis of a
of the residue it is probuble that at least another | popular State; ambitious, mereiless, despotiz-
moiety entered voluntarily. The whole number  ing; seeking to enslave the rest of Furope, and

’
of British seamen in their marine, or public ahips! he:sc]fvirtllxllly enslaved by as thoroughpaced
only, is 150,000, and in their merchnut ships, over ! a tyrant as the world has ever seen.
whom they have a perfect control, 240,000, Is
it probable, we ask, .that. for the sake of gninin.g The Treaty of Tilsit
1500 seamen, they would hazard the peace of their | 150, and Milan Des ) - .
country.”* croa, (7th July, 1807) having

‘What the United States should have done, . secured the adhesion of Russia to the Con-
is simply this :—they should have taken eflec- tinental league, and established Buonaparte in
tual steps to prevent the entrance into their : his coveted position of supreme arbiter of the
service of British seamen, during the war with * destinies ofthe Continent,it beeame imperative
France. This would have put a stop at onceto on the British Government to enact a niore
the gricvance. Instead of doing this, the mer- - effcctual measure than the Order of the Tth
chant service of the United States offered them ' JJanuary, which not only was, in its actual
double the pay given to a scaman in a British  bearing, comparatively lenient and mild; but
ship of war, besides not disdaining to use other ' had been very generally evaded, and afforded
mors directallurements ; ro that, whilst Great : to Great Britain little or no protection against
Britain was striving to rally round her stand- | the extreme and unserupulous proceedings of
ard all the stout hearts and stalwart arms she ) her adversary. In this condition of affairs,
could bring together of her oirn xonsin a strug- | on the 11th November, 1807, the Order which
gle for existence, the States of Maryland, North | we give below was issued* To this Order
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia were
employing—for lucre’s snke—three foreign
geamcen to one native American.

British  Order in
Council. 11th  Nov.,

* The Government on this oceasion were well
i supported by Parliament—in the Upper House by
u majority of 127 to 61 ; in the Lower by 214 to
, 94.—Alison, vol. 3, p. 539,
. ORDEE IN COUNCIL
, At the Court at the Queen's Palace, the 11th
of November, 1807, present, the king's most
Excellent Majesty in Council,

“Whereas certain orders, establishing an un-

fome merchant ves-
sels of the U. 8. under
British convoy.

It is a curious and signi-
ficant circumstance that,

® Mr. Madison's War, by a New Enghmdl
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Buonaparte, on the 17th Decembcr of the
same year, replied by his Milan Decree,which

precedented system of warfare against this king-
dom, and aimed especially at the destruction of
its commerce and resources, were some time since

issued by the government of France, by whichi

“the British Islands were declared to be in a
state of blockade,” thereby subjecting to capture
and condemmation all vessels, with sheir cargoes,
which should continue to trade with his majesty’s
dominions :

Aund whereas by the same order, ‘“all trading
in English merchandise is prolubll.ed and every
article of merchandize belonging to England, or
coming from her colonies, or of her mn.uuﬁncture,
is declared lawful prize :”

And whereas the nations in alliance with France
and under her controul, were required to give, and
bave given, and do give, effect to such orders :

And whereas his majesty’s order of the ith of
January last has notanswered the desired purpose,
either of compelling the enemy to recall those
orders, or of inducing neutral nations to interpose,

with effect, to obtain their revocation ; but, onthe !
contrary, the same have been recently enforeed :

with increased rigour:

And whereas his najesty, under these circum-
stances, finds bimeelf compelled to take further
measures for asserting and vindicating his just
rights, and for supporting that maritime power
which the exertionsand valour of his people have,

under the blessing of Providence, enabled him to;

establish and maintain; and the maintenance of

which is not more essential to the safety and pros- :

perity of his majesty's dominions, than it is to the
protection of such states as still re‘ain their inde-
pemlcnce and to the general mttrcourse and hap-
piness of mankind :

His majesty is therefore pleased, ln and with
the advice of his privy council, to order, and it is
hereby ordered, that all the ports and places of
France and her allies. or of any other country at
war with his majeaty, and all other ports or places
in Europe, from, which. although not at war with
his majesty, the British flag is excluded, and
all ports or places in the colonies belonging to his
majesty’s enemies, shall, from henceforth be sub-
ject to the same restrictions in point of trade and
navigation, with the exceptions hercinafter-men-
tioned, as if the same were actually blockaded by
his mnjesty’s naval forces, in the most strict and
rigorous manner :—And itis hereby further ordered
and declared, that all trade in articles which are
of the produce or manufacture of the said coun-

tries or colonies, shall be deemed and counsidered !

to be unlawful ; and that every vessel trading from

or to the said countries or colonies, together with -

all goods and merchandize on board, and all
articles of the produce or manufacture of the said

countrics or colonies, shall be captured, and con-,

demned as prize to the captors,

Butalthough his majesty would be fully justified,
by the circumstances and considerations above;
recited, in establishing such system of restrictions
wish respect to all the countrics and colo-
nies of his enemics, without exception or quali-
fication ; yet his majesty, being nevertheless
desirous not to subject neutrals to any greater in-

put the finishing stroketto his excommunica-
tion of Great Britain.*

convenience than is absolutely inseparable from
the carrying into effect his majesty’s just deter-
mination to counteract the designs of his encmies,
and to retort upon his encmies themselves the
conscquences of their own violence and injustice ;
and being yet willing to hope that it may be pos-
sible (consistently with that object) still to allow
toneutrals the opportunity of furnishing themselves
with colonial produce for their own consuruption
and supply ; and even toleave open, for the present,
such trade with his majesty’s enemies as shall be
carried on dircetly with the ports of his majesty's
dominions, or of his allies, in the manner herein-
after mentioned :

His majesty is therefore pleased further to order
that nothing herein contained shall extend to
subject to capture or condemnation any vessel, or
the cargo of any vessel, belonging to any country
not declared by this order to be subjected to the
restrictions incident to a state of blockade, which
shall have cleared out with such cargo from some
port or place of the country to which she belongs,
cither in Europe or Amcrica, or from some free
port in his majesty’s colonies, under circumstances
in which such trade from such free ports is per-
mitted, direct to some port or place in the colonics
of his majesty’s enemies, or from those colonies
direct to the country to which such vessel belongs,
"'or to some free port in his majesty’s colonies, in
sucn cases, and with such articles, as it may be
lawful to import into such frec port ;—nor to any
vessel, or the cargo of afy vessel, belonging to
i any country not at war with his majesty, which
; shall have cleared out under such regulations ag

his majesty may think fit to prckcrlhe and shall
i be proceeding direct from some port or place in
this kingdom, or from Gibraltar or Malta, or from
any port belonging to his majesty’s nllics, to the
port specified in her clearance :—nor to any vessel
or the cargo of any vessel, belonging to any coun-
i try not at war with his majesty, which shall be
coming from any port or place in Europe which is
declared by thiz order to be subject to the restric-
tions incident to a state of blockade, destined to
some port or place in Europe belonging to his
majesty, and which shall be on her voyage direct
thereto ; but these execeptions are not to be un-
derstood as exempting from capture or confircation
any vessel or goods which ghall be liable thereto
in respect of having entered or departed from
any port or place actually blockaded by hismajesty'a
gquadrons or ships of war, or for heing enemies’
property, or for any other cause than the contra-
vention of this present order.

And the commanders of his majesty’s ship= of
war and privateers, and other vesscls actingunder
his majesty’s commisrion, shall be, and are hereby
instructed to warn every vessel which shall have
[pu—
| ® IMPERIAL DECREE.

Rejoinder to his Britannic Majesty’s Order, in
Council, Nov. 11, 1807.—At our Royal Palace,
at Milan. Dec. 11, 1807.

Napoleon, emperor of the French, king of Italy,
and protector of the Rhienish Confederation :—

Observing the measures adopted by the British
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Di'-‘l:';;i':g {'":lela @V can sympathise in ' now exposed. The occan, whose waves had
Staten i the distress to which the " borne for years vast wealth to their shores,

United States, the only ncutral power, were | whilst it was strewn with the wreck of Furop-

commenced her voyage prior toany notice of thia|  Obzerving that by these acts the British govern-
order, and shall be destined to any port of France, | mentdenationalizesships of every nationin Europe;
or of her allics, or of any other country at war: that it is not competent for any government to
with hix majesty, or to any port or place from which ; detract from its own independence and rights,
the British flag as aforesaid is excluded, or to any : all the sovereigns of Europe having in trust the
colony belonging to his majesty’s enemies, and ' sovereigntios and independence of their flag ; that
which shall not have clearcd out as is here-before | if, by an unpardonable weakness, and which, in
allowed, to discontinue her voyage, and to proceed | the eyea of posterity, would be an indelible stain,
to somie port or place in this kingdom, or to Gib- I such a tyranny was allowed to be established into
raltar or Malta ; and any vessel, which after having ! principles, and consecrated by usage, the English
been 80 warned, or after a reasonable time shall : would avail themselves of it to assertit as a right;
have been afforded for the arrival of infor- ' as they have availed themselves of the intolerance
mation of this his majesty’s order at any port or | of governmients to extablish the infamous principle,
place from which she sailed, or which, after having ' that the flag of a nation doesnot cover goods, and
notice of this order, shall be found in the prose- | to give to their right of blockade an arbitrary ex-
cution of any voyage, contrary to the restrictiona | tension, and which infringes on the xovereignty of
eontained in this order, shall be captured, and ! every state; we have decreed, and do decree, as
together with her cargo, condemned as lawful i follows:
prize to the captors. ‘ ArT. I. Every ship, to whatever nation it may
And whereas countries, not engaged in the war, i belong, that shall have submitted to be searched
hf“’_e. acquiesced in these orders of France, pro-. by an English ship, or to a voyage to England, or
hibiting all trade in any articles the produce or| shall have paid any tax whatsoever to the English

manufacture of his majesty’s dominions ; and the:
merchants of those countries have given counte- !
nance and effect to those prohibitions, by accepting

from personsstyling themselves commercial agents

of the enemy, resident at neutral ports, certain

documents, termed, * certificates of origin,” being

certificates obtained at the ports of shipment,

declaring that the articles of the cargo are not of
the produce or manufacture of his majesty's

dominions, or to that effect:

And whereas this expedient has been directed
by France, and submitted to by such merchants,
as part of the new system of warfare directed
against the trade of this kingdom, and as the most
effectual instrument of accomplishing the same,
and it is therefore esseutially necessary to resist
it:

His majesty is therefore pleased, by and with
the advice of bisprivy council, to order, and it is
hereby ordered that if any vessel, after reasonable
time shall have been afforded for receiving notice
of this his majesty’s order at the port or place
from which such vessel cleared out, shall be found
carryingany such certificate or document as afore- ;
said, or any document referring to, or authentica- |
ting the same, such vessel shall be adjudged lawful |
prize to the captor, together with the goods laden |
therciu, helonging to the person or persons by
whom, or on whose behalf, any such document
was put on board.

And the right honorable the lords commission-
.ers, &c. are to take the necersary measures herein
as to them shall respectively appertain.

W. FAWKENER.

Government, on the 11th of November last, by
which vessels belonging to neutral, friendly, or,
even powens the allics of England, are made liable |
not only to be searched by English cruisers, but
to be compulsorily detained in England, and to
bave a tax laid on them of 80 much per cent. on
the curgo, to be regulated by the British legisla-
ture:

wovernment, is thereby, aud for that alone, de-
clared to be denationalized, to have forfeited the
protection of its king, and tohave become English
property.

“II. Whether the ships thus d-nationalized by
the arbitrary measures of the English government,
cuter into our ports, or those of our allies, or
whether they fall into the hands of our ships of
war, or of our privateers, they are declared to
be good and lawful prizes.

“III. The British islands are declared to be in
a atate of blockade, both by land aud gea.  Every
ship, of whatever nation, or whatsoever the nature
of its cargo may be, that saila from the ports of
England, of those of the Euglizh colonies, and of
the countries occupied by English troops, is good
and lawful prize, as coutrary to the present decree;
and may be captured by our ships of’ war or our
privateers, and adjudged to the captor.

1V, These measures, which are resorted to
only in just retaliation of the barbarous system
adopted by England, which assimilates its legisla-
tion to that of Algiers, shall cease to have any
effect with respect to all nations who shall have
the firmness to compel the English government to
respect their flag.  They shall continue to be
rigorously in force as long as that government
does not return to the principle of the law of
nations, which regulates the relations of civilized
statea in a state of war. The provisions of the
present deeree shall be abrogated and null; in fact
as soon as the English abide again by the princi-
ples of the law of nations, which are also the
principles of justice and of honour.

¢ Al our ministers are charged with the execu-
tion of the present decree, which shall be inserted
in the bulletin of the laws.

(Signed) ¢ NAPOLEON.
“By order of the Emperor, the Secretary of
State.

(Signed) ¢“H. B. MaRer.”
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ean navies, had ccased to be to them a safe
highway to commercial affluence. Their
ships, liable to be captured by one or other of
the belligerents, could only at great risk carry
on their commercial intercourse with cither.
“ But it must be remembered that the United
States, not having interfered when their inter-
position might possibly have checked Bona-
parte, and perhaps recalled him within the
limits of international law, made no cffort to
arrest and remove at once the original cause
of their subsequent misfortunes; so that it is
impossible to say how far they had themselves
to blame for those misfortunes.Y That the
attitude which they might have assumed, had
they chosen, was likely to have some influence
on Bonaparte, can hardly be doubted. He
thought it worth his while to manceuvre in
various ways—at one time pillaging, at another
flattering them —in the hope of cither driving
or coaxing them into a war with (ireat Britain.
Their policy, therefore, was not a matter of
indifference to him; so that we may not ven-
ture to say with what effect remonstrance
from that quarter might not have been attended.
As to the cminently characteristic avowal of
attachment,—*Ilis Majesty loves the Ame-
ricans,”—which, after a while, he thought
might answer his purpose better than spolia-
tion, the pcople of the United States have no
doubt made up their minds by this time as to
what interpretation they ought to put on that
declaration—as to whether it be genuine regard
or shameless effrontery. His protestation of
love may be accepted for what it was worth;
but the fear of compelling the United States
to throw themselves eventually into the arms
of Great Britain might have induced him to
treat a remonstrance from that republic with
at least some respect.
Fruper and ropentey - 1t was pleaded by
by the United Stntes, France, and the plea xas
echoed by the United Statces, that the British
blockade of May, 1806, as constitnting the
first aggression, justified the Berlin decree;
but the two cases were, in principle, widely
different. The blockade declared by Great
Britain embraced no greater extent of coast
than the immense strength of the British Navy
supplicd the means of adequately watching;
and special pains were taken heforchand, by
communication with the Admiralty, to ascer-

" tain whether the coast lirom the Elbe to Brest

could be guarded, and the blockade effectually
enforced. The French Empceror, on the other
hand, proclaimed the blockade of the entire
coast of the British Isles,—no half-dozen ports
of which could he have actually invested with
his navy, shattered and almost extinguished
as that had been, by the gigantic victories of
Great Britain at sca. Thus to attempt, by
means of & wrathful manifesto what the law
of nations recognizes as the function only of a
sufficient naval force —which naval force he
had not—was an outrage on international law,
not surprising in the man to whom the rights
of nations were a fiction, and treaties medi-
tated treachery and violence in masquerade ;
but it is incongruous and startling that such
an outbreak of lawless and anti-commercial
rage—such a mercantile excommunication of
Fngland, as we may call'it,—should have cver
found apologists on this side of the Atlantic,
amongst a people, like the inhabitants of the
United States, animated by an ardent spirit of
commercial enterprise, and claiming, even in
advance of Great Britain herself, the posses-
sion of free institutions.*

The perfect honesty
of the plea of absolute
necessity, advanced by
the British Government, agrees with their
liberal and even munificent treatment of the
United States, in regard to the commerce of
that country, as a neutral State, prior to the
Berlin Manifesto. In 1803, when hostilities
with France were renewed, the commanders
of His Britannic Majesty’s ships of war and
privateers, were instructed ‘not to seize any
ncutral vessels which should be found carry-
ing on trade directly between the colonies of
the enemy and the neutral country; provided

Liberality of the
British  Government
before the Uerlin and
Milan Decrees.

* Nine-tenths of the revenue of the United
States was at this time derived from commerce ;
yet their bias lay with a man who was a dowuright
hater of commerce ; who evinced a sort of funati-
cal malice against commerce. His policy was to
make France independent of commerce (a scheme
wilder than the Crurades!); and in his efforts to
realize this, he literally attempted to force natdre
herself into subservience to him :—‘Enacting
penal statutes to force the cultivator of the
soil to employ his land in endeavouring to raise
certain products in a climate ungenial to their
growth : to plant heet instead of corn ; and cotton
and tobacco and indigo, where nature never in-
tended them to grow.”
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that such ncutral vessel should not be snpply-'lonce on its author’s head,” and as such, &
ing, nor should, on the outer voyage, have | meayyre of just retaliation.

supplied the enemy with any articles contra- B vetof U _
band of war, and should not be trading with; = (l:.:::f‘:s 25th Dec, v I.);:fn::htei ﬁ;(l’;:i t:;:
any blockaded, (that is, uctzally blockaded,) m,n. . Amted Slates Minis
porte™ The generosity, and tho value of this +at Paris—General Armstrong—were received
7 ) . "ashi: (Y »
indulgence,—for indulgence it literally was, ' at W nshfngt'o n on the lﬁth. December, 1807,
. . from which it appeared plainly that the con-
arc to be appreciated from the fact, that ithad = . ) R’ . .
been a law generally understood and nctcd!hscallon of the American ship florizon® was
upon for a century, at least, that “a neutral has vmerely the tirst enforcement of a rule which
* ’ * N O . ) H ] .
no right to carry on a trade with the colonies! thu, l;lr ench gf)‘vcrnm]e nt ':nt.cndcd to _l:m;‘:; '
of one of two, or more, belligerent powers ini and that, con=equently, it was no part of the

. .1 Emperor's policy to excanpt the United States
ime of war,” Great Britain, however, during' ; !
time of war e ! “ & from the operation of the Berlin Deeree.  In-

ntest with revolutionary France, relaxed N .
her conte y : i telligence .was bronght at the same time,

i e in 179 till further in 1798
th;]s rule " l‘ *, 'nml St t lu ! ‘cr_lt al t’ 'through London papers of the 12th Novem-
waen r}fnn::&?::: :;:q ﬂglf a:‘l_o:‘ ::)\:"tlslt rl.::li'x: ! ber, to the effiet “ that orders in council were
9 » Frenel an'i : ders 1
carry the p N - . ‘ about to be issued, declaring France and the
colonics, cither toa British port, or to any one ; -

of their own ports. This relaxation had thc;conntrws under her control in a state of

. . : blockade, a reference no doubt to the orders
effect of throwing the French carrying trade! ’ .
N AR i "dated the day before, but which had not then

almost wholly into the hands of the United, . .
. been published, and were not until a week
States, and fromit the commerce of that coun- . - | ..
m i . afterward."t At this period it was that the
try prospered amazingly,—gzveat wealth being . . ..

. . . 2 first step in the way of commercial restriction
realised hy American merchants, who were taken by the United Stat N \
able to make a luerative profit out of British ' Was taken by the Taited Slates. - An cmbar

. go was laid on all the shipping in their ports,
muniiicence, and, as it was shown, to the de-: . g

. Lo - the measure being recommende:l to Congress,
triment of British commerce,  Everr <o lateas - - <.

. i . . 1on the mere responsibility of the exccutive,}
1806, when, to arrest the farther introduction | . N L

i P . _ . “and passed with the utmost precipitation. “It

of supplics into France from the United States, D nrohibited the depart loss b ial
N WOLI)] Y CPa NS )

the bluokade from the Elbe to Bre~t was tlc-'ll. ’ ll.l N rlbﬂ( cp;)x “T‘;' ‘Lm (';s ¥ spect 1

clared, the intercsts of the American Repullic §/T¢6H0R 01 the Besident, of any vesse

i N . X . i from any port of the United States bound to
were specially consulted, in an e:\planntmnlnny forcign country, except foreign armed

communicated by Mr. Fox to Mr. Monroe, ! R Ve A

that “such blockade should not extend tolvesscls possessing  public  commissions, and

prevent neutral ships and vessels laden with :foreign merchant shins in ballast, or with such
beine €l X i Majexty's | CAT50 as they might have on board when no-

goods, not being the property of His Majesty’s] & € Al . i

encmics, and not being contraband of war tified of the act. Al registered or sea-letter

from apyroaching thcini d coasts. and cntor’ | vesuels—the latter denomination including fo-

’ by L,y - —_
ing into and sailing from the said rivers nnd. * 'Phis waa the first confiscation of American

ports” We dwell complacentiy upon these i property under the Berlin decree, and occurred
concessions; we regard them with national | on the 10th November, 1807, The Horizon had

e, N X ‘e L1 accidentally been stranded on the French coast ;
pride; for they shew conclusively that the and the ground of confiscation was that the cargo

disposition of our Government towards the ' consisted of merchandise of British origin.— 2il-
Amcrican Union was the very reverse of ar- dreth.

bitrary, sclfish, or oppressive. Now, if sub-l + Hildreth.

sequently to the publication of the French| { On this occasion John Quincy Adams, who
decro2s, Great Britain was compelled to adopt  had recently abandoned the federal party and,

a different course, who, with a knowledwe of - unhappily, had lent the aid of his remarkable
N oy e T ° | powers to the democrats, supported the govern-
her previous liberality, will suspect that any . ment with vehement zeal.  * The President, he

desire to iinpair the trade of the United States, | urged, has rccrl»m I‘ 1 ()lnilq e on hi;

. . ihigh responsibility. would not comsider.
entered into her motf\.es, ox" t.hnt the step was would not deliberate, I wouid act. Doubtless the
other than, as the British Ministry rt.:presented President possesses such further information as
it to be, an equitable * retorting of his own vio- | will justify the measure.”
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reign-built vessels owned by Americans—
which, during this restriction frém forcign
voyages, might engage in the coasting trade,
were to give bonds, in double the value of the
cargo, to re-land the same within the United
States. “Thus"—Mr. Ilildreth forcibly remarks
in regard to the legislative proceedings of his
own countrymen on this occasion—*on the
mere recommendation of the executive, alimost
without debate, with closed doors, without
any previous intimation to the public, or op-
portunity for advice from those most able to
give it, wasforced through, by night sessions,
and the overbearing determination of a ma-
jority at once pliable and obstinate, an act
striking a deadly blow at the national indus-
try, and at the means of livelihood of great
numbers ; the real nature and inevitable ope-
ration of which scem to have been equally
misapprehended by the cabinet which recom-
mended, and by the supple majority which
conceded it.” The embargo thusimposed was
afterwards made still more stringent by sup-
plementary measures denouncing severe pen-
alties, and excluding foreign vessels from the
coasting trade altogether.

On the 25th Decem-
ber Mr. Rose, envoy extraordinary of Great
Britain, arrived in the United States, with in-
structions from our government to offer repa-

Mr. Rose’s Mission.

* “Tn whatever apirit that instrument was is-
sued, it is sufficiently obvious, that it has been
roductive of considerable prejudice to his ma-
esty’s interests, as considered to his military and
other gervants in the United States, to the honor
of his flag, and to the privileges of his ministers
accredited to the American government. From
the operation of this proclamation have unavoid-
ably resulted effects of retaliation, and self-assumed
redress, which might be held to affect materially
the question of the reparation due to the United
States, especially inasmuch as its exccution has
been persevered in after the knowledge of his
Majesty’s early, unequivocal, and unsolicited dis-
avowal of the unauthorized act of Admiral Berk-
eley—hie disclaimer of the pretensions exhibited
by that officer to search the national ships of a
friendly power for deserters, and the assurances
of prompt and effectual reparation, all communi-
cated without loss of time, to the minister of the
United States in London, 80 as not to leave a
doubt as to his Majesty’s just and amicable inten-
tions. But his Majesty, making every allowance
for the irritation which was excited, and the mis-
apprehensions which existed, has authorized me
to proceed in the negotiation upon the sole dis-
continuance of measures of so inimical a ten-
dency.”—>Mr. Rose to Mr. Madison.

ration for the affair of the Chesapeake. There
was an indispensable preliminary, however,
that the President’s proclamation* of the 2d
July should be previously withdrawn. Before
this should have been done, he stated that he
had no authority to enter on any negotiation,
and even declined to specify the reparation
which he was empowered to offer. As the
President declined recalling the proclamation
Mr. Rose returned home, and the settlement
of the difficulty was postponcd.

Public feeling in  Throughout theirrita-

the Swtes unfriendly . . .

10 Great Britain. ing discussion which en-
sued, the disposition of the American Repub-
lic is to be taken into account, as cvidently
operating to protract and embarrass negotia-
tion.—That disposition was unquestionably
the reverse of amicable towards Great Britain.
Whilst the effort was made to remain strictly
neutral, the heart of the nation was not in its
profession of neutrality. Ever since the acces-
sion of the Democratic party to power under
Mr. Jefferson—who was inaugurated into his
first Presidency on the 4th A arch, 1801—the
war spirit against Great Britain was steadily
growing up, with some few exceptions, agnongst
the inhabitants of the United States/ Under
the administration of that rigid republicanand
philosopher of the Rousseau school, the idea
of quarrelling with Great Britain seems to have
become, by degrees, palatable rather than
otherwise to the party who raised him to the
chief Magistracy, and these formed a large
majority. We do not forget, however, that
in the very respectable minority, chiefly in the
Eastern States, who participated not in the
defiant spirit so widely cherished and exhib- )
ited towards Great Britain, were to be found
that sterling part of the nation who, in point
of fortune, talent, education, moral and religi-
ous principles, have always compared most
favorably with the rest of their countrymen.

It is evident that the well known prevalence
of a predilection for France and antipathy
towards her adversary, must have materially
influenced, in & manner injurious on either
side to just and reasonable and advantageous
policy, the controversy which preceded the
declaration of war.

Whilst Great Britain had reason to be ex-
tremely cautious in negotiation, for, as we shall
see hereafter, France had laid a deep plot
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against her through the United States !—the i was highly prejudicial to the United States,
latter country, on the other hand, would jeal-; Their commerce had received the severest
ougly, but most unworthily, guard against con- ; blow it had yet suffered, from the hands of
ceding, except for its own obvious benefit, and ! their own rulers. Despair settled on the minds
not always even then, anything likely toiof all who depended for their livelihood on
strengthen the hands of the British Govern-|the sea. Merchants gloomily anticipated the
ment in the terrible contest it was waging with ! time when their ships should sink beside their
that colossal despotisin which threatened to' wharves, and grass grow in their strects. The
bear down and obliterate, beneath its wither- British Order in Council—they said—had left
ing tread, the last vestige of free institutions : them some traflic, but the acts of their own

in Europe.*

Additions to the U,
8. troops voled by

made to the army of 6,000 men, to be cnlist-
ed for five ycars unless sooner discharged.
Authority was likewise given to him to raise

100,000 troops ; whilst a subsidy of five millions
of dollars was voted for the establishment of!

the arsenals, and for other military supplics.

Effect of the Em-

The effect of the em-
targo.

bargo and its supple-
mentary exacerbations—as we may style the
rigorous enforcement-acts which followed it—

® In his message to Congress of 5th Novem-
ber, 1811, Mr. Madison, at that time president,
spoke thus with reference to what he termed
tsthe hostile inflexibility” of Great Britain—
¢ Congress will feel the duty of putting the Unit-
ed States into an armour and an attitude demond-
ed by the crisis, and corresponding with the
national spirit and expectations.” But four
years before, upon the passing of the embargo
act, The Intelligencer, an official journal, did not
hesitate to write in this inflammatory strain :—
% The national spirit is up. That apirit is inval-
uable. In case of war it is to lead us to conquest.

In such event, there must cease to be an inch of
British ground on this Continent And this!

was when the second Order in Council had only
been heard of, but not yet made public. With a
vernment, 8o fiercely thirsting for strife with
ritain, was friendly negotiation likely to be suc-
cessful? Was an amicable adjustment of diffi-
culties possible with the spirit which posscssed
them? Hildreth cites a remarkable incident
which exhibits, in a strong light, the unhappy
hostility to England at this period (1807-8). How
strong and prevalent this antipathy to England
was, %nlly appeared on the floor of Congress. A
by Livermore, of Massachussetts, that,
since the United States were driven by invincible
necessity to choose between the belligerents, a
as well for commercial intcrests as for the
independence of nations, ought to induce them to
side with Great Britain, was received with mark-
od indignation, almost as if there had been
something treasonable in it.”

On the application of
Congress, with sup- the President at this
Plies- time, an addition was

i legislature had cut every thing off. By men
who were never tired of asserting their free
"and inalienable right to the highways of the
jocean, the ocean had been treacherously
abandoned.

Non~intercourse For the embm‘gﬂ wag
Act, 1st March,1308.  gubstituted, on the 1st
March, 1808, a non-intercourse act, whereby
all comnmercial transactions with cither of the
belligerent powers was absolutely prohibited,
but the embargo was taken off as to the rest
of the world. This act, however, contained
a clause (§ 11. ) authorizing the President,
by proclamation, to renew the intercourse
hetween America and either of the bellige-
rent powers who should first repeal their ob-
noxious orders in council or decrces, * This
non-intercourse act"—observes Mr, Alison—
had the cffect of totally suspending the trade
between America and Great Britain, and in-
flicting upon both these countries a 10ss tene
fold greater than that suffered by France, with
which the commercial intercourse of the Uni-
i ted States was altogether inconsiderable.”

8d March, 1809. Nothing of note oc-
rcurred between the passing of the non-
intercourse act and Mr. Jefferson’s retirement
from his second term of office on the 3d of
March, 1809. Iie declined presenting himself
' for clection a third time, both becausc—as
he stated—he considered a third tenure of
| office would be alien from the spirit of the con-
i stitution, and because, as it secems, he was
'thoroughly weary of the cares and distrac-
tions of public life. On the eve of his retire-
ment into private life his language was this
—*never did prisoner released from his
chains feel such relief as I shall on shaking
off power.” 1le was a man of great ability;
but, unfortunately, both for Great Britain and
his own country, his strong anti-British pre-
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Jll(ll(‘cs stood very much in hm way in adml- not stlﬂed whcn republicanism in France had
nistering, with impartiality and wisdom, the! been fairly shackled and put under-foot by

government with which during cight years mlhtnry and imperial despotism ; so that his
he was entrusted.  We can make allowance heart, it scems, still went lovingly with the
for the perplexities and annoyances of the | ruthless suldiers of France, even whén the
timne during which lie held the reins of power; | “gacred” flame of republicanism had long
but, hiadl Washington been in his place, with | vanished from the points of their swords.

his dignificd and sagacious views of relations  But, if Mr. Jeilerson's administration, in point

with Great Britain, we have little doubt that 'of French predilections, was bad, that of Mr.,
he would have brought his country through : Madison, hissucceasor, was vastly worse. Both
the dark and trying time, not by nourishing . rwere decided in their bias towards Napoleon
the war-spirit as Jcffurson did, but by firmly ' Buonaparte ; but whilst the former was too
facing and repressirg it. It was an inauspi- ' dextrous and wary to be made the tool of
cious circumstance that, just at that critical French intrigue, the latter—there is too much
time, the chief magistracy of the United :reqson for believing—was completely entan-

States should have been vested in & man
whose heart was f{illed with hatred of Great ;
Britain; and who had more than once patron-
ized and placed in positions of authority dis-
affocted suhjects of the British Crown*  Li-
berally endowed, as he unquestionably was,
with natural talent, this was greatly recom- .
mended and rendered in a very considerable
degree practically influential, by agrecable
manners and plausible address.  As to his
reiizous opinions, we Liclicve that all that can
be said in their favor iz this—that he admired
the morality of the Gospel. Iis belicf in:
any of the articles of the Chiistian faith what-
socver would scem equivocal, if on no other
account, from his letter to the notorious Tho.:
mas Paine, in which he invited that avow cd,
and immoral enemy of divine revelation tol
the bosom of his couatry, with “prayers|
for the success of his wseful labors.,” A dis- I
ciple—as he was—of that philosophy which |
overthrew thie throne of the French monarceh,
and bronght its unhappy occupant to the|
guillotine, his sympathies were thoroughly '
~with France and against Great Britain.  Nur-
tured under the congenial associations of |
French republicanisin,t his, sympathies—as |
with many others of his countrymen—were

* Duane, for example, to whom Mr. Jefferson
gave a colonel’s commisaion in the U. 8. militia,
and the editerial eharge of the Aurora newspaper,
had been shipped oft Just before from Calentta—
having been detected in attemnpts to excite dis-
turbanoe and insurrection in that city.

+ We do not mean to say he approved of its
bloody atrocities : perhaps the wildest democrat

Coflice, and interdicted all circulation.

in the United States would have hesitated there.

gled in its toils.

(To be continued.)

BERLIN DECREE.

1. The British islands are placed in a state of
blockade. 2. Every species of commerce and
communication with them i prohibited ; all let-
ters or packets addressed in English, or in the
Faglish characters, shall be scized at the post-
8. Every
Brjtish subject, of what rank or condition whate-

“ver, who shall be found in the countries occupied

by our treops, or those of our allies, shall be
made prisouers of war, 4. Every warehouse,
merchandize, or property of any sort, belonging
to a subject of Great Rritain, or coming from its
nn'mf wetories or colonies, is declared good pn:e.
Commierce of every Kind in English goods is
i probibited ; and every species of merchandize be-
longing to England, or emanating from its work-
shops or colonn-a is declared "ood prize. 6. The
half of the coufiseated value shall be devoted to
indemnifying thoze merchants whose vessels have
- been geized by the English cmucr« for the losses
which they have sustained. 7. No vessel com-
ing diveetly from England, or mn of its colonies,
or having touched there since the pnl)hcatlom of
the pre\ent. decree, shall be reccived into any har-
bour. 8. Every vessel which, by means of a fulse
(h claration, shall lave eftected such, entry, ghall
be liable to scizure, and the ship and cargo shall
be confiscated, as it they had also belonged to
England. 9. The prize court of Puris is intrusted
with the determination of all Juestions arising out
of this decree in Franee, or the countries occupied
by our armic3; that of Milan, with the decision of
all similar questions in the kingdom of Italy. 10.
This decree shall be communicated to the kings
of S&pain, Nuples, Holland, and Etruria, and to our
other allics, whose subjectshave been the victims,
like our own, of the injustice and barbarity of
English legislation.  11. The ministers of foreign
nﬂ.urvx, of war, of marine, of finance, and of jus-
tice, of pohco and all po«tmnﬁters, are charged,
each in his own departinent, with the execution
of the present decree.”
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CHAPTER 1L

From the commencement of Mr. Madison’s Adminisiration to preparations for War.

dth Murch, 1811, ......

PONTENTS,

Mr.. Madison’s Inaunzuration, 4th  Mareh,
1809, —Negotiation of Mr. Ereskine with Mr,
Madison.—Rejoicing in the United States.—
Mr. Erskine’s areangement disavowed by the
British Government.—Mission awl Recall of

Mr. Jackson.—Decree of Ramhouillet; May

oo 12tk Junuary, 1512,

'stimulated by the complete cessation of com
"mereial intercourse produced hy the war, has
,rendered the market which (reat Britain
' now finds in the United States for her manu-
! factures, greatly inferior to what it ought to

' have been, considering the rapid increase in

18%th, 1810.—Pretended Revoeation of the  the population of the neighbouring republie,
French Decrees; 1st November, .INI"-—?:nul to what 1t certninly would have been
French Seizures and Burnings still con-iy .4 g the war. At the time of Mr. Madi-

tinued..—Mr. Pinckaey’s departure from ! . N .
London : 1st March, 1511.—Engagement he- | “0n's accession, the Non-intercourse Aect of

tween the Unitad States frigate President, | the 1st March 1800 way, of course, in opera-
and His Britannic Majesty's sloop of wartyion which, it will be remembered, hore

Little Belt: 16th May, 1811.—The Presi-
dent's Wur Message : 4th November, 1811,
—TReport of Committee on Foreign Affnirs,
recommending the raising of 10,000 regulars
aud H0,000 militia ; 29th Nov er, I1811.—
Numbers voted increazed to M) regular
troops: 12th January, 1812.—Was there, to
any extent, a seeret understanding between
the United States and Frunce.

Mr. Madima'’s Inau- My, Jefferson, with
face. it March, whoro retirement from
office wo closed our last chapter, was suc-
ceeded by Mr. Madison, who, on the 4th
March 1809, took the oath of office, with the
ceremony usual on such oceasions, It may
bo taken as a hint of what was to be the
future policy of his country, in their efforts
to make themselves ax independent as pos-
aible of British manufictures, that he was
dreased at his inavguration “ in u full suit
of cloth of American manufactuie.”  The
circumstance was significant ; and sufficiently
evinced the determination of the United
States to continue indebted to Gireat Britain
for no more than was imperatively necessary.

tequally upon both of the belligerent powers ;
and contained a claune giving to the Presi-
dent the power of renewing trade with that
one of the two contending nations which
should first revoke its hostile edicts, so far
as these affected the United ?tates.

Nemotiation of Mr. iti
Erkiue with Sy, ytad. __ M- Rose, the B'nhsh
ron, Envoy hefore mentioned,

who returned home, re infecta, in the spring
of 1808, was succceded by Mr. Erskine. He
wan the son of the celebrated Judgo Erskine,
and a man of talent ; hut of a sunguine tem-
perament ; very favourably disposed towards
the United States, partly, no doubt, from
{his having resided there; and too readily
Ic-mﬁuling in the fair professions of those old
:l:u-livinns—.\lvssrs. Madison, Gallatin, and
i Smith, with whem, during lis newotiation,
i he had to deal. When we make the remark
! that these last named gentlemen had tho
P advantage of Mr. Erskine in the way of expe-
! rienee and ingenuity, we do not wish it to be

The President’s attire indicated the spirit of | understood that we consider them as having

the nation: and that spirit, still further

2]
-

I made promises to the British minister which
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they had no intention of performing. On
the contrary, the embarrassments of Mr.
Madison’s administration, in consequence of
the non-intercourse act which he inherited
from his predecessor, were so vexatious at
the time that Mr. Erskine entered on the
negotiation, that the President was in the
humour of making concessions; and if he did
make very material concessions to Grent
Britain, during that negotiation, we must
regard them as extorted by his difficulties,
without considering that ho had it in view
afterwards to evade them. Messrs. Smith
and Gallatin, with apparent frankness and
great freedom, spoke to Mr. Erskine of the
favourasble views and intentions of their
government; Mr. Madison with greater cau-
tion ; but all with an air and manner of sin-
cere friendship, of the genuineness of which
Mr. Erskine appears to have been fully con-
vinced; in which Mr. Canning, on the other
hand, at that time British Secretary for
Foreign Affairs, scoms to have put little or
no faith at all. Mr. Canning, we feel con-
vinced, was not very far wrong in his low
estimate of tho alleged friendliness of Mr.
Madison’s administration generally ; but in
this particular instance we could have wished
that the secretary’s sagacious scepticism had
yielded to the confidence so gencrously re-
posed by tho young envoy in the protesta-
tions he received. In consequence of Mr.
Erskine’s representations of what he believed
to be an improvad temper and tone of fecling
in the United States, Mr. Canning—though
hestated that he could seo no symptoms of
the satisfactory chango suggested by Mr.
Erskine— sent him new instructions, in two
separate dispatches of the same date, (Jan.
23) ; one relating to the affair of the Chesa-
peake, the other to the Orders in Council.

In the former of these two dispatches,
ample reparation for the attack on the
Chesapeake was offered, in a promise that
the men taken from that vessel should be
restored ; whilst it was added, Ifis Majesty
would be willing, “ as an act of spontancous
generosity,” to make a provision for the
widows and orphans of the men who had
been killed in the action. The proffared
reparation was accepted ; but the official
note, intimating the President’s acceptance
of it, closed with the rude and most un-

gracious clauso,—inserted, as Mr. Smith _
aftorwards alleged, against his remon-
strances, and by Mr. Madison's express
dircction:—*“ I have it in express charge
from the President to state, that while he
forbears to insist on a further punishment
of the offending officer, he is not the less
sensible of the justice and utility of suck
an example, nor tho less persuaded that it
would best comport with what is due from
Ilis Britannic Majesty to his own honour.”
This impertinent lecture on the principles
of honor, addressed by Mr. Madison to Ilis
Britannic Majesty, was so deeply resented
by tho British Cabinet, that the negotiation
relative to the Chesapeake was immediately
broken off in consequence, and Mr. Erskine
was severely censured for transmitting &
note, containing language so discourteous
and unbecoming. Offensive as this breach
of propriety was, the British Cabinet, it
must be confessed, carried their resentment
of it too far, when they made it a reason for
withholding reparation for an acknowledged
wrong.

In regard to the Orders in Council, which
were tho subject of Mr. Canning’s other dis-
patch, the correspondence between Mr. Ers-
kine and Mr. Smith ended in an assurance
given by the former, that *Ilis Majesty’s
Orders in Council of January and November
1807, will have heen withdrawn, as respected
the United States, on the 10th June next.
“To which Mr. Smith rejoined, that the
non-intercourse act would be withdrawn, in
virtue of the powers conferred on the Presi-
dent by the act establishing it, from and after
the 10th of June;” and a proclamation, to
that effect, from him appeared the same day.

Rejofcing in the

The utmost satisfao-
United Htates.

tion was felt in the
United States by the Foderal party, and by
the moderate men at this favourable change.
On the 24th of April, five days after the issu-~
ing of the President’s proclamation declaring
the resumption of conumercial intercourse
with Great Britain, the auspicious event was
celebrated in New York by salutes of guns,
ringing of church-bells, splendid illumina-~
tions, and other demonstrations of publie
rejoicing. The scntiments of the Federal
Press appearced in articles proceded by
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headings such as these:—* Triumph of
Federal policy—No embargo—No French

party—A return of peace, prospenty, and
commerce.”

mﬁ‘mﬂ-&?& In proportion to this

British Government.  enthusiastic joy were the
depression in some quarters, and the indig-
nation in others, when, on the 20th July,
three weeks after the adjournment of Con-
gress, information reached the United States
that Mr. Canning had declared in the House
of Commons, that the arrangement made by
Mr. Erskino was wholly unauthorised by his
instructions, and that the government could
not ratify it. A very grave charge agninst
the good faith of the government was ad-
vanced by the opposition in hoth Houses of
Parliament ; and, in order to rebut this, the
instructions were eventually printed and laid
open to public inspection. Tho corrcctness
of Mr. Canning’s statement was then appa-
rent, viz.: that Mr. Erskine had acted not
only inconsistently with, but in contradiction
to his orders; and the opposition were
silenced. A comparison of the correspon-
dence between Mr. Erskine and the American
government with Mr. Canning’s despatch to
the former, does indced exhibit the alleged
contradiction in a very strong light; for,
whilst in the correspondence no mention is
made of any condition besides the withdrawal
of the Non-intercourse Act, Mr. Canning
in his despatch specifics three conditions on
_which the reeall of the Orders was to be con-
tingent. “First—the repealing as to Grent
Britain, but the keeping in force as to France,
.and all countries adopting her decrees, so
long as those decrees were continued, all ex-
isting American non-importation and non-
intercourse acts, and acts excluding foreign
ships of war. Second—the rénunciation by
the United States, during the present war,
of any pretensions to carry on any trade with
the colonies of belligerents, not allowed in
time of peace; and, third—the allowing
British ships of war to enforce hy capture
the American non-intercourse with France
and her allies.” With terms go express and
positiveas these before him, it scems amazing
that Mr. Erskine should have ventured to
eonclude even a * conditional agreement” as
he deseribed that into which he entered,

merely on the single condition of the with-
drawal of the Non-intercourse Act as re-
garded Great Britain. But the British En-
voy, though ready to put a liberal interpre-
tatwn on his instructions, was not so ven-
turous as might at first sight appear. Mr.
Madison—so uneasy was he under his poli-
tical dilemma, and so anxious to extricate
himself from it even with humiliation—had,
in words, conceded substantially all®the do-
mands of the British Government ; to make
those concessions definitive was beyond his
power, as it was indispensable to refer them
to Congress, which was not at that time in
session. Ilis perplexities lead us to the con-
viction that he would have kept his word,
and dons his best to obtain from Congress its
sanction of his verbally expressed under-
standing with Mr. Erskine. That gentleman
trusted to Mr. Madison’s good faith : Mr.
Canning, we suspect, did not. * The refu-
sal of the English Ministry to ratify Mr.
Erskine's arrangement,” writes Mr. Alison,
‘“although justified in point of right by
Napoleon’s violence, and Mr. Erskine's de-
viation from his instructions, may now well
be characterized as one of the most unfortu-
nate resolutions, in point of expediency, ever
adopted by the British Government ; for it
at once led to the renewal of the Non-inter-
course Act of the United States ; put an en-
tire stop for the next two years to all com-
merce with that country; reduced the ex-
ports of Great Britain fully a third during
the most critical and important year of the
war; and, in its ultimate results, contributed
to produce that unhappy irritation between
the two countries, which has never yet, not-
withstanding the strong bonds of natural in-
terest by which they are connected, been
allayed.” On the 9th August, in conse-
quence of the non-fulfilment of the Erskine
arrangement, the President issued a procle-
mation withdrawing the proclamation pre-
viously issued ; thereby leaving in full effect
the Non-intercourse Act both ngmnst Great
Britain and France.

Mission and Recall of

Mr. Erskine was
Ar. Jackson. ne re-

ealled, and succceded by
Mr. Francis James Jackson, who arrived at
Washington in the month of October. Ile
had done his country service at Copenhagen,
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fn the negotiation which preceded the seizure l
of the Danish fleet, a circumstance not likely
to recommend him to the government of the
United States. From the moment of his
landing to his departure in about 8 month's:
time, he was suhject to galling insults in:
different degrees, from the President, the
populace, and the press. Iis recall, at last. |
was requested by the United States govern-,
ment, @nd. of course, granted hy the British |
Cabinet, though without any mark of disap-'
probation on the part of his sovereign.

Decrec of Ramboulllet :

May Toth, 1810, The forbearance of the l

United States with France
was tried to the uttermost, and stood the
shock, in the Decree of Rambouillet—the
elimax of Freuch rapacity—issued on the
18th May, 1810. By this all vessels sailing
under the flag of the United States, or owned |
wholly or in part by any American citizen,
which, since the 20th May, 1809, had entered,
or which should thereafter enter, any of the

* porta of France or her colonies, or countries
occupied by French armies should he seized.
This act was carried into immediate execu-
tion ; the number of sequestered ships
amounted to one hundred and sixty, the value
of which was calculated at one million of
francs. Yet even this devastating sweep ex-
cited no war-spirit in the United States; there
was, to be sure, sharp and vehement remon-
strance about it; but the spoliation was
never resented as the grievances laid to the
charge of Great Britain were resented ; and
the French Emperor never atoned, nor even

. evinced the slightest disposition to atone,
for it.

Pretended Revocation
of the French Decrecs:  The Emperor of France,

1st November, 1810.  orowing impatient under
his ineffectual attempt to drive the United
States into war with Great Britain, thought
proper at last to affect a conciliatory policy
towards the North American republic, and
to try whatfairand plausible professions could
accomplish, Without any intention, as his
subsequent proceedings shewed, of keeping
his hands off their vessels, the confiscation of
which had all along furnished 8o convenient
a tribute to his impoverished exchequer,
Buonaparte determined, at least, to change

| the rights of neutrals.

his tone. The disappointment and dissatis-

faction prevailing in the United States in
consequence of the disallowance of the Ers-
kine arrangement gave him pleasure; and,
more particularly, the act against Great
Britain with which the session of Congress
had terminated was altogether to his taste.
The Duke of Cadore—his minister—was ac-
curdingly instructed to make to the Ameri-
can minister, Mr. Armstrong, the following
declaration, which was communicated in a
note dated 5th August:—** At present Con-
gress retraces its steps. Tho act of the 1st
March, 1809 (the Non-intercourse act as
regards France) is revoked: the ports of
America are open to French trade; and
France is no longer shut to America. Con-
gress, in short, engages to declare againat the
helligerent which shall refuse to recognise
In this new state of
things, I am authorised to declare to you
that the decrees of Berlin and Milan are re-
voked ; and that from the 1st November they
shall cease to be exceuted, it being well un-
derstood, that in consequence of this decla-
ration, the English shall revoke their Orders
in Council, and renounce the new principles
of blockade, which they have attempted to
establish, or that the United States shall
cuuse the right to be respected by the British.
The President of the United States with eager
delight laid hold of this conditional revoca-
tion : dependent though it was on a condition
which Buonaparte know very well, and Mr.
Madison might have known, too, was on the
part of Great Britain wholly inadmissable.
On the very next day after that on which it
was conditionally promised they should be
revoked, Madison issued a proclamation as-
serting that ‘ the said edicts Aave been re-
voked ;” and that ¢ the enemy ceased on the
first day of that month to violate the noutral
commerce of -the United States.” But the
President’s gratification was unwarranted,
and his proclamation premature. There had
been—as we shall see horeafter—no revoca-
tion.

Intelligence of this prospective revocation
of the French decress was communicated at
once to Mr. Pinckney, the United States Min- -
ister at London, who, without delay pro-
ceeded on the 25th August following to make
a formal call on the British Government to
repeal their Orders in Council. Lord Wel-



HISTORY OF TIIE WAR OF 1812.

21

lesley, very naturally, roplied that it would
be necessary to wait to see whether the
French decrees would be actually repealed.
Subsequently, when atemporary intermission
of French violence, together with the release
of some detained American vessels, afforded
color for the government of the United States
asserting, and probably at the time hoping,
that the French decrees had heen virtually

repealed, though no authentic document

beyond the Duke of Cadore’s note had ap-
peared to that effect ; Mr. Pinckney laboured
strenuously and repeatedly to prove go the
British Cabinet that those decrees ha¥uctu-
ally been repealed, and reiterated his de-
mands, that the Orders in Council should be
snnulled. Lord Wellesley replied that, * ad-
mitting the Duke of Cadore’s letter to be
oorrectly interpreted by Pinckney, as an-
nouncing a repeal of the French decrees to
commence absolutely on the firet of Novem-
ber, but conditional as to its continuance, or
the recall, within a reasonable time, of the
British Orders, he should not hesitate to
concede such a recall, had that becn the only
thing required. But there was another c¢on-
dition mentioned in that letter wholly inad-
missable—the renouncing what were called
¢ the new British principles of blockade.”

‘What France required was the relinquish-
ment by England of *‘ her new principles of
blockade;” an expression which unquestiona-
bly implied much more than a mere declara-
tion by the British Cabinet that, as a matter
of fact, the blockade of 1806 had, as an ac-
tual blockade, ceased to exist. We do not
see how the British Government could have
disputed that point, seeing it was a thing
obvious to the eyes of any man, that Lord
Keith’s ships no longer watched the const
between Brest and the Elbe; Lord Wellesley,
we consider, admitted as much, when he told
Mr. Pinckney that the blackade of 1806 was
included in the more extensive Orders in
Council ; that is, he admitted, wo take it,
that the line of coast originally confined hy
actual blockade was no longer in that predi-
cament; hut, in common with the rest of
France, affocted hy the retaliation of Buona-
parte’s own paper blockades. Butthis admis-
sion, expressed or implied, was not what
K¥rance wanted. Her view of the case was

this :—* Granting that Britain had 160 ves-
sels* to blockade thirty ports and harbours
of ours ; rhe did not invest those ports and’
harbours by land as well as by sea: and,
therefore, in our estimation, it was no actual
blockade. It was Great Britain’s new prin-
ciples of blockade. She must, notwithstand-
ing her immense naval foree, put that bloeck-
wle virtually on the same footing with the
Berlin and Milan Decrecs; she must deny its
existence, and—what we are especiallyaiming
at—she must acknowledgo ite insufficiency.
She must do thix before our promised repeal
of our deerees in favour of the United States
is to take effect ; and, in doing so, it is to be
dintinetly understood that in future, unless
she can beleaguer our senport towns hy land
ax well an by sen, there will be no actual
blockade.” That is, Gireat Britain was not to
shut up the French ports from foreign inter-
course, and debar them from foreign sup-
plies—how effectually soever she might he
able to do it with her powerful navy—until
her Peninsular heroes should have crossed
the Pyrences.  Then, if she chese, nhe might
use her tleets to co-operate with her troops
ou land.  The transcendent insolence of such
terms is equalled only by their prodigious
absurdity ; and yet this was what France
mennt by Great Britain “renouncing her
new principles of blockade.” These, or a
declaration of war by the United States
against Great Britain, were the conditions
on which the Berlin and Milan Decrees were,
by an anticipation, repealed as regarded the
United States. The French government, in
short, revoked, or more strictly promised to
revoke, their decrees in favour of the United
States, on the understanding that one of two
things was to follow: cither that Great Bri-
tain should he entrapped into the surrender
of her maritime sruperiority : of which being
in itself flagrantly absurd, France, we must
believe, entertained no expectation,—or that
the United States would go to war with
Great Britain: this Iatter alternative being,
as they no doubt imagined, the more proba-
ble of the two ; and which, within less than
two years, was the actual isgue of French
stratagem and Awerican irascibility.

* This was the force actually watching the
French coast in 1806.
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This revocation, then, which was so paraded
in publicdocumentsof Mr. Madison’s Admin-
istration, and triumphantly quoted both in
those documents and in Congress, as creat-
ing an irresistible claim on Great Britain
for the repeal of her Orders, was nothing
more than a revocation contingent on im-
possible conditions, and was, therefore, no
revocation at all. It was simply a pieco of
French intrigue, seen through without diffi-
culty by the British Cabinet, as a transparent
fraud, and failing, therefore, to draw Great
Britain into the snare ; but ultimately suc-
cessful in the other quarter; that is, in
aggravating the discontent felt by the United
States towards Great Britain, and contribut-
ing to bring on hostilities between those
4wo countries. Still, it might be asked,—
« Did this French stratagem preclude Grent
Britain from making a relaxation of her
Orders in favour of the United States, sup-
posing that good policy dictated such a step?”
Pledged to such a concession sho certainly
was not, for her pledge—as we have scen—
was based on nothing short of an absclute
and unconditional repeal on the put of
France, which was never made. But was
she not at' liberty to make the concession of
her own accord ? We think she waz, We
cannot seo that she was in the slightest
degree bound by any interpretation which
France might putupon ; by any extravazant
conditions which her furious adversary, in
her own distempered imagination and in-
flated protensions, might gratuitously attach
to such a concession. She was, it appears
to us, altogether in a position to take, and
to maintain her own view of her own policy,
and to say to the United States:— It will
be mutually advantageous that we should
discontinue the restraints which French
violence at the first compelled us to put on
y}mr commerce; and wo do so: wo strike
off the trammels we imposed; you, of

course, abrogating your retaliatory enaot-!

ments. It is true, the violence of France
continues ; for, as she has relaxed her De-
croos with an understanding utterly ridi-
culous,—on conditions surpassingly inequit-
able and absurd,—which can never he

falfilled, she has, in point of fact, not:
But your|
Non-Intercourse Act, and our Orders in:

relaxed those Decrecs at all.

Council, hurt both you and ourselves, infi-
nitely more than they annoy or injure France,
and this we judge to be a sufficient reason
for rescinding the Orders. This we are
rendy to do, without compromising our
right, which is sanctioned by all national
law and precedent, to close where we can
the ports of France with our fleets, which
are quite adequate to the maintenance of any
actual blockade we have as yct attempted.
This relief we are ready to afford you, with-
out for one moment debarring ourselves from
turnigg agninst our enemy, as God shall -
give us ability, that maritime superiority,
whozo crowning honours and strength were
hought with the blood of Aboukir aud
Trafalgar.” This, we conceive, would have
been good and safe policy on the part of
Great Dritain. It would have conciliated
the United States, and miserably disap-
pointed France, without involving, so far as
we can 8ee, any concession detrimental to
our maritime superiority, or discreditable to
the nation at large. The persistence of the
British Cabinet in their original polisy at
this period, and subssquently, when the
Erskine arrangement was disallowed, may
be pronounéed, we think, unfortunate, and
seems, indeed, unaccountable, when we con-
sider how loudly the increasing commercial
distress in the Britich Isles cried out for
relief. During the year 1810, two thousand
bankruptcies were announced ; whilst the
clements of the riots which in 1R12 broke
out in the manufacturing districts were
visibly fermenting. We do not mean to
attribute the whole of this commercial dis-
tress to the Orders in Council and the reta-
liatory acts of Congress ; but we are aware
that a great deal of it arose from that source;
whilst it may be acknowledged that the chief
cause of such a depression was Buonaparte’s
Continental system,—the confiscation of
British merchandise with which it com-
menced, and the subsequent exclusion of
that merchandise from all the Continental
ports under his control. The re-establish-
ment of natisfactory relations with the United
States would certainly have been, under
these circumstances, & measure of relief ;
and it was simply.as a measure of relief to
suffering and eomplaining multitudes that
the Orders in Ceuncil were, in the end,
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rescinded. Ilow much is it to be regretted,
wo are ready to say, that they had not been
rescinded before, when the grounds for
revocation were the same, and the revoca-
tion would not have comoe, as it did at last,
too late ! Menaced with augmented cmbar-
rassments; surrounded by affecting evidences
of public suffering, and symptoms by no
means dubious of an outbreak amongst the
lower classes of the people; with the pros-
pect of a diminished revenue at a time when
its burthens, entailed by the war with Napo-
leon, were enormous,—the British Cabinet,
unhappily, thought it their duty to hold on
their course.

Nothing can show
mere  conclusively the
Justice of styling Buonaparte’s conditiona}
revocation of his Decrees “a pretended
revocation,” than the fact, that the French
still persisted in capturing vesscls belonging
to the United States, seizing their cargoes,
and, in many instances, burning the ships
after the curgo had been removed. Buona-
parte, it is true, to save appearances, did
release by his speciul license, and not on the
ground of the alleged revucation, some
United States’ merchant-ships which had
been detained in French ports ; but this
was all ho 'did. During the summer of
1811, French privateers in the Baltic and
Mediterranean took every American vessel
they fell in with, and carried them for con-
demnation into the ports of Italy, Dantzic,
and Copenhagen. At the very moment
when the Congress-Committee of N ovember,
1811, were making their report, in which
they called their countrymen to arms, and
spared no force of language to rouse the
deadliest resentment against * British in-
Justice and outrage,”—at that very moment
—when France seemed to be as effectually
forgotten as though it had formed a part of
rome distant planct,—a small squadron of
French frigates, evading the British surveil-
lance, which might have done the United
States some service, had escaped from the
Loire, and were pillaging and plundering
American vessels in the Atlantic. Great
reason, then, had Lloyd for expressing him-
gelf as he did, in the Scnate, on the 27th
June, 1812—after the decluration of war::

French Scizures and
Burnings still conth-
nued.

‘ Did the justification of the British Orders
in Council depend -merely on tho non-repeal
of the French Decroes, thoy might then,
indeed, well enough stand, since eovery
arrival from Europe brought news of fresh
scizures and condemnation of American ves-
sels, under cover of those very edicts of
which the repeal was so holdly alleged.”
With Mr. Ilildreth's testimony we leavo this
topic: * As totho alleged repeal, by France,
and the refusal of Great Britain to repeal
her orders, which had been made the occa-
sion, first of the revival of non-importation
from Greuat Britain, and now of war; not
only had no decreo of repeal heen produced ;
not only had no captured American vessel
ever been released by any French prize court
on the ground of such repeal, but all the
public documents of France; the Duke of
Cadore, in his report to the Emperor, of
December 3, 1810 the Emperor himself, in
his address to the Council of Commerce, of
March 31, 1811 ; and the Duke of Bassano,
in his recent reg of March 10, 1812; all
spoke of the Berlin and Milan Decrees as
subsisting in full force, tho cherished policy
of the Empire.” Ilere surely, is ample
evidence to show how unmerited was the
imputation attempted to be fixed upon Great
Britain, of having falsificd her pledge.

Mr. Pinckney's de-
parture from London :
1st March, 1811,

After ineffectual efforts
to carry out his views
and wishes, Mr.DPinckney requested, and,
on the 1st March, 1811, obtained his audi-
ence of leave from the Prince Regent. In
his letter to Mr. Smith, tho United States
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, describing the
interview at Carlton IIouse, he informed
his zovernment that the Prince Regent had
conveyed to him ¢ explicit declarations of
the most amicable views and feelings towards
the United States.” The business of the
le;mtion was left in the hands of a Charge
d’Affaires.  From this time the government
of the United States acted as if the French
edicts were revoked ; though, as we have
shown, captures and seizures were still
eoing on: whence French ships were ad-
mitted  into the ports of the United
States, whilst those of Great Britain were
excluded.
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Preeident, and His Bri- yelations of the two coun-
of war Litdobalt: Toh trics exhibited this state
May, 1811. of growing alienation, an
incident occurred at sea, which threatened
to precipitate the rupture which the discus-
sion about the Orders in Council was steadily
bringing on. On the 16th May, about
14 or 15 leagues from Cape Charles, Captain
Bingham, of the British sloop of war Little
Belt, at that time looking for her consort,
the Guerriere, for which she had dispatches,
came in sight of a frigate, with which, on
the supposition that she might be the Guer-
riere, Captain Bingham endeavoured to
close. When he had approached sufficiently
near, he displayed his private signals;
and on these not being answered, he took it
for granted that the frigate was an Ameri-
can, abandoned the pursuit, and steered to
the south. The frigate in question was the
President, Commodore Rogers, which was
cruizing in those waters, a3 one of the home
squadron, for the proteclon of the com-
merce of the United States, The President,
from some motive on the part of her com-
mander which it seems hard to reconcile
with amicable intentiuns, gave chase to the
other vessel, so soon as the latter had
changed her course. The pursuit of the
Little Belt, in the first instance, was after-
wards accounted for in the manner we have
already stated; but, even at the time, it
would naturally have occurred to the Com-
mander of the President that his ship must
have been mistaken by the other for either a
British or French vessel, and whether that
other was British or French could have made
no difference to him, as his nation was not
at war with cither Great Britain or France.
Why, then, should he have given chase?
e had no antagonist at sca. But, to pro-
cecd. As the President was evidently gain-
ing, Captain Bingham, deeming it advisable
to speak the stranger before dark, lay to at
half-past six o’clock,—having by that time
discerned the stars in the Prexident’s broad
pennant,—and, to guard against surprise,
prepared his ship for action. The other ap-
proached slowly, with a light breeze, and.
as if with hostile intentions, made several
effurts to secure the weatherly gage, which,
after having been frustrated in svme three

manccuvres, she at length succeeded
obtaining. At about a quarter past eight,
the vessels were within hail, the distance
between them being less than a hundred
yards. Up to this hour the accounts on
both sides agree; but here we meet with
most perplexing discrepancy in the narra
tives of the two commanders. Captain
Bingham thus states the matter: * I hailed,
and asked what ship it was? IHe repeated
my question. I agnin hailed, and asked
what ship it was? IHe again repeated my
words, and fired a broadside, which I im-
mediately returned.” Commodore Rogers,
on the other hand, gave in this state-
ment: I hailed, What ship is that? To
this inquiry no answer was given; but I
was hailed by her commander, What ship is
that? After a pause of fifticen or twenty
seconds, I reiterated my first inquiry; and
before I had time to take the trumpet from
my mouth was answered by a shot, that
went into our mainmast.”” The action,
however brought on, became general, and
lasted for about three<quarters of an hour, at
the end of which time the fire of the Little
Belt was silenced, as she was reduced almost
to a wreck, and none of her guns could be
brought to bear. Commodore Rogers stated,
that, after four or five minutes he desisted
from firing, as he perceived that his adver-
sary was very inferior: but the officers of the
Little Belt made no mention of this pause.
After the action, Commodore Rogers hailed
again, and ascertained the name and charao-
er of his small,* but spirited antagonist. He
then gave his own, after which the two ves-
scls separated for the night. In the morn-
ing, the Commander of the President sent &
boat on board the Little Belt, with a mes-
sage, expressing his regret that the unfor-
tunate collision had taken place, and ten-
dering assistance to his crippled adversary,
—an offer which Captain Bingham declined.
The Little Belt then made the best of her
way to llalifax, severely damaged, with eleven

* A plance at the plate will show the reader
the vast difference in size between the vessels. We
may take this opportunity of remarking, that,
with but two or three exceptions, thcre was
o disparity of force, in favor of the enemy, in
every naval action throughout the war. ‘
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men dead and twenty-one wounded. The
President suffered but trifling damage, and
lost none of her crew—one only being wound-
ed, and that slightly. No censure was
passed on either of the Commanders by
their respective Governments. Captain
Bingham was deservedly applauded, for so
bravely fighting a vessel of 18 guns against
one of 44 ; whilst Commodore Rogers, after
having been brought to an open court-mar-
tial, at the request of the British minister at
Washington, was honourably acquitted.
During this inquiry, several of his officers
and crew were examined, who bore out his
statement, that the Little Belt fired the first
shot. To attempt a decision of the ques-
tion, “ Who fired the first shot?” secms a
hopeless undertaking, where the evidence
on either side is directly contradictory,—
captain against captain, and ship agninst
ship: yet it is but just to make the remark,
that both the probability of the case, and
other circumstances, distinct from the tosti-
mony given in, are greatly against the
American. It is not probable that a vessel
of eighteen guns should have attacked
another of forty-four. No hostile design
can be attributed to Captain Bingham; for
his orders, which were made public after the
encounter, expressly cautioned him against
giving any unnecessary offence to the govern-
ment or the people of the United States’; and
an attack of his on an American frigate
would have been a flagrant violation of those
orders, such as—we may conceive—no man
in his senses, how daring and impetuous
soever, would have attempted. The orders,
on the other hand, under which the Presi-
dent sailed, were never published, which is
somewhat singular; but the United States
government disavowed, to Mr. Foster, the
British minister, the issuing of any orders
of an unfriendly character. In regard to
the Americanorders, however, it is connected
with our subject, though it may not be of
much importance to state, that an opinion
very generally prevailed in the United States,
as Mr. Hildreth, the American historian, in-
forms us, that “Rogers had pursued the
Little Belt, with the very purpose of aveng-
ing on her the still unatoned-for attack on
the Chesapeake.” In relation to this sus-
picion of a hostile purpose on the part of the
2%

Americans, we must attach great weight to
a remark made by Captain Bingham :—* By
the manner in which he (Commodore Ro-
gers) apologized, it appeared evident to me
that, had he fallen in with a British frigate,
he would certainly have brought her toaction.
And what farther confirms me in that opi-
nion is, that his guns were not only loaded
with round and grape shot, but with every
scrap of iron that could be collected.” As
the British Government was satisfied with
the disavowal of hostile orders on the part of
the United States Government, the matter
was allowed to drop: and the excitement
aricing from it at the moment soon died
away.
Mz‘;:&mdg&'m‘:: The President, at f.ho
1611 close of the year, having
called Congress together after a shorter
recess than usual, communicated to them,
on the 4th November, a message, in which,
after enumerating the subjects of complaint
agninst Britain (of which we have already
said enough), he suggested the appeal to
arms in these words,—* Congress will feel
the dusy of putting the United States into
an armour and an attitude demanded by the
crisis, and corresponding with the national
expectations.”

The Committee on Foreign Affairs
recommended the raising of 10,000
regulars and 50,000 militia, with other pre-
parations; but, such was the passionate
ardour of the Legislature, that the num-
bers voted were, by a majority
of 109 to 22, increased to 25,000
regular troops, and & loan was agreed to of
ten millions of dollars.

Nov. 29,

Jan.12, 1812,

‘Was there, to any ex-
tent, a sccret under
standing between the
United  States and
France?

At the very time that
the angry majority in
Congress were preparing
the unhappy collision
with Great Britain, the privateers and
cruizers of France,, a8 we have said, un-
der the professed revocation of the French
decrees, were repeatedly making ecap-
tures of American vessels, and seizing
their cargoes. It was less than one month
prior to the declaration of war against
Great Britain, that a correspondence was
laid before Congress, by the President, be-
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tween Mr. Barlow, the American minister
at Paris, and the Secretary of State, in
which the formercommunicated to his govern-
ment the vexatious intelligence that his
efforts to conclude a treaty with France had
proved abortive, and that no redress had, as
yet, been obtained for the seizures and con-
fiscations either prior or subsequent to the
relaxation of the French decregs. It is
evident, then, that Buonaparte’s relaxation of
his decrees it favour of the United States,
was not honestly carried out. The grievan-
ces of which they complained at the hands
of France were, on their own showing, un-
redressed ; and yet the President of the
United States found himself unable to * re-
commend to the consideration of Congress
definitive measures in respect to France,”
in that very message which called his
countrymen to arms against Great Britain.
In that message, every subject of discontent
with the British Government was paraded
in the manner, and with the embittering
language, best calculated to inflame, to the
highest degree, the rising passions of tho
nation. No peace ; no breathing-time ; ne
further waiting, for what the futures might
still bring forth as the foundation of pacifi-
cation, was to be permitted. It is true, the
United States had waited long,—had suffered
long ; and too long, also, had the British
Ministry—as it proved—withheld the conces-
sion which, had it been made sooner,; might
not, perhaps, have wholly sweetened the bit-
ter waters of strife, but would, at least, have
strengthened the friends of peace in the
Americen Congress, whilst, in correspond-
ing measure, it would have embarrassed the
fiery spirits in that body, and have prevented
possibly, (though we do not feel sure of
this,) the outbreak of war. But, if the
patience of the United States had been tried
by Great Britain, (which we do not deny,)
it had been tried, perhaps with equal seve
rity, by France too; and yet—so unequally
did the spirit of retaliation work |—the
wrongs charged upon Great Britain were to
be fiercely and promptly effaced with blood;
whilst those which had been suffered, and
were still endured, from France, remained
s matter for discussion; Congress, in re-
gard to these, still taking timo™* to docido
with greater advantage on the course dug to

the rights, the interests, the honour of their
country.”* The contrast is too obvious to
be overlooked ;—the temper of * sudden
quarrel” towards Great Britain,—the long-
suffering with France. The bias in Napoleon
Buonuparte’s favour appears in a still strong
er light; if it be truly alleged—as has
been done—that there was & general im-
pression in the United States that the repeal.
of the Orders could not be far distant; and
that, acting under that impression, the
democratic party did their utinost to press
the declaration of war bLefore intelligence of
the expected repeal should have reached
America. Be thisas it may; the small, but
able minority expressed in energotic terms
their sense of the inconsistency of declar-
ing war with one adversary only, when two
had given equal provocation. * As the in-
juries (said they) which we have received
from France are at least equal in amount
to those we have sustained from England,
and have been attended with circumstances
of still greater insult and aggravation; if
war were necessary to vindicate the honour
of the country, consistency and impartiality
required that both nations should have been
included in the declaration.”t{ We have

% President’s Message of 1st June, 1812,

+ Other passages, besides the two we have in-
corporated with thoe text, are worthy of repub-
lication.

¢« Resolutions passed at a Convention of
Delegates from several Counties of the State of
New York, held at the Capitol, in the City of
Albany, on the 17th and 18th days of Septem-
ber, 1812.”

* Resolved, that without insisting on the
injustice of the present war, taking solely into
consideration the time and circumstances of its
declaration, the condition of the country, and
state of the public mind, we are constrained to
consider, and feel it our duty to pronounoce it &
most rash, unwise, and inexpedient measure ;
the adoption of which ought for ever to deprive
its authors of the esteem and confidence of an
enlightened people—because, as the injuries we
have received from France, are at least equal
in amount to thoso we have sustained from
England, and have been attended with circum-
stances of still greater insult and aggravation—
if war were necessary to vindicate the honor of
the country, consistency and impartiality re-
quired that both nations should have been in-
cluded in the declaration. Because if it wera
deomed expedient to excrcise our right of
seleoting our adversary, prudence and common
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already recorded our persuasiop, that Mr.
Madison was entangled in the toils of French
intrigue; and we have not formed that
opinion without, as we think, sufficient evi-
dence. Still we do not desire to convey the
impression, in itself preposterous, that either
Mr. Madison or his coadjutors were so de-
void of pmtriotism, as to he simply desirous
of serving France, without a primary regard
to what they considered would best conduce
to the interests of their own country. It
may be asked, however, how could it enter

into their minds to suppose that the interests
of the United States would be best promoted
by selecting for their adversary the one
of the two offending nations which, in peace,
maintained with them the closest relations,
founded on a commerce eminently prosper-
ous and profitable; and, in war, had the
means of giving them the heaviest blows?
The force of this ohjection was felt by the
minority, whose language we have already
quoted : “ If it were deemed expedient (they
urged) to exercise our right of selecting our

sense dictated the choice of an enemy, from
whose hostility we had nothing to dread. A
war with France would cqnally have satisfied
our insulted honour, and at the same time, in-
stead of annihilating, would have revived and
extended our commerce—and eoven the evils of
such a contest would have been mitigated by
the sublime consolation, that by our efforts we
were contributing to arrest the progress of des-
potism in Europe, and essentially serving the
great intercsts of freedom and humanity
throughout the world. Because a republican
government, depending solely for its support on
the wishes and affections of the peaple, ought
never to declare a war, into which the great
body of tho nation are not prepared to enter with
geal and alacrity ; as where the justice and ne-
cessity of the measure are not so apparent as
to unite all parties in its support, its inevitable
tendency is, to augment the dissentions that
have before existed, and by exasperating party
viol to its utmost height, prepare the way
for civil war. DBecause, before a war was de-
clared, it was perfectly. well ascertained, that a
vast majority of the people in the middle and
northern states, by whom the burden and ex-
penses of the contest must be borne almost ex-
clusively, wero strongly opposed to the measure.
Because we sce no rational prospect of attaining,
by force of arms, the ohjects for which our
rulers say we are contending—and because the
evils and distresses which the war must of
necessity occasion, far overbalance any advan-
tages we can expect to derive from it. Because
the great power of England on the ocean, and
the amazing resources she derives from com-
merce and navigation, render it evident, that
we cannot compel her to respect our rights and
satisfy our demands, otherwise than by a suc-
cessful maritime warfare; the means of con-
ducting which we not only do not possess, but
our rulers have obhstinately refused to provide.
Because the exhausted state of the treasury,
occasioned by the destruction of the revenue
derived from commerce, should the war con-
tinue, will render necessary a resert to loans
and taxes to a vast amount—measures by which
the people will be greatly burthened, and op-
pressed, and the influence and patronage of the
exocutive alarmingly increased. And, finally,

because of a war begun with such means as our
rulers had prepared, and conducted in the mode
they seem resolved to pursue, we see no grounds
to hope the honourable and successful termina-
tion.”

““Whereas the late revocation of the British
Orders in Council, has removed the great and
ostensible cause of the present war, and pre-
pared the way for an immediate accommodation
of all existing differences, inasmuch as, by the
confession of the present secretary of state, satis-
factory and honourable arrangements might
easily be made, by which the abuses resulting
from the impressment of our seamen, might,
in future, be effectuslly prevented—Therefore,

Resolved, That we shall be constrained to con-
sider the determination on the part of our rulers
to continue the present war, after official notice
of the revocation of the British Orders in Coun-
cil, as affording conclusive evidence, that the
war has been undertaken from motives entirely
distinct from those which have been hitherto
avowed, and for the prometien of objects wholly
unconpected with the interest and henour of the
American nation.

Resolved, That we contemplate with abhor-
rence, even the possibility of an alliance with
the present Emperor of France, every action
of whose life has demonstated, that the attain-
ment, by any means, of universal empire, and
the consequent extinction of every vestige of
freedom, are the sole ohjects of his incessant,
unbounded, and remorseless ambition. His
arms, with the spirit of freemen, we might
openly and fearlessly encounter; but, of his
secret arts, his corrupting influence, we enter-
tain & dread we can neither conquer nor con-
ceal. Itis therefore with the utmost.distrust
and alarm, that we regard his late professions
of attachment and love to the American people,
fully recollecting, that his invariable course hag
heen, by perfidious offers of protection, by de-
ceitful professions of friendship, to lull his
intended victims into the fatal slcep of confi-
dence and security, during which, the chains of
despotism nre silently wound round and rivetted
on them.”

In the same strain, dur;ng the debate on
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adversary, prudence and common sense dic-
tated the choice of an enemy, from whose
hostility we had nothing to dread. A war
with France would equally have satisfied
our insulted honour, and, at the same time,
instead of annihilating, would have revived
and extended our commerce.”* But there
were countervailing considerations falling
in with, whilst, on the other hand, every
eause of complaint against France was
borne along and overwhelmed by the current
of the popular antipathy to Great Britain.

“ Everything in the United States,” says
James, in his Naval History, ‘ was to be
settled by a calculation of profit and loss.

France had numerous allies,—England

scarcely any. France had no contiguous
territory ; England had the Canadas ready
to be marched into at a moment’s notice.
France had no commerce; England had
richly-laden merchantmen traversing every
sea. England, thereforo, it was against
whom the death-blows of America were to
bo levelled.”* These considerations, no

the War-Report, did Mr. Randolph speak in
Congress :—

This war of conquest (he said), a war for the ac-
quisition of territory and subjects, is to be a new
commentary on the doctrine that republics are
destitute of ambition—that theyare addicted to
peace, wedded to the happiness and safety of
the great body of their people. But it seems
this is to be a holiday campaign—there is to be
no expense of blood, or treasure, on our part
—Canada is to conquer herself—she is to be
subdued by the principles of fraternity. The
people of that country are first to' be seduced
from their allegiance, and converted into trai-
tors, as preparatory to the making them good
eitizens. Although he must acknowledge that
some of our flaming patriots were thus manu-
factured, he did not think the process would
hold good with & whole community. It wasa
dangerous experiment. We were to succeed
in the French mode, by the system of frater-
nization—all is French !—but how dreadfully
it might be retonted on the southern and west-
ern slaveholding states. He detested this
subornation of treason. No—if he must have
them, let them fall by the valor of our arms,
by fair legitimate conquest; not become the
victims of treachergua seduction.

IR S T T T

He was gratified to find gentlemen acknow-
ledging the demoralising and destructive con-
sequences of the non-importation law—confess-
ing the truth of all that its opponents foretold
when it was enacted—and will you plunge
yourselves in war, because you have passed a
foolish and ruinous law, and are ashamed to
repeal it? ¢ But our good friend the French
emperor stands in the way of its repeal,” and
as we cannot go too far in making sacrifices to
him, who has given such demonstration of his
love for the Americane, we must, in point of
fact, become parties to his war. ¢ Who can be
80 cruel s to refuse him this favour ?”"—Hin
imagination shrunk from the miseries of such
s connoction. He called upon the house to
reflect whether they were not about to abundon

* Resolutions of the New York Delegates.

all reclamation for the unparalleled outrages
¢*insults and injuries” of the French govern-
ment—to give up our claim for plundered mil-
lions, and asked what reparation or atonement
they could expect to obtain in hours of future
dalliance, after they should have made a tender
of their persons to this great deflowerer of the
virginity of republics. We had by our own
wise (he would not say wise-acre) measures, 8o
increased the trade and wealth of Montreal and
Quebec, that at last we began to cast a wistful
eye at Canada. Having done so much towards
its improvement by the exercise of ¢ our re-
strictive energies,” we began to think the
laborer worthy of his hire, and to put in claim
for our portion. Suppose it ours—are we any
nearer to our point? As his minister gaid to
the king of Epirus, “may we not as well take
our bottle of wine before as after this exploit
Go! march to Canada!—leave the broad bosom
of the Chesapeake, and her hundred tributary
rivers—the whole line of sea-coast from Machias
to St. Mary's, unprotected:—You have taken
Quebec—have you conquered FEngland? Will
you seek for the deep foundations of her power
in the frozen deserts of Labrador !’
» * * » * L I )

Mr. Randolph then proceeded to notice the
unjust and illiberal imputation of British attach-
ments, against certain characters in this country,
sometimes insinuated in that house, but openly
avowed out of it. Against whom were these
charges brought? Against men who in the
war of the revolution werein the council of the
nation, or fighting the battles of your country.
And by whom were they made? By run-aways
chiefly from the DBritish dominions, since the
breaking out of the French troubles. He in-
dignantly said—it is insufferable. It cannot he
borne. It must and ought, with severity, to be
put down in this house—and out of it to meet
the lie direct.  We have no fellow feeling for the
suffering and oppressed Spaniards! Yet even
them we do not reprobate. Strange! that we
should have no objection to any other people or
government, civilized or savage, in the whole

* Life and Correspondence of Sir Isase
Brock.
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doubt, powerfully contributed to attract the
explosion and the shock of war on Britain;
but, allowing to these their undeniable in-
fluence, we are perfectly satisfied, notwith-
standing, that it was not merely the com-
parison of advantages or risks; it was not
solely the answer returned by the oracle of
republican shrewdness to the question,—
¢ Whether more were to be gained from a
war with Great Britain than with France?”
which brought the controversy to its deplor-
able issue. There were other motives at

work. The Government of the United
States, and Mr. Madison’s Administration
more particularly, may not have had pre-
cisely * a secret understanding with
France:” but there are circumsatances, on
that head, which—it must be owned—look
extremely suspicious. It is curious, at least,
to observe how exactly their proceedings con-
tributed to aid the policy of Napoleon Buona-
parte. Their embargo, non-intercourse, and
non-importation acts were, in name, impar-
tial, for they were avowedly directed against

world. The great autocrat of all the Russias
receives the homage of our high consideration.
The dey of Algiers and his divan of pirates are
very civil good sort of people, with whom we
find no difficulty in maintaining the relations of
peace and amity—¢* Turks, Jews and infidels,”
Melimeli, or the Little Turtle, barbarinns and
savages of every clime and color, are welcome
to our arms. With chiefs of banditti, negro or
mulatto, we can treat and can trade. Name,
however, but England, and all our antipathies
are up in arms against her. Against whom?
Against those whose blood runs in our own
veins; in common with whom we can claim
Shakspeare and Newton, and Chatham for our
countrymen: whose form of government is the
freest on earth, our own only excepted; from
‘whom every valuable principle of our own in-
stitutions has heen borrowed—representation—
Jjury trial—voting the supplies—writs of habeas
corpus—our whole civil and criminal jurispru-
dence—against our fellow Protestants identified
in blood, in language, in religion with our-
selves.”
»

Mr. Sheffey, too, of Virginia, spoke, with
equally moral courage, the language of
truth, and justice, and common sense :—

You have been told that you could raise
volunteers to atchieve the possession of Canada.
Where are these voluntcers? I have seen none
of these patriotic men who were willing to go
to Canada in the private rank ; all of them want
offices. You may raise a few miserable wretches
for your army, who would disgrace the service,
and only serve as unprincipled minions to their
officers. Will your farmers’ sons enlist in your
army? They will not, sir. Look at the army
of '98. It had twelve or fifteen regiments
nominally. It was disbanded in eighteen
months; when halfthe men had not been raised.
Why, sir, you had more patriotism on paper
then even than you have now; and yet you
could not raise half the forces for your army.
If you pass the bill, you will not raise twenty-
five thousand men in three years. The object
of the war may by that time vanish. The nation
will be saddled with all the vast expenses of

I T TR T S

these troops for nothing. No nation can safely
engage in a foreign war without being prepared
for it when they take the resolution. Are you
prepared?  Your secretaty at war has told
gentlemen that even blankets could not be
procured ; and you saw a letter from him yes-
terday, which informed you that the small sup-
plies for the Indians could not be had without
a relaxation of your commercial restrictions.
Will you send your soldiers to Canada without
blankets? Or do you calculato to take it by
the end of the summer, and return home to a
more genial clime by the next winter! This
would be well enough; but I think it will re~
quire several compaigns to conquer Canada.

You will act absurdly if you expect the peo-
ple of that country to join you. Upper Ca-
nada is inhabited by emigrants from the United
States. They will not come back to you; they .
will not, without reason, degert the government,
to whom they have gone for protection. No,
sir, you must conquer it by force, not by sow-
ing the seeds of sedition and treason among the
people.

But, suppose you raise the men, what will
Great Britain be doing in the mean time? Will
she be asleep? You march to Canada: where
will be your security at home? will you desert
your own country; will you leave your citiesto
be sacrificed, plundered and sacked, for the
sterile deserts of Canada, of Nova Scotia, and
New-Brunswick, and all the frozen regions of
the north? Sir, go to Canada, and you will
soon have to recal your army to defend your
southern soil ; to rescue your people from rapine
and destruction. You will have to employ your
cnergies in protecting the south from British
invasion. 8ir, will the little force you leave at
home, be able to oppose the power of British
74’'s? Look at Copenhagen. It is true, sir, as
honourable gentlemen say, that I am secure
beyond the Alleghany, after eastern states shall
have fallen. Liberty is there secure! But as
a member of this confederacy, I cannot consent
to exchange my present situation for such a
state of things.”

*  * » * * *  »
¢“He knew gentlemen would stare at him,
when he contended that they were going to
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both of the belligerents ; but, in reality, they
were far from pressing equally on both ; for,
whilst they scarcely molested Frgnce, with
her inconsiderable American commerce,
they inflicted an injury that was felt, on
Great Britain, accustomed, as she had been,
to find, before the enactment of those mea-
sures, 8 large and profitable market in the
United States. In the manufacturing towns
of France no popular commotions were pro-
voked by the commercial restrictions of the
United States: those restrictions were the
main agent in exciting the most alarming
riots in Manchestor, Shefficld, and other
parts of England, where large numbers of
operatives found themselves cut off from the
ordinary sources of employment and sub-
sistence. Little did France, in her mad
immolation of her best and bravest to the
phantom of military glory, appreciate or
heed the loss of an extinguished commereo;
whilst Britain, dependent on her commerce
for the means of protracted resistance, felt
the wound,—her Parlianment hesieged with
the petitions of suffering millions; her
towns distracted with violent mobs ; and the
bankruptcies of her merchants year hy year
increasing. Mr. Jefferson’s and Mr. Madi-
son’s measures were certainly impartial, in
name; far from ,impartial, in effect. In
rogard to Mr. Madison’s personal feelings,
there is nothing to make it improbable, but
much to the contrary, that they wero iden-
tical with those of Mr. Jefferson, to whose
school in politics he belonged, whose Secre-
tary of State he had been, and whose influ-
ence was excrted for his election to the Pre-
sidency. Mr. Madison was one of that party

war against Great Britain, while she was strug-
gling for the liberties of the world. But this
had great weight on his mind. She was the
only power that stemmed the torrent of univer-
sal despotism. Zle had little experience in the
human heart, who beliecved that there would
remain any security for us after the maritime
dominion, a8 well as the dominion of the land
should be consecrated in the hands of the great
Napoleon. These conquerors had always been
the same. When they had subdued the world,
they sat down and shed tears because they could
find no other world to conquer. Our victory
over Great Britain would be our defeat.”

* * ® * * * *

in thY revolutionary Congress who set their
faces against concluding peace with Great
Britain on terms not sanctioned by France;
and who, -in strict consistency with their
vehement French predilections, attempted a
censure on Mr. Jay and Mr, Adams, because
they had negotiated a treaty of peace, with-
out the consent of the French Government,
though that treaty was honourable and ad-
vantageous to the United States. It is well
known that Washington laboured, in every.
possible way, even to the length of risking
his popularity, to maintain and perpetuate
friendly relations with Great Britain; but
Mr. Madison opposed his pacific mission to
that country in 1794; and, about the same
time, whilst the revolutionary rulers of
France were ferociously plunging through
their dreadful career of massacre and confis-
cation, Mr. Madison, at that frightful epoch
of human calamity, stepped forward in
Congress to commence that warfare against
British commerce, which he afterwards
waged with so much determination,—intro-
ducing resolutions which, it is worth re-
marking, were the same in character with
Buonaparte’s continental system. We have
styled that continental system, as embodied
in the Berlin and Milan Decrees, 8 commer-
cial excommunication of Great Britain,—a
view which the American merchants did, in
a body, take of Buonaparte’s enormous pre-
tensions ; but Mr. Madison represented acts,
which virtnally excluded Great Britain from
the pale of civilized nations, and were do-
vised with the avowed purpose of destroying
her, as mere ¢ nmnicipal regulations.”
And, though the ships of his own nation,
if detected in the ** infamous guilt” of
trading with, or through England, were by
the Milan Decree, declared to be denation-
alized, and were, in fact, confiscated, with
their cargoes, thers was queralousness, it is
true, in his communications with the French
Government, but there was nothing that
sounded of war. Our convictions, however,
of the more than sympathy,—of the co-
operation of Mr. Madison with France,—are
founded chiefly on his secret manceuvering
in connection with the blockade of 1806.
The history of the thing is curious; and,
though it may not weigh with all of our
readers as it has done with us, we faney
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that those to whom it may be new, will be,
equally with ourselves, interested in it. We
give it, therefore, below, as we find it in the
London Quarterly Review, of September,
1812; composed of extracts from the New
England Farme’s pamphlet previously
noticed by us, together with the Reviewer’s
observations.* When our readers have
1

sufficiently examined this curious cuse, they
may attach what force they think is due to
the only observation we intend to add to this
head, viz., that Mr. Madison—it has been
asserted-—sent out a copy of his war message
to France, in the Wusp ; and that this is not
the only circumstance which affords reason
for believing that France for some time be-

* What shall we say if it appear that this
JArst aggression of 1806, which is now represented
as the immediate cause of the Berlin Decree,
was, for the first time, suggested by Mr. Madi-
son, in 1806, (through General Armstrong to
Buonaparte, ) as a justifiable cause of the French
decree ?—that this blockade of 1806, which was
approved by Mr. Munroe,—was not ohjected
against by Mr. Jefferson in 1808,—was not even
mentioned by Mr. Madison in the arrangement
made with Mr. Erskine in 1809—but that this
t and atrocious injury done to France and
erica, forgotten, neglected, and not once ad-
verted to in four years' negociation,—was
brought forward, for the first time, to make a
principal figure in 1810, for the express pur-
pose, as it would seem, of throwing in the way
invincible obstacles to any adjustment with
Great Britain? Let us hear the ¢farmers’ on
the subject.

¢ The first notice of it, as far as we can
find, is in a letter from General Armstrong to
Mr. Smith, our secretary of state, of January
28th, 1810, in which he details a conversation
which he had held with Count Champagny, the
French minister. In that letter Mr. Armstrong
refers to a letter of December 1st, 1809, from
Mr. S8mith to himself, whick has never been pub-
lished, in which he is directed to demand of
France— Whether, i{f Great Britain revoked her
blockades of a date anterior to the decree commonly
called the Berlin Decree, His Mujesty the Emperor
would consent to revoke that decree ' To which
the Emperor, falling into the views of our gov-
ernment, and foreseeing the smare which would
be laid for Great Britain, insomuch as, if she
consented to re| said orders, it would be an
admission that she had been the aggressor upon
neutral commerce, and further, it would be an
sdmission that she had no right to exert her
only force, her maritime power, for the coercion
of her enemy, replied ¢ That the oNLY condition
required for the revocation of the decree of DBerlin,
will be a previous revocation by Great Britain of
Aer blockades of France, or ports of Krance, of a
date anterior (o the aforesaid decree.”

¢t 8o far the plot went on prosperously; and
if Great Britain had fallen into the project, it
would have been made the pretext for prevent-
ing any future blockades of even single ports
of France, in which armaments for her destruc-
tion, or the destruction of her commerce,
should be formed ; and she would have relin-

quished to an enemy, whom she cannot attack
upon the continent on equal terms, the only
weapons which God and her own valour had
placed within her power.”

The next step was to transmit this project
for swindling Great Britain out of her maritime
rights to Mr. Pinckney, the American minister
in London, who accordingly demanded of Lord
Wellesley ¢ whether Great Britain considered
any, and if any, what blockades of the French
coast, of & dato anterior to the Berlin Decree,
in force?” Lord Wellesley briefly answered,
that ¢ the blockade of May, 1806, was compre-
hended in the Order of Council of January,
1807, which was yet in force.” A month after-
wards, 7th March, 1810, Mr. Pinckney again
asked ¢ whether the order of May, 1806, was
merged in that of January, 1807 ¥ to which
Lord Wellesley replied ¢ that it was compre-
hended under the more extensive orders of
January, 1807."

Mr. Pinckney, though mnot quite satisfied
with Lord Wellesley’s answers, wrote to Gene-
ral Armstrong, ¢ that the inference from them
was, that the blockade of May, 1806, ts virtu-
ally at an end, being merged and comprehended
in an Order of Council issued affer the date of
the Berlin Decree.’ This inference, howerver,
did not suit any of the intriguing parties ; and
(tenernl Armstrong does not seem to have
thought it necessary to ruffle the repose of his
Imperial Majesty, by submitting the point to
M. Champagny ; at least nothing farther ap-
pears till the extraordinary letter of the Duc
de Cadore, in which the Berlin and Milan De-
crces are premised to be repealed, provided
Great Britain will repeal her orders, and ¢ re-
nounce her principles of blockade which she
wishes to establish :’—¢ terms,’ says the Farm-
er, ¢ which every man will perceive might be
construed to amount to the surrender of all her
maritime rights.’

¢ That there was a secret understanding
bhetween our cabinet and that of France, that
Great Britain should be required to annul her
blockmldes of a date anterior to the Berlin De-
cree, and that this suggestion first came from
our cabinet, will appear from the two follow-
ing extracts of.letters from our secretary Smith,
to Mr. Pinckney ; the one is dated in July,
1810, in which he says, ¢ you will let it be
distinctly understood that the repeal must
necessarily snclude an annulment of the blockade
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fore knew that war would be declared, whilst
Great Britain, the other belligerent, said to
be impartially treated, never suspected such
a thing, even at the moment of repealing her
Orders in Council : for, although it evinced .
strange insensibility to the lowering por-:
tents of the future, that the possibility of a
war with the United States, arising from
those Orders, was never once alluded to by
those members of the British. Parliament
who spoke against them in the debate of
June, 1812 ; still, that very insensibility to
transatlantic presages shows, in the strong-'
est manner, how little the catastrophe of
war* with the United States was ahticipated
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by Great Britain, five days aftert Congress
had signed and sealed the warrant for the
unnatural strife.

June 16th, brought the matter for final decision
before the House of Commons. e began his
speech with observing, that the question, though
of unexampled interest, was one of little intri-
cacy. Its points were few in number, and in-
volved in no obscurity or doubt. At a distance,
indeed, there appeared a great mass of details,
and the eight or nine hundred folios of evidence,
together with the papers and petitions with
which the table was covered, might cause the
subjects to appear vast and complicated; yet he
did not doubt in a short time to convinoe his

hearers that there has seldom been one of &

- public nature brought before that house through

- which the ‘path was shorter, or led to & more

of May, 1808 ; this is the explanation which
will be given by our minister at Paris to the
French government, sn case it shall then be re-
quired.” It seems it had not then BEEN requir-
ed by France.

¢ That this was a concerted thing is appa-
rent, from another clause of the same letter, in
which Mr. 8mith says, that ¢ should Great
Britain not withdraw all her previous partial
blockades, it is probable that France will draw
Great Britain and the United States to issue on
the legality of such blockades (that is, all par-
tial blockades) by acceding to the act in Con-
gress, on condition that the repeal of the blockade
shall accompany that of the Orders in Council.

¢ Within one month after these despatches
arrived in France, Buonaparte did bring us to
{ssue with Great Britain on this very point; and
yet Mr. Madison was no prophet, because it was
he who first suggested the thought to Arm-
strong, and Armstrong to the ingenious cabinet
of St. Cloud. ¢ In conformity to your sugges-
tions, in your letter of December 1st, 1809,”
Suys General Armstrong to Mr. Smith,) « I
emanded whether, if Great Britain revoked
her decrees of a date anterior to the Berlin
decree, his Majesty would consent to revoke
that decree.” )

After this clear exposition, we think that
no reasonable being can entertain any doubts:
of Mr. Madison’s intrigues with France,

obvious decision.

The hon. gentleman then took a general
survey of the severe distress which was now
pressing upon go many thousands of our indus-
trious fellow-suhjects, proved not only by their
petitions, but by the numerous schemes and de-
vices which had been resorted to as a remedy
for the evils caused by the suppression of their
accustomed sources of employment. He re-
minded the house of the general outline of the
inquiry. Above a hundred witnesses had been
examined from more than thirty of the great
manufacturingand commercial districts. Among
all these there was only one single witness who
hesitated in admitting the dreadful amount of
the present distresses ; Birmingham, Sheffield,
the clothing trade of Yorkshire, the distriots of
the cotton trade, all deeply participated in them.
He then adverted to the proofs by which this
evidence was met on the other side of the house;
and took into consideration the entries in the
Custom-house books, and the substitutes and
new channels of commerce said to compensats
for those that are closed. He next touched
upon the topic so often resorted to by the de-
fenders of the Orders in Council, that of the
dignity and honour of the nation, and the ne-
cessity of asserting our maritime rights; and
he maintained that every right may safely be
waved or abandoned for reasons of expediency,
to be resumed when those reasons cease. He
lastly, dwelt upon the great importance of the
American market to the goods produced in this

"country, and the danger of accustoming the

——

% Whilst this political ferment was agitating
the different parties of candidates for ministerial |
power, the examinations in reference to the ef-
fects of the Orders in Councilupon the commer- .
cial and manufacturing interests in the kingdom
were going on with little interruption in both
houses of parliament. A vast mass of evidence
being at length oollected, Mr. Brougham, on

Americans to rely on their own resources, and
munufacture for themselves. After a long and
eloquent harangue on these and other connected
subjects, Mr. B. concluded with the following
motion :—

t The debate in Parliament took place om
the 23rd June; the Declaration of War passed
on the 18th.
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In addition to the regu-
Febraary Och, 1612 lar troops, the President
‘was authorised to employ 25,000 volunteers
for twelve months, who were to form a body
of men intermediate between the regulars
and the militia, resembling the latter in
most points, but differing from them in
being liable to foreign service. Their cloth-
ing was to be provided by themselves; their
arms -were to be furnished by the govern-
ment. Rapidly, however, as the forces of
the United States, at this crisis, accumulated
on paper, and ardent as the votes of Congress
were for military preparation, the actual
enlistment was anything but enthusiastic.

Recruits came in slowly—at the ratio of one
thousand in six months—notwithatanding
the liberal bounty which
was offered. It ie curi-
ous to obscrve the comparative coldness with
which at this time Congress addressed them-
selves to promoting the efficiency of the
navy,—that arm of the service which cer
tainly did the republic most credit during ~
the war. A subsidy of only $300,000 was
voted for repairs; and a further sum of
$200,000 annually, for rebuilding certain
ships. What was proposed to be accom-
plished by this paltry sum, was to repair and
fit out the Constellation, Chesapeake, and

March 28th,

“That an humble address be presented
to his royal highness the DPrince Regent,
representing that this house has for some time
past been engaged in an inquiry into the present
distressed state ef the commerce and manufac-
tures eof the country, and the effects of the
Orders in Council issued by his Majesty in the
years 1807 and 1809 ;* assuring his Royal
Highness that this house will at all times sup-
port his Royal Highness to the utmost of its
power in maintaining those just maritime rights
which have essentially contributed to the pros-
perity and honour of the realm—but beseech-
ing his Royal Highness that he would he
graciously pleased to recall or snspend the said
Orders, and adopt such mensures, as may tend
to conciliate neutral powers, without sacrificing
the rights and dignity of his Majesty’s
crown.”

Mr. Bose acknowledged that a very considerable
degree of distress did exist among our manu-
factures, but would not admit that it was so
mauch owing to the Orders in Council as the hon.
gentleman -had reprosented. He corrected
several statements made by him, and showed
that the commerce of France had suffered in
much groater proportion from the effects of
theseOrders. Ourshipping interest, he asserted,
had been benefitted by them, and if they were
repealed, the Americans would come in for a
large share of our carrying trade, especially to
South America. Upon the whole, he would not
deny that our manufactures were likely to ob-
tain some relief from the repeal, but govern-
ment was placed between difficulties on both
sides, and it was théir duty to adopt the mea-
sures which would be least detrimental. 1In his
opinion, the preponderance of argument led
to the oonclusion that the repeal of the Orders
would be more prejudicial than their continu-

#* There was & modification of the Orders
in April, 1809, .
3

ance. The great body of merchants held the
same opinion. Four-fifths of those of Glasgow
had petitioned in support of the orders; those
of Bristol were unanimous in their favour ; and
so were a majority of those of Liverpeol : there
was no petition from London against them,
whilst a great number of London merchants had
petitioned in their favour.

Mr. Baring, after a warm eulogy ofthe enlight-
ened view of the subject taken by the honorable
mover, said that the house had two questions to
decide : 1. whether these distresses were attri-
butable to the Orders in Council? 2. Whether
any benefits had arisen from them in any other
quarter to compensate for these calamities?
Mr. B. made a number of particular observa-
tions relative to these two points; and conclu-
ded with giving it as his conviction, that by
our Orders in Council we lost the most substan-
tial commercial advantages for an object we
could never obtain—that of forcing our trade
with the continent.

Lord Castlerengh began with lamenting the
precipitation of the hon. gentleman in bringing
forward this motion, and pressing to hasty dis-
cussion a question than which none more vital
ever came before the consideration of parlia-
ment. He deprecated any interference én the
part of the house in a question in which com-
mercial considerations were mixed with those
of maritime right, and, pending a delicate ne-
gociation, dictating to the executive govern-
ment the course it ought to pursae. After
various observations in defence of the policy
and justice of the Orders in Council, and in
answer to some of the mover’'s statements, the
noble lord came to the point by saying, that
Great Britain would consent to suspend her
Orders in Council, provided America would sus-
pend her non-importation act. The experiment
might then be tried of the practicability of re-
storing things to their ancient system. Under
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Adams frigates ; and with the annual sub-
sidy, to rebuild three other frigates of the
old navy, too rotten to be repaired. The
truth was, the war mania originated, mainly,
with men who cared little or nothing about
commerce—as they did not live by it,—and
conld contemplate its ruin without concern.
_The politlcians of the back-woods, who
formed so strong and so stern a section of
the violent faction seem to have hardly given
& thought to the sufferings in ‘store for the
ocommercial cities on the sea-coast,—suffer-
ings which, in any contest with a naval

these circumstances he trusted that the house
would not consent to the address—and he
moved the order of the day.

Mr. Whitbread then begged the noble lord to
say precisely what he proposed to do with re-
spect to America. '

Lord Castlereagh said, that he meant that a
proposition should be made to the American
government to suspend immediately the Orders
in Council, on condition that they would sus-
pend their non-importation act.

Mr. Whitbread was of opinion that if this pro-
position were to be sent out to America, and it
was expected that the house and country should
wait till they reccived an answer, it was the
greatest delusion that had ever been attempted;
and he proceeded to express in strong terms the
urgency of the distress felt by the manufac-
turers, and the negessity of giving the intended
relief without delay. Mr. Ponsonby also spoke
against the measure proposed, as calculated to
create delay.

Lord Castlereagh, in further explanation, .

said that it was never meant that there should
be any delay in suspending the Orders in Coun-
cil: the intention was that they should be sus-
pended for a definite time, and that this circum-
stance should be communicated to the American
government for the double purpose of ascertain-
ing whether it would, in consequence, abrogate
its non-importation act ; and also that it might
apply to France to return to the ancient system
of belligerents.

Mr. Wilberforce objected to themode proposed
by the noble lord, because it showed an unwil-
lingneas to do that which, in fuct, he intended
to do.

Mr. Canning, in giving a kind of middle opi-
nion on the subject, tended that re tion
was better than suspension,

Mr. Brougham, after congratulating the
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power like Great Britain, must always be
terribly severe. ,

In this Congress (the twelfth) the cele
brated Henry Clay, then a young and ardent
man, made his first entrance on the great
world of politics. He was a fervent advo-
cate for war ; and his remarkable talents,
combined with his sanguine and impetuous
spirit, soon enabled him to outstrip the old
champions of war, who raised him to the
Speakership of the House of Representa.
tives, and tacitly acknowledged him for
their leader. ’

house on the prospect of speedily getting rid of
these Orders, hoped that the noble lord would
withdraw his motion for proceeding to the
orders of the day, and explain more distinctly
what was the exact intention of the govern.
ment.

The final result was, that Mr. B. and Lord
Castlereagh severally withdrew their motions
on the understanding that an official instrument
on thesubject should appear in the next Gazette.

It was a remarkable circumstance in this
debate, that Mr. Stephens, the most strenuous
defender and promoter of the Orders in Council,
was not present: a certain proof that ministers
were already prepared to make the sacrifice
which the voice of the country rendered inevi.
table. .

On June 23rd, there appeared in the Gazette
a declaration from the Prince Regent, absolutely
and unequivocally revoking the Orders in Coun-
cil as far as they regarded American vessels ;
with the proviso, that if after the notification
of this yevocation by our minister in America,
the government of the United States do not re-
voke their interdictory acts against British
commerce, the same, after due notice, shall be
null and of no effect.

Mr. Brougham, on this ocourrence, declared
the full satisfaction of himself and his friends
with the frank and manly conduct of govern-
ment in the mode it had adopted; snd both
sides of the house seemed happy in the prospect
of the amicable intercourse which this proceed-
ing would restore between the two countries.
We cannot, however, refrain from ex
our astonishment, that during the debates there
appeared g0 little consciousness that the quee.
tion of repealing or continuing the Orders in
Council, was a real question of peace or war
with America; and that deferring the decision
8o long, wasrendering it altogether unimportant,
In fact, before the news of the repeal reached
the United States, they were actually ot war with
Great Britain.
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CHAPTER III.

CONTENTS,

Papers relating to Henry’s Mission commu-
nicated to Congress by the President, on
the 5th March.—Ninety Days’ Embargo;
4th April.—President's Message ; 1st
June.—War declared on the 18th, t:nd
persisted in, although intelligence subse-
quently arrives of the Repeal of the Orders
in Council.—The War of 1812, '13, and
14, a War of Aggression, on the part of
the United States.—The War declared
simultaneously with the Invasion of Rus-
sia.—The British North American Pro-
vinces the main object of the War.

Papers_relating to  In the year 1809, about
d's Congras the time of the first
&W""“‘h‘ embargo, Mr. Madison
told the British Minister

at Washington that, in his estimation, such
bad been the conduct of Great Britain, that
the United States would be justified in
declaring war at any moment, and without
further notice. The newspapers, at that
time, were boiling over with invective
against Great Britain, and the invasion of
her North American Colonics was, even at
that early period of the dispute, publicly
talked of and discussed as a very feasible
and very effectual measure of retaliation.
Halifax and Quebec were both mentioned as
pointa on which the attack might be advan-
tageously commenced. As the President’s
language, taken in conjunction with the
popular animosity, seemed to threaten an
immediate assault, intelligence was des-
patched to Sir James Craig, the Governor of
Canada, who, lest the Province under his
command should be taken by surprise, sent
an embassy into the Eastern States, for the
purpose of procuring information. The
instructions given to that agent were not

inconsistent with the Governor’s honourable
character. All that he contemplated was,—
to aacertain the reul state of affairs in the
United States; how far the war-spirit had
spread ; with what amount of success the
resistance of the federal party would proba-
bly be attended ; and, generally, to acquire
such information as might assist him in
putting the Province under his charge into
a proper state of defence. Sir James Craig,
however, was unfortunate, as it proved, in
his choice of the person employed. This
person was a Captain John Ilenry, a clever
and active, but, as circumstances after-
wards showed, a purely mercenary and
unprincipled man. Iie was an Irishman by
birth; had come to the United States as an
adventurer ; became a captain in the army
of 1798 ; and ultimately settled on an estate
in Vermont, close to the frontier. Accord-
ing to his own account, the attention of Sir
James Craig was drawn to him by essays
which he had written in newspapers against
republican government, which he professed
to hold in utter detestation. By some means
or other, however, the Governor of Canada
had heard of him, invited him to Montreal,
and from thence despatched him to Boston
early in 1809, for the purpose we have
already described. After remaining in Bos-
ton about three months, during which period
he wrote Sir James Craig’s secretary four-
teen letters, embodying information of no
great value, as we think, he was recalled,
on the apparent settlement produced by the
Erskine arrangement. In 1811 he visited
England, and applied at the Foreign Office
for a reward for his services; but was
referred back to Sir James Craig’s successor
in the government, ‘“ as hetter able to appre-
ciate the ability and success with which his
mission had been exccuted. Henry did not
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like this; and so, instead of returning to
Canada, proceeded to the United States,
where, in the genuine temper of an unfaith-
ful hireling, he presented himself before
Mr. Madison ; told the tale of his mission;
and offered to sell his papers. Mr. Madison
closed with the profferred bargain, and paid
him out of the secret service fund the large
sum of $50,000 for the papers; apparently
having only a general notion of their con-
tents, and not imagining—as we must argue
from the handsome price he paid for them—
how little they contained. IIe expected, no
doubt, when he made the liberal offer of
$50,000, that the correspondence thus pur-
chased would furnish disclosures highly
serviceable to the Administration, both hy
blackening the character of the British
government and by bringing suspicion and
odium generally on the opposition in Con-
gress,—perhaps by fixing a charge of treason
on some. His disappointment, then, must
have been extreme, on discovering that the
British agent had received no authority or
commission to offer bribes in any shape;
that neither his letters nor the replies
sketched out any plan of insurrection; and
that the correspondence did not implicate,
or even name a single citizen of the United
States. Still, having got the papers into
his hands, and paid dearly for his bargain,
the President determined to mrake all the use
of them that he could. He accordingly
transmitted them to Congress, accompanied
by & message, putting upon the whole affair
the bitterest interpretation he could devise,—
representing it as an effort, on the part of
the British Government to foment disaffec-
tion in the United States, and to bring about
the separation of the Eastern States from the
Union. His end, however, was not answered.
A momentary excitement, it is true, was
produced ; but, as he was unable to hold up
to public indignation any of the * traitors”
whom he may have hoped to detect in Con-
gress, nothing material was effected in
favour of the Administration. The opposi-
tion were not silenced ; for not one of their
. number was caught in the trap. Had the
result been different ; had there been grounds
for suspicion against them, it would assuredly
have gonehard with them—as to their influence

\

at all events; for the minds of the multi-
tude were in that heated state which renders
the appeal of an unpopular minority to the
bar of public opinion & perfectly hopeless
affair. During the debate in Congress om
the correspondence, a Mr. Johnson delivered
himself of the sensible and elegant senti-
ment, that “he considered Canada as rogues’
harbour, and saw in the correspondence
additional reasons for attacking it.” A
vehement onset was made on the British
Ministry in the House of Commons on this
head ; but, whilst they stated that Henry’s
mission was Sir James Craig’s own act,
unknown to them until all was ever, they
defended it on the ground that its object
was nothing more than legitimate informa-
tion, very desirable at so eritical a time;
though they admitted that the transaction
was not in all its circumstances managed
with perfect discretion. Poor Sir James was
then in his grave; but, although his own
voice was not raised in self-defence, we may
venture to assert that his memory, which is
that of a straightforward, honest, and fear-
less man, has not suffered even from the
baseness of the agent whom it was his mis-
fortune to employ. Alison’s brief allusion
to this transaction involves a slight error as
to date, representing it as following the
ninety days’ embargo, of which we are about
to speak. Ile uses, too, the words,—¢ cer-
tain documents found on a Captain Henry,”
from which the general inference would be,
that Henry was detected, whereas he sold
himself, as we have shown above, to Mr.
Madison.

War having been de-
termined upon by the
Administration, the Pre-
sident semt a confidential message to Con-
gress, recommending, ‘ under existing cir
cumstances and prospects,” an embargo for
sixty days. A bill to that effect passed the
House of Representatives by 70 to 41; but
the term was extended in the Senate to 90
days, with which extension it passed both
branches of the Legislature. This was a
committal of the Administration to war; for
it was admitted by the Government party,

Ninety days’ embargo,
4th April. e
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that, as a peace-measure, the embargo could
never have been entertained. Still the oppo-
sition—notwithstanding the serious alarm
they felt—professing themselves unable to
believe that the Government would commit
so rash and 8o ‘ treasonable” an action as
that of plunging the nation, utterly unpre-
pared, into war, suggested that the embargo
was intended to serve the interests of Buona-
parte, by stopping the export of provisions
to Spain, where the British arms were
beginning to be triumphant. The measure,
however, was undoubtedly designed as pre-
paratory to war, for the declaration of which,
at the expiration of the ninety days, the
Government had now made up their minds,
Mr. Alison describes the ohject of the
measure only in part, when he represents it
as intended, to ‘‘ prevent intclligenco of their
preparations from reaching Great Britain,
and to furnish them with the means, from
their extensive commercial navy, of manning
their veasels of war.” Its main ohject was
to remove from the ocean as many of their
merchant-ships as possible, and thus place
them out of the reach of British ships of
war, when the proclamation of hestilities
should become known. The passing of the
embargo was conducted under an injunction
of secrecy ; but the secret was divulged ;
and the commercial cities which gained in-
telligence of it improved the few days
allowed them in lading and despatching
ships with extraordinaryardour and celerity.
The Democratic journals were infuriated.
Flour, by hundreds of thousands of barrels,
they said, had been exported selfishly and
unpatriotically, to feed the British troops in
Spain. It was nothing to them that those
troops were fighting in the noblest cause
which God has ever blessed with success;
fighting side by side with the soldiers of an
oppressed people,—groaning beneath the
exactions, the massacres, and the odious rule
of a French usurper. These embargoes
exhibited, in a remarkable manner, the
blind rage of an irritated democracy, bent
on inflicting vengeance on an cnemy even atq
the certain risk of greater damage to them-
selves. * The direct national injury,” says
a writer in the American Review, of April,
1812, “ caused by an cmbargo of twelve

months duration, would be, according to
statistical calculation, as follows :—

Mercantile loss, ........ ceeeens $24,814,249
Deteriorated value of surplus
produce and waste, ......... 40,196,028

Loss sustained by the revenue, 9,000,000

Total direct national loss,..... $74,010,277
Or, $6,167,523 per month.

The same moment, therefore, that the
nation is called upon to aid their govern-
ment with a loan of 11,000,000 dollars, this
government, without any single openly
avowed or obviously beneficial purpose, at
the bare suggestion of expediency on the
part of the Exccutive, destroys, by an em-
bargo of three months, national wealth to
the amount of $18,502,570, not to reckon
the indirect and collateral mischief, of
enormous magnitude, with which the same
measure is pregnant.”

On the 1st June, *the
President sent a confl-
dential Message to Com
gress, in which he recapitulated all the
causes of complaint against Great Britain ;”

War declared on the and on the 18th a bill,
18th, and persisted in, declaring war against
:xmﬁl:nul; ﬁ.’-}':?: of Great Britain, passed the
the ropenl of the Onde™  J{ouse of Represente-

tives, hy a vote of 79 to
49 ; and the Senate, by 19 to 14. Hostili-
ties were therefore immediately ordered to
be commenced. ¢ Nor did the American
Government,” writes Mr. Alison, * make
any attempt to recede from these hostile
acts, when intelligence arrived a few weeks
after this resolution, and before war had
commenced,* that, by an Order in Couneil,

President’s Messago,
1st June.

’

% No blow had as yet been struck. ¢ Mr.
Madison,” asthe London Quarterly, of January,
1814, humourously observed, ‘¢ had forged his
thunderbolts; but held them yet unlaunched in
his red right hand.” The pleasure of hurling
them, however, was not to be resisted; more
especially as the British standard in Canada
wasto be utteriy shivered and annihilated by
them.
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the British Government had actually re-
pealed the previous Orders, so that the osten-
sible ground of complaint against this
country was removed.”” The war—the
grand provocation having been thus re-
moved—was persisted in, for want of a
better excuse, on the ground of the Impress-
ment question. But the Impressment mat-
ter had actually been arranged in the Treaty
of 1806,—a Treaty approved of to the fullest
extent, and signed by the negotiators of the
United States concerned in framing it,
though Mr. Jefferson afterwards, for reasons
best known to himself, rofused to ratify it.
Nobody, therefore, could pretend but that
the question of Right of Search and Im-
pressment, as it had once been settled,
might be settled again, without recourse to
arms, and was still open for amicable adjust-
ment.
Mn;x er of 1613, ::{ l?esides t!:e moral o!)li-
m&zns&a& partof gation manifestly resting
on the government of the
United States to abandon, in common honesty
and fairness, a war, the alleged provocation to
which had been removed ; the American
Oongress were virtually pledged to such an
abandonment, their own words witnessing
against them. In the Report of the Com-
mittee (November 29th, 1811) urging pre-
paration for war, it was stated that their
intention was, “ as soon as the forces con-
templated to be raised should be in any
tolerable state of preparation, to recommend
-the employment of them for the purpose for
which they shall have been raised, unless
Great Britain shall, in the meantime, have
done us justice.”’*

# The Committee, Mr. P. said, have not re-
commended this course of measures without a
full sense of the high responsibility which they
have taken upon themselves. Tbey are aware
that war, even in its best and faires} form, is
.an evil deeply to be deprecated : but it is some-
times, and on few occasions perhaps more than
on this, a necessary eyil. For myself, I con-
fess I have approached the subject not onlyd
with diffidence, but with awe: but I will never
shrink from my duty because it is arduous or
unpleasant, and I can most religiously declare
that I never acted under stronger or clearer
convictions of duty than I do now in recom-

mending these preparatory measures; or than

Thus, the course which they themselves
acknowledged would be just, and gave im-
plied promise of adopting, was not adopted
when the condition had been fulfilled. The
government of the United States stand,
then, self-convicted of wanton aggression on
the North American Colonies of Great
Britain, and of prosecuting the war on
grounds different from those which they
were accustomed to assign. If to our
mother-land there attach the reproach of
impolitic pertinacity in maintaining, so long,
a system prejudicial to her own commerce,
and irritating to & neutral power, under an

I shall ultimately in recommending war, in

case Great Britain shall not have rescinded her
Orders in Council, and made some satisfactory
arrangements in respect to the impressment of
our seamen. If there should be any gentlemen
in the house who were not satisfied that we
ought to go to war for our maritime rights,
Mr. P. earnestly entreated that they would not
vote for the resolutions. Do net, said he, let
us raise armies, unless we intend to employ
them. If we do not mean to support the rights
and honour of the country, let us not drain it
of its resources.

Mr. P. said, he was aware that there wert
many gentlemen in the house who were dis-
satisfied that the committee had not gone fure
ther, and recommended an immedlate declara~
tion of war, or the adoption of some measures
which would have instantly precipitated us into
it. But he confessed such was not his opinion ;
he had no idea of plunging ourselves headlong
into a war with a powerful nation, or even a
respectable province, when we had not three
regiments of men to spare for that service. He
hoped that we should not be influenced by the
howling of newspapers, nor by a fear that the
spirit of the 12th Congress would be questioned,
to abandon the plainest dictates of common
sense and common discretion. He was sensible
that there were many good men out of Congress,
a8 well as many of his best friends in it, whose
appetites were prepared for a war feast. He
was not surprised at it, for he knew the provo-
catives had been sufficiently great. But he
hoped they would not insist on calling in the
guests, at least until the table should have been
spread. When this was done, he pledged him-
gelf, in behalf of the Committee of Foreign
Relations, that the gentleman should not be
disappointed of the entertainment for the want
of bidding; and he believed he might also
pledge himself for many of the members of the
Committee, that they would not be among the
last to partake personally, not only in the
pleasures, if any there should be, but in all
the dangers of the revelry.—American Weekly
Register, vol. 1, p. 268,
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impression of necessary self-defonce, right
in the first instance, but subsequently, by
the angry legislation of the United States,
rendered delusive; there is, at least, no
moral turpitude in such a charge. The lust
of conquest, however, involving, as it does,
moral guilt, provokes a censure and fixes a
etain which the honour of a nation, and of
a Christian nation especially, is deeply con-
eerned in repelling, if it can. For this
offence against national integrity and good
faith the government of the United States
are answerable, in prosecuting the war from
motives clearly distinct from those which
they avowed ; motives not at all consistent
with the position in which they desired to
place themselves before the world,—that of
an aggrieved people contending for rights
which had been infringed ; motives, in short,
arising wholly from popular feelings at once
eovetous of the possessions of another
nation, and exasperated for the time hy
passions beyond control. In a word, the
war of 1812 was a war of accRrEssron ; and
its fate was that with which it is the usual
Providence of God to visit, sooner or later,
all aggressive wars: it was a failure; and a
failure, though brightened by occasional
triumph, involving, on the whole, a large
amount of retributive calamity. It is, too,
8 remarkable; we might say, providential
circumstance, that the failure was mainly
brought about through the gallant and the
unexpected resistance of the very colony
which was regarded by its invaders as likely
to prove an easy conquest, in consequence,
more particularly, of the disloyalty to the
British Crown vainly imagined to lurk in
its heart. That very colony which, to the
war-party in Congress, was the object of
cupidity, and by a ¢ strong delusion”
afforded them their highest hopes of success,
became largely instrumental to their dis-
oomfiture. This looks like a judicial dis-
appointment of schemes not merely visionary
and inconsiderate ; but—what is far worse—
violent and unjust.

Six days after the de-
e claration of war by the

United States, Buona-
parte passed the Niemen, with the vast and

brilliant armament which, in the purpose of
its imperial leader, was to bring down
Russia as low as the rest of the Continent
but was destined, in the designs of Provi-
dence, to afford in modern history, a parallel
to Pharoah and Sennacherib. Had the
United States awaited the issue of that expe-
dition it is possible that their war against
Gireat Britain would not have been declared.
Even if the flames of Moscow had proved as
ineffectual as the woes of Spain to exaspe-
rate them against the scourge and the
oppressor of Europe, still destruction, in one
campaign of half a million of his veterans,
was too evident and too serious a blow to his
military strength, not to impair the prestige
of his alliance, and to shake that faith in
his destiny which may have extended from
Europe to his Transatlantic allies; for im
that false position our Anglo-Saxon brethen
had, on the 18th Jume, 1812, unhappily
placed themselves. A little more patience
on the part of the United States would have
set all right, without war, which remedied
nothing, and produced no settlement bus
what would have been made, had peace con-
tinued, two years before ; and that on terms
more explicit and more advantageous to the
Republic than the treaty of Ghent, which
closed the unprofitable contest. Their
troubles weroe the tfoubles of the age;
caused by the Convulsion and the disorgae
nization of the civilized world, not by any
ill will harboured by Great Britain against
them. Tyrants aiming at universal dominion
cannot send their whirlwinds of men and
steel over the earth without causing general
suffering—and the United States suffered.
With the breaking of the oppressor’s rod,
their sufferings would have ceased. The
tide of French invasion once driven back,
the ancient landmarks would have re-
appeared ; the rights of nations, the renewal
of intercourse, the revival of commeroce 3
everything, in short, worth contending for
would have followed the fall of Buonaparte,
since it was by his conquests and decrees
alone that the order and the happiness of
the world had been interrupted. The United
States, by throwing themselves into the con-
tost, only delayed that happy consumma-
tion.
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There were many
things which, in and
out of Congress, were
grievously misunderstood in the United
States. The loyalty of the British North
American Provinces was misunderstood when
the political seers of Congress asserted, with
that vehement asseveration and implicit
faith which are often found to bear an in-
verse proportion to truth and information,
that those Colonies were ripe for defection.
The power of Great Britain, hampered as
she was by the mortal struggle with her
European foe, was greatly misunderstood,
when a member in Congress expressed appa-
rently the expectations of the majority in
the utterance of the appalling prediction,—
“ We shall drive the British from our conti-
nent ;" and the ability of the United States
to cope with such an adversary was consi-
derably overrated by wiser heads than
another Congress orator possessed who deli-
vered himself of this truly magnificent bom-
bast,—* The Falls of Niagara could be re-
sisted with as much success as the American
people, when they should be called into
action I’ Butamid all this deplorable mis-
apprehension, there was one point which
was not misunderstood,—~THE VALUE OF THE
Brimise NorrH AMERICAN PROVINCES TO
TR’ Britise Crown. That point, both
inside Congress and outside; was fully com-
prehended ; and what was said in regard to
it was no more than the truth. ¢ These
Provinces,” said Mr. Porter, the Chairman
of the Committee of Foreign Relations,”
“ were not only immensely valuable in them-
selves, but almost indispensable to the exist-
ance of Great Britain, cut off as sho now is,
in a great measure,from the North of Europe.
He had been credibly informed that the
exports from Quebec, only, amounted during
the last year (1810) to near six millions of
dollars, and most of these, too, in articles
of the first necessity,—in ship timber and
in provisions for the support of her fleets
and armies.” ‘ The conquest of Canada,”
wrote the Weekly Register, about the same
time, * will be of the highest importance to
us in distressing our enemy ; in cutting off
his supplies of provisions and naval stores
for his West India Colonies and home de-
mand. There is no place from whence she

The British North
American Provinces,
the main object of the
War.

can supply the mighty void that would be
occasioned by the loss of this country, as
well in his exports as imports. It would
operate upon him with a double force: it
would deprive him of a vast quantity of
indispensable materials, as well as of food,
and close an extensive market for his manu-
factures. Canada and Nova Scotia, if not
fully conquered immediately, may be render-
ed useless to him in a few weeks. Without
them, and particularly the latter, he cannot
maintain those terrible fleets on our const
that we are threatencd with, or bridge our
barbours with frigates, admitting he may
have no use for them to defend his own
shores; for he will not have a dockyard,
fitting the purposes of his navy, within 3,000
miles of us.”” The great worth of these
possessions was, at the time of which we are
writing, and is now, well known to poli-
ticians in the United States. Whilst the
war-spirit was raging, the democrats thought
it distressing, intolerable that the British
flag should be proudly waring, on their very
borders, over so choice a tract of territory ;
the rescue from monarchical rule of such a
land, by nature so favoured, in position so
conveniently situated for annexation, was to
be resolutely attempted,—it was like taking
the Holy City out of the hands of the infi-
dels, and was eminently worthy of all the
exuberant patriotism, and the blind sacri-
fice, and the furious effort of a republican
crusade. The British North American Pro-
vinces were coveted ; coveted most ardently,
for their own sake, and for the anticipated
gratification of extirpating from the conti-
nent every vestige of kingly government.
The ardour of the cupidity can scarcely
excite surprice, where the olject was so
valuable, and the appropriation deemed so
easy,—everything having been previously
settled by the democrats to their perfect
satisfaction,—in a manner the most easy
and comfortable that can be imagined,—
as to the political purpose which the British
Colonies were to serve, when blessed with
the privilege of incorporation with the
United States. *“ I am willing,” was the
magnanimous declaration of Mr. Grundy, of
Tennesseo, “ to receive the Canadians as
adopted brethren; it will have beneficial
political effects ; it will preserve the equili-
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brium of the government. When Louisiana
shall be fully peopled, the Northern States
will lose their power; they will be at the
discretion of others; they can be depressed
st pleasure, and then this union might be
endangered. I therefore feel anxious not
only to add the Floridas to the South, but
the Canadas to the North of this empire.”
This is all very amusing; but, unhappily,
it suggests the painful reflection, that should
the same dishonest cupidity continue, it may,
at a future period again embroil the two
nations. That the United States would be
glad to annex the British Provinces ; that
the acquisition of these truly valuable, if not
fully valued Colonies, would be hailed and
celebrated by them as an event second in
interest and importance only to their Decla-
ration of Independence ;—this we believe to
be undeniable. But the follies and the
losses, the sacrificed treasure and life of the
last war have taught them, we trust, the
salutary lesson that there is more of profit
to be derived from commerce with Great
Britain in peace, than of glory or of terri-
tory to be wrested from her in war; and
that to alehouse politicians alone ought to
be left the madness of proposing the sacri-
fice of that lucrative traffic which now em-
ploys about one-half of all their shipping,
with the hope of tarnishing the renown, dis-
grecing the flag, or subduing any of the
dependencies of that Empire which is still—
and long may it so continue !—the most
powerful on the face of the earth. As to
the jealousy they may feel in consequence of
having a foreign power—so formidable as

Great Britain—on their frontier, the counsel
may be fitly applied to their case which was
honestly and wisely given to Louis XIV.,
who, had he been guided by that sage
advice, would have spared himself a dis-
honourable peace and adismembered empire:
‘It is useless to allege,” urged this honest
ocounsellor of an unscrupulous king, * that
these towns of Holland were nocessary to
your state: the property of others is never
necessary to us. That which is truly neces-
sary to us, is to observe strict justice. You
ought not even to pretend that you have s
right to retain in perpetuity certain places,
because they contribute to the security of
your frontier. It is your wisdom to seek
that security by good alliances, by your
moderation, or by strongholds which you
have it in your power to fortify in the rear.
But, be this as it may, the necessity of
watching over our own security can never
give us the right of seizing our neighbour’s
territory.” By this advice, republics as well
as kings may be profited ; and the United
States in particular, if chargeable at all with
frontier-conquest ; of which let themselves
be judges. As to annexing the British North
American Colonies by force of arms, the
time has not yet arrived when that would be
an exploit easy of accomplishment, or likely
to prove remunerative, if we consider the
sufferings and the disasters which must pre-
cede. The alternative of  peaceful cession”
we will leave our posterity to discuss in the
last days of Britain’s decrepitude.

WhaicE May ALxigHTY GoD LONG FORE-
rEND |

CHAPTER IV.

CONTENTS.

Attempts to induce the belief that the war was
only unpopular with the minority; from June
18 to July 12, 1812.—Declaration of Hostili-
ties.—Spirit which actuated Canadians,—
although from a knowledge of their weakness
it might lead them to deprecate hostilities,
yet not adverse to Great Britain.—Remarks
on the Address of the Assembly of Upper
Canada, on the Declaration of War.—State of
feeling in Lower Canada.—First hostile de-
monstration ; 12th July, 1812.—Movements
of Colonel St. George.—Conduct of our In-
dian Allies.—General Brock, with a body of
Volunteers, leaves York for the scene of
sction, and arrives on the 13th August.—
Offensive and Retaliatory Measures at once
adopted bg*(}enenl Brock.—Capitulation of

General Hull, and fate of Detroit.—Effects
produced on Canadians by these unhoped for
successes.

Attempts to induce the “ War is deolnred,”—
belief that the war was ¢ (reqt Britain is the
only unpopular with the R
minority—From June18, enemy,”—‘‘Our ancient
1812, to July 12, 1812. and inveterate foe has
at length been proclaimed, by the constituted
authorities in the United States,”—* In the
valley of humiliation ; at the foot of the
throne of her idiot monarch ; at the threshold
of the palaces of the knaves who administer
the government in his name, we sought jus-
tice, and begged for peace; not because we
feared war, but from that moderation which
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distinguishes the people, as well as the
government of the United States.” Such
was the chord which was ever and anon
struck by a very large body of the people
throughout the United States, as if, by
awakening discord, to drown the last faint
harmonious notes of moderation breathed by
the reflecting portion of the community.
The effort, however, was & vain one—unless
we record the outbreak at Baltimore as a
first successful result of the war feeling.
Very different were the popular sentiments
in the Southern States, where swarms of
privateers were preparing to reap the ex-
pected harvest of prizes among the West
India islands. Of the towns in this interest,
Baltimore stood foremost in violence and
outrage. A newspaper published there,
entitled ‘The Federal Republican, had
rendered itself obnozxious, by its opposition
to the measures of the war-party, and
menaces had repeatedly been thrown out
against the conductors. On the night of
July 27th, a mob assembled before the
house of the editor, for the purpose of des-
troying it. In expectation of this attack,
he had collected a number of friends with
fire-arms, to defend it from the inside,
among whom were Generals Lee and Lin-
~gan. A furious affray arose, in which the
mob were several times repulsed, with loss.
- At length a party of military were brought
to the spot, by the Mayor and General
Stricker, to whom those of the defenders
who were left in the house, twenty-six in
number, surrendered themselves, upon
assurance of their safety, and were con-
ducted to prison. On the next day, at the
shameful instigation of a public journal,
the mob re-assembled before the jail, with
the intention of taking their revenge; and
having broken open the door, after some of
the prisoners had rushed through and made
their escape, they fell upon the rest with
clubs, and beat them till searcely any signs
of life remained. General Lingan, a man of
seventy, and formerly a friend of Washing-
ton, was killed on the spot. General Lee, a
distinguished partizan in the revolutionary
war, had his skull fractured; and many
others were severely injured. The militia
refused to turn out while this massacre was
perpetrating, and the Mayor is said to have

absented himself. It must be added, that
this atrocity was regarded with horror and
indignation in all the other parts of the
United States.

At Boston, on the day of the declaration
of war, all the ships in the port displayed
flags half mast high, the usual token of
mourning ; and a town meeting was held in
that city, at which a number of resolutions
were paased, stigmatizing the war as unne-
cessary and ruinous, and leading to a
connexion with France, destructive to
American liberty and independence. In
several of the minor easfern cities, and in
New York, similar, though net quite so
broadly manifested, demonstrations occurred.
At a convention of delegates from the
several counties of the State of New York,
held at the capital, in Albany, on the 17th
and I8th of September, 1812, the spirit of
the resolutions passed was ;:—

First, that the attempt, amongst a free
people, to stifle enquiry, ‘as to the arbitrary
and despotic measures adopted by govern-
ment, in plunging the country into an
unjust war, is essentially hostile to repub-
lican institutions, and one of the worst
species of tyranny which the ingenaity of
the foes of freedom has yet contrived.

Secondly, that the devlaration of war was
& most rash, unwise, and inexpedient
measure; and, considering the time and
circumstances of its declaration, the condi-
tion of the country, and state of the public
mind, one which ought forever to deprive
its authors of the esteem and confidence of
an enlightened people.

With regard to the proposed descent en
Canada, the convention decided, also, thas
“ the creation of New States, out of terri-
tories not within the ancient limits of the
United States, is inconsistent with the spirit
of the federal compact, and calculated to
destroy the weight which the old, great, and
populous States ought to have in the Union.”
A most emphatic protest against prosecuting
the war, on the grounds officially noted, was
also entered, with a declaration, that even
the possibility of an «lliance with France
should be regarded with abhorrence. All
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these attempts, however, of the moderate
party were unsucoeasful, as we have shown,
and but resulted in the final declaration of
hostilities, in June, 1812,

Declaration of Hostl- We introduce here
Httes. both the acts declara-
tory of hostilities on both sides,* although
one preceded the other nearly four months ;
but it may be interesting to the reader to
mark the spirit of the two declarations—
she one, short, uncompromising, and leav-
ing no choice whatever to the British Go-

* An Act declaring War Dbetween the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
and the Dependencies thereof, and the United
States of America, and their Territories.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of Ame-
rica, in Congress assembled, that war he, and
the same is hereby deelared to exist, between
the United Kingdom of Great Britamn and Ire-
land, and the DPepemdencies thereof, and the
United States of America and their Territories;
and that the President of the United States be,
and is hereby authorised, to use the whole land
and naval force of the United States, to carry
the same into effect ; and to issue to private

vessels of the United States commissions
or letters of marque and general reprisal, in
such form as he shall think proper, and under
the seal of the United States, against the ves-
sels, goods, and effects of the government of
the said United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, and the subjects thereof.

Jauss Mapison.
June 18, 1812.—Approved.

Declaration of War against Ameriea—at the
Court of Carlton-House, Qctober 18, 1812—
present, His Royal Highsess the IPrince
Regent in Council.

Whereas, in consequence of information hav-
ing been received of a declaration of war by
the United States government against His Ma-
jesty, and of the issue of letters of marque and
reprisal by the said government, against His
Majesty and his subjects, an Order in Council,
bearing date the 31st of July last, was issued,
directing that American ships and goods should
be brought in and detained till further orders;
and whereas His Royal Highness the Prince
Regent, acting in the name and on the behalf
of His Mujesty, forbore at that time to direct

vernment, appeared a8 if it had been dic-
tated by the parties, who for six months
before had heen equipping their fastest ves-
sels as privateers, and who well knew that
their best chance of securing easy and rich
prizes lay in intercepting the last of the
homeward bound West India men for that
year ; as, when once the declaration of war
should be fully made known, novessels would
be permitted to run without convoy; and
thus the chances of the smaller class of
privateers securing prizes would be mate-

letters of marque and reprisal to be issued
against the ships, goods, and citizens of the
said United States of America, under the ex-
pectation that the said government would,
upon the notitication of the Order in Council,
of the 23rd of June last, forthwith recall and
annul the said declaration of war againet His
Majesty, and also annul the said letters of
marque and reprisal.

And whereas the said government of the
United States of America, upon due notifica-
tion to them of the said Order in Council, of
the 23rd of June last, did not think fit to recall
the said declaration of war and letters of
marque and reprisal, but have proceeded to
condemn, and persisied in condemning the
ships and property of his Majesty’s subjects,
a8 prize of war, and have refused to ratify a
suspension of arms agreed upon between
Lieutensnt-General 8ir George Prevost, His
Majesty’s Governor-General of Canads, and
General Dearbern, commanding the American
forces in the northern provinces of the United
States, and have directed hostilities to be re-
commenced in that quarter.

His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, act-
ing in the name and on the behelf of His Ma-
jesty, and with the advice of His Majesty’s
Privy Couneil, is hereby pleased to order, and
it is hereby ordered, that general reprisals be
granted against the ships, goods, and citizens
of the United States of America, and others
inhabiting within the territories thereof (save
and except any vessels to which His Majesty’s
license has been granted, or which have been
directed to be released from the embargo, and
have not terminated the original voyage on
which they were detained or released,) so that
as well His Majesty’s fleets and ships, as also
all other ships and vessels that shall be com-
missioned by letters of marque or general repri-
sals, or otherwise by His Majesty’s commis-
sioners for executing the office of Lord High
Admiral of Great Britain, shall or may law-
fully scize all ships, vessels, and goods belong-
ing to the government of the United Statey of
Awmerica, or the citizens thereof, or others
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rially lessened. East Indiamen, it was
well known, were beyond the mark of any
cruisers but those of considerablo forco, and
subsequent events showed that the harvest
of prizes in this field was but inconsider-
able. The declaration of the British Govern-
ment is noteworthy, for the moderation
which even at that last stage it evinced,
nothing can more clearly mark the spirit
which then actuated the British Council, or
more satisfactorily demonstrate their un-
willingnessto precipitate hostilities. Having,
however, fairly disposed of the question,
we will now turn to Canada, and take
up, in order, the events which then shook to
its core that, as yet, infant state.

inhabiting within the Territories thereof, and
bring the same to judgment in any of the
Courts of Admiralty within His Majesty’s
dominions; and to that end His Majesty’s
Advocate-General, with the Advocate of the
Admiralty, are forthwith to prepare the
draught of a commission, and present the
same to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent,
at this board, authorising the Commissioners
for executing the affice of Lord High Admiral,
or any person or persons by them empowered
and appointed, to issue forth and grant let-
ters of marque and reprisals to any of His
Majesty’s subjects, or others whom the said
Commissioners shall deem fitly qualified in that
behalf for the apprehending, seizing, and takin,
the ships, vessels, and goods belonging to the
United States of Americs, or the citizens
thereof, or others iphabiting within the

countries, territories, or dominions thepeof,

(except as aforesaid,) and that such powers and
clauses be inserted in the said commission as
have been usual, and are according to former

ents; and His Majesty's Advocate-
General, with the Advocate of the Admiralty,
are also forthwith to prepare the draft of a
commission, and present the same to His Royal
Highness the Prince Regent, at this board,
authorising the said Commissioners for execut-
ing the office of Lord High Admiral to will and
require the High Court of Admirslty of Great

HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812

Before, however, commencing our account
of the various warlike proceedings which
almost immediately commenced, it would
be as well for us to take a brief review of
-the actual position in which Canada stood
"at the breaking out of the war,—t0 examine
into her means of defence, and to endeavour
to ascertain, if possible, the causes which
could have led to the belief, so universally
‘held by their neighbours, that Oanadians,
'as a body, might be oonsidered as dis-
affected ; and Canada as not unwilling to
assist in the cause of annexation.

inhabiting within the countries, territories, and
dominions thereof (except as afc ; and
that such powers and clsuses be in the
said commission as have been usual, and are
according to former precedents ; and thegom
likewise to prepare and lay before His Royal
Highness the Prince Regent, at this board, &
draught of such instructions as may be proﬁz
to be sent to' the Courts of i in
Majesty’s Foreign Governments Planta~
tions, for their guidance herein ; as also snother
draught of instructions for such ships as shall
be commissioned for the purpose above-men-
tioned. .
His Royal Highness the Prinoce Rog’nt is
nevertheless pleased hereby to declare, in the

8 name and on the behalf of His Majesty, that

'nothing in this order contained shall be under-
i stood to recall or affect the declaration which
' His Majesty’s Naval Commander on the Ameri-
‘can station has been authorised to make to the
| United States of America—namely, that His
'Royal Highnees, animated by a ginoere desire
to arpest the calamities of war, has suthorised
the said Commander to sign a convention,
and annulling, from a day to be

ed, all hostile orders issued by the respec-
'tive governments, with s view af restoring,
| without delay, the relations of amity and pom-
‘merce between His Majesty and the United
| Btates of Americs,

Britain, and the Lieutensnt apd Judge of the '
said Court, h;:l Sé:rrogsh op Surro t:ls, as ' From the Court of Carltpp-House, ths 13th
also the seve ourts of Admipal thin

His Majesty’s dominions, to take oognifmco of, ‘of October, 1812.

and judicially proceed upon all and sll manner (Signed)
of captures, seizures, prizes, and reprisals of - gn
all ships and goods that are or shall be taken,

and to hear and determine the same, and, .

CASTLEREAGH.
N. VANSITTARY.
Crarres Loxa.

according to the course of Admiralty and the LIVERPOOL.
laws of nations, to adjudge and condemn all BATHURST
such ships, vessels, and goods as shall belong :
to the government of the United States of MzLvILLE.
Americs, or the citizens thereof, or to others. Sioxovrs.
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Spirit which actuated Canadians were not
mm disloyal at tl.nt period.
their veakness, it might  We may fairly deduce
Jead them to deprecate N

hostilities—yet, not nd- this fact, as far as
verse toGrent Britain.  jyner Canada is con-
cermed, from the tenor of General
Brock’s despatches. Even so far back as
12th February, 1812, we find him writing
to Colonel Baynes, the Adjutant-General,—
“¢ T have reason to look for the acquiescence
of the two Houses to every measure I may
think necessary to recommend, for the peace
and defence of the country. A spirit has
manifested itself little expected by those
who conceived themselves the best qua-
lified to judge.” [Even in speaking of
‘those who were considered, if not hostile,
£0 be, at least, indifferent to British interests,
the Lieutenant-Governor remarks: “ I do
not, of course, think it expedient to damp
the ardour displayed by those once doubtful
characters. The most powerful opponents
to Governor Gore’s Administration take the
lead on the present occasion. Some opposed
Mr. Gore evidently from personal motives,
but never forfeited the right of being num-
bered among the loyal. Few, very few are
actuated by base or unworthy considerations;
their character will very soon, however, be
put to a severe test. The measures which I
intend to propose are—l. ‘ A Militia Sup-
plementary Act ;* 2. ¢ The Suspension of the
Habeas Corpus ;’ 3. ¢ An Alien Law;’ 4.
4 An Act for the better apprehension of
deserters.’ ”

Now, although General Brock found him-
self beaten, in the House of Assembly, on
both the Militia and Habeas Corpus Acts,
yet we find, in the reasons he assigns, no
ground to change our opinion. On ths con-
trary, he distinctly attributes the miscarriage
of these two measures—the first was lost by
the casting-vote of the chairman, and the
second by an almost equally trifling majo-
rity—to the strong sentiment that prevailed,
that war was not likely to occur with the
United States ; an opinion which was care-
fully disseminated by the numerous settlers
from that country, and which tended mate-
rially to influence the votes of the mem-
bers, or of such of them at least as, by
their ignorance of the real position of

affairs, were easily betrayed into error.
That General Brock, at all events, saw no
reason to induce a change of opinion, is
pretty evident, if we may judge from the
tone of his despatch, of 16th May, to Sir
George Prevost, the Governor-General :—
“ Every one with whom I have had an
opportunity of conversing, assures me that
an exceedingly good disposition prevails
among the people.” The soundness of this.
opinion was most triumphantly established
by subsequent events,—mot the least im-
portant of which was, that as soon the Militia
Bill, but slightly modified, was passed,
although a clause had been introduced,
authorizing the raising of flank companies,
to be trained at least six times in each month,
and although the inhabitants knew that they
would have to go to a great distance to
attend parade, would be liable to heavy
expense, and be subject to no inconsider-
able privations, the flank companies, in the
districts in which they were established,
were instantly completed with volunteers;
and, indeed, an almost unanimous disposi-
tion to serve was evinced. Now, this feel-
ing was manifested at a time when the pros-
pects of the Colony were most gloomy, and
when the almost defenceless condition of the
Province was but too apparent,—at a time
when the Governor, on whose judgment so
much depended, was forced to acknowledge,
that although every man capabloe of carry-
ing 8 musket, along the whole of the line,
should be prepared to act, he * had nota
musket more than would suffice to arm part
of the militia from Kingston westward.”

The advices from England at this juno-
ture were also equally dispiriting, so much
so, that, about this time, Col. Baynes is
found expressing himself, ¢ Sir Geo. Prevost
has directed me to inform you, that unless
reinforcements arrive from England, (of
which his Excellency is not sanguine, as the
prevailing apprehension in England seems
to be, that hostilities would not ensue on
this continent; and as, moreover, the pledge
held out in the Prince Regent’s speech, of
supporting with energy the contest in Por-
tugal and Spain, renders it little likely that
troops will be sent to this quarter,) although
he may be very desirous to render you any
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assistance to strengthen the Upper Province,
his means of doing so will be but very
limited. When we remember, besides all
these dispiriting influences, that & numerous
body of settlers from the United States were
everywhere disseminating their evil coun-
sels, and that well-founded fears were enter-
tained that the American intrigues among
the different Indian tribes, which had been
openly carried on, and in the conducting of
which no expence had been spared, had not
failed of success, but that divisions had
been sown among our Indian allies,
and the minds of many altogether estranged,
have we not ample grounds on which to
base our assertions that the Canadas were
sound to the core, and that all the rash
and flatulent speeches made in the American
houses of Legislature were but occasioned
by the knowledge of their own weakness
and divided state? Is it possible for any
sane person to credit that the Americans
weore 8o totally led away by overweening
vanity as to suppose that, when Great Britain
should arise in her might, it would be possi-
ble for them to hope for success in a war of
aggression? Is it not much more likely that
French gold it was which originated the idle
speculations respecting the Canadas, and not
any evidences of discontent or disaffection in
those Provinces? The following extracts,
however, from an address of the assembly of
Upper Canada, to their constituents, put the
matters beyond the possibility of doubt and
prove to demonstration the loyalty of the
Province.

Remarkeon the A 1t happened, most
dress of the Amsembly opportunely, that the

b rc,‘,".,‘gd”w:u" House of Assembly had

8o nearly completed the
business before them, that they were at
liberty to take all the steps necessary at this
crisis, without neglecting any other important
measures.

“The declaration of war issued against
Great Britain by the United States, when
first announced, appenred to he an act of such
astonishing folly and desperation, as to be
altogether incredible, and not only excited
the greatest surprise among the inhabitants
of this Province, but among the great ma-
Jjority of our enemies themsclves. So many

cogent reasons from interest, affection, and
virtue, pleaded for an opposite policy, that
the most intelligent became the most credu-
lous. That a government professing to be
the friend of man and the great supporter of
his liberty and independence, should light
up the torch of war against the only nation
that stands between itself and destruction,
exhibited a degree of infatuation or madneas
altogether incomprehensible — “ it cannot
be,” said the wiser part of our inhabitants
—*the United States will never declare war
against a nation which has uniformly treated
them with kindness and respect, whose fleeta
protect their commerce, and whose armies
support their freedom and independence.”
But the men at present ruling the states,
infatuated, or, as their more enlightened
countrymen say, “bribed by the tyrant of
France,” regardless of the best interests of
their country and the feelings and affections
of a great majority of their own people, have
commenced hostilities against our mother
country while treating their vessels with
hospitality, and instead of threatening their
liberties, offering the most equitable terms
of accommodation.”

Here follows a long and spirited appeal to
the descendanta of the U.E. loyalists, who had
been driven from the land of their adoption ;
and there is very little doubt but that the
spirit which was roused amongst Canadians
was attributable, in a great measure, to the
unshaken fidelity of these settlers.

¢ Already have we the joy to remark, that
the spirit of loyalty has burst forth in all ita
ancient splendor. The militia in all parts
of the Province have volunteered their ser-
vices with acclamation, and displayed a de-
gree of energy worthy of the British name.
They do not forget the blessings and privi-
leges which they enjoy under the protection
and fostering care of the British Empire,
whose government is only felt in this country
by acts of the purest justice, and most pleas-
ing and efficacious benevolence. When men
are called upon to defend every thing they
call precious, their wives and children, their
friends and posseseions, they ought to be
inspired with the noblest resolutions, and
they will not be casily frightened hy menaces,
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or oonquered by force. And beholding as
we do, the flame of patriotism burning from
one end of the Canadas to the other, wo
cannot but entertain the most pleasing an-
ticipations. Our enemies have indeed said,
that they can suhdue this country by a pro-
clamation; but it is our parts to prove to
them that they are sadly mistaken; that the
population is determinately hostile, and that
the few who might be otherwise inclined,
will find it their safety to be faithful.”

That this part of the address produced
the most beneficial results, was pretty
clearly proved by the timid and vacillating
measures adopted by General Hull; the
more 8o, as every day afforded fresh proof
to that General, after he was fairly on
British ground, that he had been grossly
deceived by the representations which had
induced him to believe that Canada was ripe
for a revolt.

¢ Innumerable attempts will be made by
falsehood, to detach you from your allegiance;
for our enemies, in imitation of their Eu-
ropean master, trust more to treachery than
to force; and they will, no doubt, make use
of many of those lies, which unfortunately
for the virtuous part of these states, and the
peace and happiness of the world, had too
‘much success during the American robellion:
they will tell you that they are come to give
‘freedom—yes, the base slaves of the most
‘contemptible faction that ever distracted the
affairs of any nation—the minions of the very
sycophants who lick the dust from the feet
of Buonaparte, will tell you, that they are
come to communicate the blessing of liberty
to this Province; but you have only to look
at your situation to put such hypocrites to
oconfusion.”

“Trusting more to treachery than open
hostility, our enemies have already spread
their emissaries through the country to se-
duce our fellow sabjects from their allegiance,
by promises as false as the principles on
which they are founded. A law has there-
fore been enacted for the speedy detection of
such emissaries, and for their condign pun-
ishment on conviction—a law which it will
not be easy to escape.”

The moderation of the different acts which
were then passed, for the preservation and
defence of the Province, is an additional

proof that internal treachery was not one of
the causes which were feared. The exigency
of the time would have warranted the adop-
tion of much more stringent measures ; and
had there been any real grounds to fear the
settlers from the United States, whose inclina-
tions, though in the main good, would be
natarally with the interests of their native
country, could have caused any danger,
doubtless effective measures would have been
adopted. The Legislature, however, knew
their men, and trusted to Canadian loyalty.
We shall shortly see the proofs that their
confidence was not misplaced.

“Remember, when you go forth to the
combat, that you fight not for yourselves
alone, but for the whole world. You are
defeating the most formidable conspiracy
against the civilization of man that ever was
contrived; a conspiracy threatening greater
barbarism and misery than followed the
downfall of the Roman Empire—that now
you have an opportunity of proving your at-
tachment to the parent state which contends
for the relief of oppressed nations, the last
pillar of true liberty, and the last refuge of
oppressed humanity. )

“Persevere as you have begun, in your
strict obedience to the laws and your atten-
tion to military discipline; deem no sacrifice
too costly which secures the enjoyment of
our happy constitution; follow, with your
countrymen in Britain, the paths of virtue,
and, like them, you shall triumph over all
your unprincipled foes.”

State of foeling in 1aving, we think, satis-
Lower Canada. factorily, though briefly,
disposed of any question that may have
arisen with respect to the loyalty of Upper
Canadians, we will take a glance at the
state of parties in Lower Canada, and
examine into the reasons why the stain of
disaffection should be supposed to rest any
more on them, than on their brethren in the
Upper Province.

If there were grounds for apprehending
that a feeling of disloyalty existed at all in
Canada, reason would have at once sug-
gested that in Lower Canada was the evil to
be sought. Yet, on examination into this
part of our subject, we find, that although
Sir George Prevost had at this time a very
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delicate card to play with his House of
Assembly, he succeeded in obtaining from
them & Militin Act, which, though not
affording all that was required, was still a
material point gained. 2,000 men were to
be balloted, to serve for three months, in
two successive summers. One reason why
more was not gained was, that an appre-
hension existed that Canadians might con-
tract military habits, and enlist into the
gervice. This feeling, however, did not pre-
vent the establishment of the Glengarry
* Light Infantry,* who numbered, by the 1st
May, 1812, four hundred rank and file; and
we find, farther, that on Sir George Pre-
vost’s issuing orders to recruit for a still
higher establishment, the officers engaged to
double the number, and did it. This does
net look like disaffection ; and, whether we
go still further east, or south, we trace the
pame spirit. We find two officers dividing
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and enlist-
ing Acadians, while Lieutenant McDonell
is reported as making great progress among
the Highland settlers on the coast and gulf.
‘When we take all these circumstances, then,
into consideration, we confess that we are
At a loss to find any sounder reasons for im-
puting disaffection to Lower Canadians, than
we have found to exist among their brethren
of the Upper Provinoe ; and although they
were pot called on, in the course of the events
which followed, to make such sacrifices, or
give such unequivocal proofs of their loyalty,
as Upper Canadians; yet, we venture to as-
sert, that the animus was there which would
have proved that in both Provinces alike the
same pure 8spirit of patriotism burned.

‘We canno} well see what reasons the rulers
of the United States could have adduced for
arriving at a different conclusion. So far
back as that momentous period, when their
fellow colonists threw off their allegiance to
the mother country, the French Canadians,
though pressingly invited to assist, refused.
They were, even then, aware of the blessings
which they enjoyed under British Govern-
ment, and willingly submitted to the Stamp
Act, which caused 8o great a revolt amongst

* Although the levies raised for the corps be-
longed generally to the Lower Province, yet
strict geographical justice would assign these
troops to the Upper Province.

their neighbours. On the 31st December,
1775, at the siege of Quebec, we find that
almost to Lower Canadians alone was the
successful resistance against the combined
attack of Generals Arnold and Montgomery,
attributable. “The party who defended the
principal battery, consisted of Canaprax
MiviTia, with nine British seamen to work
the guns.” On no one occasion, in point of
fact, can we detect the slightest trace of a
hostile feeling towards the British Govern-
ment amongst Lower Canadians: in the
present instance what is the result of our
examination? we find that “four battalions
of militia were instantly raised, and the
voltigeurs were organised and equipped in
the short space of six weeks by the liberality
of the young Canadians : we find the Legis-
lature issuing government papers, bearing
interest and payable in bills of Exchange in
England, to prevent specie from going to the
United States; and again, are ourold friends,
the inhabitants of Quebec, found at their
post, guarding the citadel, proud of the duty,
and of the consequence reposed on them,
We think we need say no more on the head
of the loyalty of Lower Canada.

On the 12th July,
stration ;13 Juy, 1812, the American Ge-
112 neral Hull, with a forop
of twenty-five hundred men crossed over to
Sandwich from Detroit and planted the Ame-
rican standard on Canadian soil, where he
issued & proclamation,* inviting the inha-
bitants to join his standard.

-

* PROCLAMATION.
Head Quarters, Sandwich,

12th July, 1812.
Inhabitants of Canada—

After thirty years of peace and prosperity,
the United States have been driven to arms.
The injuries and aggressions, the insults and in-
dignities of Great Britain, have once more left
them no alternative but manly resistance, or
unconditional submission. The army under
my command has invaded your country. The
standard of the Union now waves over the ter-
ritory of Canada. To the peaceable, unoffend-
ing inhabitants it brings neither danger nor
difficulty. Icome to find enemies, not to make
them. I come to protect, not to injure you.

Separated by an immense ocean and an ex-
tensive wilderness from Great Britain, you have
no participation in her councils, no interest in
her conduct. You have felt her tyranny; you
have seen her injustice ; but I do not ask you
to avenge the one, or to redress the other.
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Asa foil to Gencral Hull's vaporing gas-
conade, General Brock's proclamation, which

The United States are sutlicieutly powerful to
afford every security consistent with their rights
and your expectations. [ tender you the invala-
able blessing of civil, political, and religious li-
berty, and their necessary result, individual and
general prosperity. That liberty which gave de-
cision tu our cou.icils aud energy to our conduct,
in astruzgle for independence, and which con-

us Safe and trivmphantly through the,

staray periol of the revoludon. That liberty
which has raised us to an elevated rank among
the nations of the world, aud which afforded us

& greater meuasuro of peace and security, of
_the unfortunate Huill* Karly in the sp.ing,

weslth and improvement, than ever fell to the
Jot of any cvuntry.

- In the name ot my country, and by the antho-
pity of government, I promise you protection to
your persous, property and rights; remain at
your bouies, pursue your peaceful and customary
avocativun, raise not your hand aguinat your ure-
thren. Maay of your fathers fought for the free-
dou and independeace we now enjoy. Being
children, therefore, of the same family with us,
sad heirs Lo the same hieritage, the arrival of an
arny of friends must be hailed by vou with a
oordial welcome.  You will he emancipated trom
syranuy aud oppreasion, and restored to the dig-
mitied station ot freemen. Had [ any douln ot
eventual success, [ might ask your asristance,
but [ do uot. [ eome prepared for every contin-
gency —[ have a force which will look down all
oppésition. And that force is but the vangunnd
of a much greater. It,
interoat und the just expectation of wmy country,
you should take part in the approaching coutest,
you will he cousidered and treated aa enemien,
and the horrorw and cala:nities.of war will stalk
before you. If the barbarous and savage policy
of Great Britain be- ‘pursued, und the savages be
let lovse to murder owr citizens, and butcher our
women and chilidven, this war will be a wur of
exter:nination. The Brat stroke of the tomahnwk,
the firat attempt with the scalping knife, will be
the signal for one indiscriminate scene of desola. .
tion. No-white mun found fighting by the side
of an Indian will be taken prisoner; instant des-

tractioa will be his lot. lr

son, duty, justice, aud huinanity, cannot prevent
the employment of a force which respects no
rights, and knows no wrong, it will be prevented
by a severe and velentless system of retaliation. -
I'doubt not your couruge and firmnens—I wil:
not doubt your attachment to liberty. The Unit-
ed States offor you peace, liberty, and security—
your choice lies between these and war, slnery,
and-destraction. Chodee, then, but.chooss wise-
Iy.; and may He who hnmn the justice of
emuse, and who boldsin‘his.hands the fate of na-
i s Surrighis and lsrest

Jourrighte- and:interests, your pesce and

inte

the Genorsl, A. P. HOLL,
a.p.af&. 1m&,a.orv.& I.M,,

mw
Jely 13, 1814,

contrary to your own \ t
-indecent slander in the review of his own particus

the dictates of rea..

‘ment-enfo/@e8 ; you are not even-
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will be found at length in our notex, may
appropriately be placed, the one as remarkable
for firmness and dignity of tone, as the oth:r
was noteworthy for presumption and bombast,
The artfal and threatening language, in which
Gen. Hull's proclamation was couched, fuiled,
however, in producing the anticipated effect,
and Reemed but to nerve, still more keenly for
the content, the gallant few on whom the suc-
cessful defence of the pruvince depended —even
then, in fact, had the foresight and energy of.
the British General prepared the first of those
disesters which were go shortly 10 overwhe!m

*The unprovoked declaration of war by the Uni=
ted Swates of Awmericangainst the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, und its dependens
cies, has been followed Ly the actual invusion of
tlns Province, in a remote froutier of the western
dintrict, by a detachment of the urmed force of
the United States,

The officer commanding that detachment has
thought proper to invite his Mnjeat.yn uuh)eua,
not merely to s quiet and unresi
but insulis them with a call to seek volunurily
the protection ot his government.

Without condescending to notice the epithets
hestowed, in this appeal of the American commnne

“der to the people ot Upper Canada, on theadmine

istrution of his Mujeary, every inhabitant of the
Provinceis desired to seek the confutation of such

lur circumatances. Where i the Canadinn sube
ject who can truly atirm to himself that he has
been injured by the government, in his peraon,
lna propesty, or his liberty? Where is to be
tound, in any part of the world, & growth so rapid
in prosperity and wealth, as thia colony exhibits?
Settled, not thirty years, by a band of veterans,
exiled trom their former possessions on account of
theirloyalty, not a descendautof these bruve peo-
ple i» to be tound, who, under the fosteri.g libe-
rality of their sovervign, has not acquired a pro-
perty and meana of enjoymient auperior to what
were possexsed hy their ancestora.

This unequalled prosperity would not have beenr
attained by the utmost liberality of the govern-
ment, or the pmeverlug industry of the people,
nad uot thy maritime power of the mosher coune
try secured to ite colonixts a mfe acoess to every
‘market, where the produce of sheir labour was inv
request.

The unavoidable aud immeliste consequences
of a separationfrom Great Britain must be theioss
of this inestimable advautage ; & d whavis vfferedi
you in exchange? To become territory of ther
. Unised States, and share with: them that exclmloa
from the-ocean which the policv of thein

'il.h «

participation of their boasted independence : andt
it is- but 100 obrious that, onec estranged from thei
powerful protection-of the United Kingdom, your
must be re-annexed to the dominion of F!

from -which the:previnoss of Canade wire



erc cvents had assumed a decidedly hos-
tile aspect, General Brock had provided for
the protection of Fort St. Joseph, a small post
to the north-east of the American island of
Michilimacinac, and on¢ of his first acts, on
bearing of the declaration of war, was to send
a notification of it to Captain Roberts, then in
command at St. Joseph’s, with instructions to
make, if practicable, an immediate attack upon
Michilimacinac. This order was acted upon
by Captain Roberts with singular promptitude
and decision, and on the !6th July he em-
barked with forty-five men of the 10th Royal
Vetcran Battalion, two hundred Militia under
the command of Mr. Crawford, and two hun-
dred and fifty Indians, composed principally
of Sioux, Ottawas, and Chippewas. This

force on the morning of the 17th effected a .

Janding, and,without opposition,this vital post,
with a garrison of some sixty regulars, was

by the arms of Great Britain, at a vast expense of
blood and treasure, from no other motive than to
relieve her ungrateful children from the oppres-
sion of a cruel neighbour. This restitution of Ca-
nada to the empire of France, was the stipulated
reward for the aid sfforded to the revolted colo-
nies, now the United 8States ; the debt is still due,
and there can be no doubt but the pledge bas
been renewed as a consideration for commercial

advantages, or rather for an expected relaxation

fn the tyranny of France over the commercial
world. Are you prepared, inhabitants of Canada,
‘to become willing subjects, or rather slaves, to the
despot who rules the nations of coutinental Eu-
rope with a rod of iron? If not, arise in a body,
exert your energies, co-operate cordially with the

king's regular forces to repel the invader, and do

not give cause to your chiliren, when groaning
under the oppression of a forcign master, to re-
proach you with hiving so easily parted with the
richest inheritance of this earth—a participation
fn the name, character, and freedom of Britons!

The same spirit of justice, which will make
@very reasonable allowance for the unsuccessful
efforts of zeal and loyalty, will not fail to punish
the defaleation of principle. Every Canadian free-
holder is, by deliberate choice, bound by the most
solemn oaths to defend the monarchy, as well as
his own property; to shrink from that engage-
ment is a treascn not to be forgiven. Let no man
suppose that if, in this unexpected struggle, his
Majesty's arms should be compelled to yieid toan
overwhelring force, the province will be eventu-
ally abandoned; the endeared relations of the first
settlers, the intrinsic value of its commerce, and
the pretensions of its powerful rival to repossess
the Canadas, are pledges that no peace will be
established between the United Statesand Great
PBritain and Ireland, of which the restoration
these provinces does not make the most promi-
nent condition. .

. Be not dismayed at the unjustifiable threat of
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surrendered.—Licutenant Hancks, the officer
in command of the Americans, has officially
stated that the summons to surrender the fort
was the first information he bad of the decla-

_ration of war. This, however, appears but

little probable, when we remember that the
Americans had been making preparations* for

‘& decisive attack in this very quarter for nearly

six months, and that General Hull's army
alone, the fruit of this preparation, excceded
the whole available force in Upper Canada.

the commander of the enemy's forces to refuse
quarter, should an Indian appear in the ranks,
The brave bands of Aborigineg which inhabit this
colony were, like his Majesty's other subjects, pun-
ished for their zeal and fidelity, by the loss of
their possessiona iu the late colonies, and reward-
ed by his Mujesty with lands of superior value in
this Province. The faith of the British Govern-
ment has never yet been violated—the Indiang

-feel that the soil they inherit ia to them and their

posterity protected from the base artsso frequently
devised to over-reach their simplicity. By what
new principle are they to be prohibited from de-
fending their property? If their warfare, from
being different to that of the white people, be
more terrific to the enemy, let him rctrace his
steps—they seek him not—and cannot expect to
find womeu and children in an invading armny.—
But they are men, and have equal rights with all
other men to defeud themselves and their pro-
perty when invaded,more especially when they find
in the enemy's camp a ferocious and mortal foe,
using the same warfare which the American com-
mander affects to reprobate.

This inconsistent and unjustifiable threat of re-
Jusing quarter, for such a cauge as being found in
arms with & brother sufferer, in defence of inva-
ded rights, must be exercised witlrthe certain assu-
rance of retaliation, not only in the limited opera-
tions of war in this part of the King's dominions,
but in every quarter of the globe; for the na-
tional character of Britain is not less distinguished
for humanity than strict retributive justice, which

. will consider the execution of this inhuman threat

as deliberate marder, for which every subject of
the offending power must make expiation.
Isasc Brock,
Major-Gen. and President.
Head Quarters,
Fort-George, July 22, 1812.
By order of his honor the Predident,
J. B. Grzaa, Capt. & A.D.C,

® Welearn from General Armatrong, (Secretary
at War at that period,) that preparations had
been made along the whole Canadinn frontier, in
the fall of 1811, and that warlike stores had been
sent to Burlington, on Lake Champlain. From
the same authority we also learn, that General
Hull began his march from Drayton, a frontier
town in the State of Ohio, on the 187 paY or Junk,
1812, twelve days before the declarntion of war,
to colperate with such other corps as might be

destined to the invasion of Cunada.—En. A. A. M,
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Be thix however, as it may—with Michilimaci-
nac fell at once General Hull's hopes of an easy
and bloodless conquést of Canada,—spirit and
confidence were thereby infused into the Indian
tribes, and the poor old Geniural—already
familiarized with Indian warfare, finding them
less inclined for neutrality, and the Canadian
Militia less favorable than he anticipated—
even at this time began to discover the fallacy
of the expectations he had so prematurely
formed. Michilimacinac, (or Mackinaw, as it
is now more commonly called,) is an island in
the Straits betwcen the Lakes Michigan and
Huron, about four miles from land at the
nearest point—its name i8 derived from a fan-
cied resemblance to a turtle’s back. The fort,
on the south-east side, was situated on a rock,
almost perpendicular insome places, extending
‘nearly half round the island, and rising some
two hundred feet from the water. It over-
Jooked, and, of course, commanded the har-
bor, a beautiful basin ofabout a mile in extent,
sheltered from Lake Huron by two islands
stretching across its mouth, and leaving only
a narrow ship channel by which to enter the
harbor. This position was a most valuable
onc, as it commanded the passage by which, if
necessary, Hull might expect his supplies or
reinforcements. In the fort were a quantity of
military stores and seven hundred packs of fur,
the first fruits of the war.

While these scenes, so important in their ef-
fects, were being transactod in his rear, Gen.
Hull commenced an advance on Fort Malden,or
Ambherstburg. At this time the British force
on the frontier was nearly nominal, and could
scarcely have been expecled to offer much
resistance, the garrison at Amherstburg, con-
sisting of but about two hundred men of the
1st Battalion of the 41st Regiment, comimanded
by Captain Muir, & very weak detachment of
the Royal Newfoundland Fencibles, and a
subaltern’s (Licutenant Troughton’s) command
of Artillery—such was the material on which
Canadians had to trust for a defence of oneof
the most important points along their frontier.
This point was, indecd, of the most vital im-
portance to the British, as it formed the key
to their reladons with the Indians of theWest,
and was, naturally, sn object of very great
interest to the enemy. General Hull had ex-
perienced no difficulty in ascertaining the
weakness of its defences, and judgiiz from the

almost utter impossibility of its obtaining sup-
plics, he looked forward to the fate of Amherst-
burg as an event which did not admit of a
doubt—with this view, therefore, he laid his
plans, and against this point was the thunder
of the American artillery to be first directed.
The fort at Amherstburg could not have sus-
tained a seige of long duration, four bastions
flanking a dry ditch, with a single interior
defence of picketing, perforated with loop-holes
for musketry, offering but little obstacle toan
enterprising encmy ; a fow shells, indecd, would
have sufficed to destroy all the defences, as,
with the exception of the magazine, all the
buildings were of wood, and covered with pine
shingles unfit for resisting any missile. The
disadvantage of remaining in this position,
Col. St. George, the commanding officer, well
knew—orders were thercfore given to the gar-
rison to be ready at a moment’s notice, as Col.
St. George preferred giving battle, even with
his inferior force, to remaining cooped up with-
out the means of offering any resistence what~
ever.

The want of decision and energy™* on the part
of General Hull became at this time very ap-
parent to his more enterprising opponents,
indeed, the American General scemed to have
forgotten altogether the intended objects of his
invasion and to have confined his efforts to
levying provisions and forage from the inhabi-
tants towards whom the troops behaved with
great severity, asifto avenge their disappointed
hopes at meeting cnemices where they expected
to find fricnds. '

This state of inaction was only interrupted
by some desultory attetnpts to cross the river
Canard, but the daily skirmishes which cnsued
led to no action of a decisive character. Here,

* The following eoxtract, from Generul Arm-
strong's work, will show how cager the Americans
were to find any excuse, at whatever sacrifice of
previously well established reputation and charac-
tor, for want of success :—** The General's conduct
an this occasion could not escape animadverrion,
His more scvere critics, —combining his uniform .
indifference to the state of his comniunications,
-he presure necesary to induce him to také any
‘neans for re-opening them, and the perverse pre-
ference given to those of the most inefficient,
shapeless character,—did not scruple to impute td
1im a secret and systematic cooperation with the
‘nemy; while others, leas prone to suspicion, and
of more charitable temperament, ascribe it to an
ionorable but false extimate of the vulue of the
objects to Ly attained, and of the dezree of danger
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bowever, was shed the first blood,* and the gal- i
Iant behaviour of the troops is apparent from |
the fullowing extract from a gcneral order
gated August 6th:—*The Commandant of
the Forces takes great pleasure in annouucing
to the troops, that the enemy under Brigadier-
General Hull bave been repelled in three at-
tacks made on the 18th, 19th and 20th of last
month, upon part of the garrison of Amherst-
burg, on the river Canard,” particular mention
is here made of the heroism and devotion dis-
played by two privates (Hancock and Dean,
the former kil'ed, the latter taken prisoner,) of
the 41st, and the general order goes on * In-
stances of such firmness and intrepidity deserve
10 be thus publicly recorded, and his Excel-
lency thinks that it will not fail to animate the
troops under his command with an ardent
dasire to follow so noble an example, whenever
an opportunity shall hereafter be offred to
them.”

Amongst the records of gallant deeds we
must not omit to mention the bravery of twen-
ty-two warriors of the Minoumim tribe of In-

40 be incurred in attaining them, and, lastly, to a
persuasion that the safety of his owu position
Tequired cautious measures,

® The first blood wag shed here, but the first

le act was the capture of a merchant veasel

‘In Lake Ontario, by the brig Oneida, commanded
by. Oupt. Woolsey. This veasel was a fust mailer,
‘and, while beating up the Lake from Prescott, in
‘company with serveral others, was considerably
a-head. The Oneida made for her firat, intending
‘t0 take those to leeward aflerwards, bat night
coming on, they fortunately escaped. The ohject.
of the American Government in thus attacking,
‘im time of peace, the vessel of a friendly nation,
was Lo secnre as many of the veasels on the Lake
as they could, to assist any future contemplated.
‘attacks azainst Canada. One of the owners pro-.
eeeded hnmediately to Sackett's Harbor, and
reclaimed his property—war not having heen
declared at the time, nor was it till a fortnight
afterwards that it was declared—his remonstrance
and cluims were, howerer, disregarded, and the
vessel was immediately armed and manned. This
same vesael was, the next year, upset in a squall.
on Take Ontario, during a night action with-the
‘Biitish Heet under Sir James Yeo, and went tothe,
bottom, very few of her crew escaping. —Strange
‘to say, the owners of the vessel have never been,
fndemnified for their loss, by either their own or
the American Government, althou, ted
‘applications hiave been urged on both, and even
a. joint address to ‘the . voted by both,
branches of the Legistature of Upper Canads,—
although more recently we have seen a British,
‘flaet sent to Athens, to compel payment of a' fow,

hundred poundsto Don Pacifico.—Ep. A, A, M.

dians, who repelled the nttack of a body of
Americans ten times their number, who, under
the command of Major Denny had advanced
with & view of crossing the river Canard, here
not more than a few yards wide—a timber
bridge crossed the river at this point, hut Col,
St. George sceing the importance of the posi-
tiqn, and anxious to retard the advance of the
enemy had causcd it to be destroyed, and had
placed, in ambush asmong the grass and weeds
which lined-the banks, a picked body of marks-
men for the purpose of preventing its recon-
struction.

The Queen Charlotte, a vessel of some size
and force, was also mounted with twenty guns
and anchored across the mouth of the river to
keep the enemy more cffectually in check.

While Col. St. George was thus engaged in

Movementsof Col. 81 keeping the enemy in
Geurge. check, Gen. Brock was
anxiously expecting the time when, having
disposed of the business for which the Legis-
lature were about to asscmble, he might be at
liberty to repair in person to the scene of ac-
tion—in the meantime he despatched Col,
Proctor of the 41xt Regiment, with such rein-
forccments a8 he could spare, to assume the
command at Amherstburg. Immediately on
hisarrival he learned the fate of a detachment
of the enemy, two hundred strong, under the
command of Major Van Horne, which, sent as
a convoy to guard the mail, and open a com-
munication by which provicions could be
ohtained, had been intercepted at the river
Raisin, thirty-six miles from Detroit, and cut
to picces by Tecumseh with a small party
of his Indians; and having been informed

‘that a second convoy with provixions was then

on its march to Petroit, Col. Proctor ordered
Captain Muir with about one handred of the
41st, thesame number of militia, and abouitwo

‘hundred and fity Indians to cross the river and

occupy Brownstown, a small village on the
‘Ametican side, through which the convoy was
expected to pass. The expedition did not,
however, prove assuccessful as forwer attempts,
as the following aceount given by Major

| Richardson fully proves:—

“On the: morning of Sundsy the 9th, the
wild and distant cry of our Indian scouts gave
us to understand that the enemy were advanc-
ing. In the course of ten minutes sfterwards
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they appeared issuing from the wood, bound-
ing like wild deer chased by the huntzman,
anl uttering that peculiar shout which is
known among themselves 1< the news-cry,—
From them we ascertained that a strong co-
Inmn of the enemy, cavalry and infantry, were
on their march to attack us, but that the dif-
ficulty of transporting their guns rendered it
improbable they coul.l reach our position be-
fore night, althoigh then only at a distance of
eight miles. Tt beinginstantly decided on to
meet them, the detachment was speedily un-
der arms, and on its march for Maguags, a
small Indian village distant about a league.—
The road along which we advanced was ankle-
deep with mu:l, and the dark forest waving its
close branches over onr heads, left no cgress
to the pestilential exhalations arising from the
naked and putrid bodies of horses and mmen
of Major Horne's detachment, which had
been suffered to lie unburied beneath our
fuet.  No other sound than the measured step
of the troops interrupted the rolitude of the
scene, rendered more imposing by the wild ap-
pearance of the warriors, whose bodies, stained
an | painted in the most frightful manner for
the oceasion, glided by us with almost noise-
less velocity, without order, and without a
a Chief; some painted white, some black,
others half black, half red, half black, half
white; all with their hair plaistered in such a
wiy as to resemble the bristling quills of the
porcupine, with no other ¢overing then a cloth
around their loing, yet armed to the teeth with
rifles, tomahawks, war cluhg, spears, bows,
arrows, andl realping-knives  Uttering no
sound, and intent only on reaching the enemy
unperceived, they might have passed for the
spectres of those wilds, the ruthless demons
which war had unchained for the punishment
and oppression of man.

“ iJaving taken up a position shout a quar-
ter of a mile beyond Maguaga, our disposi-
tions for defence were speedily made, the rust-
ling of the leaves alonc breaking on the silence
which reigned throughout our fine. Follow-
ing the example of the Indians, we lay reclined
on the groun:lin order to avoid being perceiv-
ed, until within a few yards of the enemy.—
While awaiting, in this manner, the approach
of the column, which we knew to be, at no
great distance, advancing upon us, our little
force was increased by the arrival of Licut.

Bullock of the 41st Grenadiers, who, with a
small detachment of twenty men of his own
company, twenty Light Infantry, and twenty
Battalion men had been urged forward by
Gen. Brock, from the head quarturs of the
Regiment, then stationed at Foit George, for
the purpose of reinforcing the little garrison
of Amhensthurg, and who, having reached thelr
destination the preceding day, had been des-
patched by Col. Proctor, (Iately arrived to as-
sume the command) to strengthen us. Shortly
the report of a single shot echoed through
the wood ; and the instant afterwards the loud
and terrific yells of the Indiang, followed by &
heavy and desa'tory fire, apprixed ns that they
were engaged.  The action then became gene-
ral along our line, and continued for half an
hour, without producing any material advan-
tage; when unluckily, a body of Indianx that
had been detached to a small wood about five
hundred yards distant from our vight, weré
taken by the troops for a corps of the encmy
endeavouring to turn their flank.  In vain we
called out to them that they were our Indinns,
‘The fire which should have been rexerved for
their foes, was turned upon the'r friendx, whe,
falling into the same error, returned it with
equal spirit. The fact wag, they had heen
compelled to vetire before a superior foree, and
the movement made by them, had given rize
to the crror of the troops. That order and
dixcipline which would have marked their con-
duct as a body in a plain, was lost sight of; in
a great measure, while fighting independently
and singly in a wood, where every man, iol-
lowing the cxample of the enemy, was com-
pelled to shelter his person behind the trees
as he could.  Closely pressed in front by an
almo+t invisible fue, and on the point of being
taken in the renar, as was falsely imagined, the
troops were at length compelled to yield to
circumstance and numbers.

« Although our retreat, in consequence of
this unfortunate misapprehension, commenced
in some disorder, this was soon restored, when
Major Muir, who had been wounded early in
the engngement, succeceded in rallying his
men, and forming them on the brow of a hill
which commanded a short and narrow bridge
intersceting the high road, and crosging a mo-
rass over which the enemy’s guns must neces-
sarily pasx. Thix was about a quarter of &
mite in rear of tho position we had previously
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occupied. Here we remained at least fifteen
minutes, when finding that the Americans did
not make their appearance as expected, Major
Muir, whose communication with Tecumseh
had been cut off, and who now heard some
smart firing in the woods beyond his left, na-
turally inferred that the enemny were pushing
the Indians in that quarter, with a view of
turning his flank, gaining the high road in our
vear, and thus cutting off our retreat. The
order was then given to retire, which we cer-
tainly did at the double quick, yet without
being followed by the enemy, who suffered us
to gain our boats without further molestation.

¢ Inthisaffair, which we never then regarded
as anything more than a sharp skirmish, yet to
which the Americans have since attached an
undue importance,theirloss was eighteen killed
and sixty-three wounded ; ours, one rank and
file killed, two Officers, two Sergeants, nine-
teen rank and file wounded, and two rank and
file missing, but afterwards recaptured by the
Indians. The wounded officers were, Major
Muir, and Licutenant Sutherland. They were
near each other when the attack commenced,
and Major Muir having observed an American
taking a deliberate aim at them, hastily placed
arhort rifle, which he usually carried with him
on these occasions, on the shoulder of his com-
panion, and levelled it at his enemy. Both
fired at the same instant. The ball of the
American, entering Lieut. Sutherland's cheek,
came out at the back of his neck, and passed
through one of Major Muir's wings (he com-
manded the Light Company of the 41st,)
while the rifleman himself fell dead on the
spot, from his adversary's bullet. Major Muir
soon afterwards received another ball in the
leg, yet without being disabled. Severe as
proved the wound of Lieut. Sutherland, (who
was borne off the field when the retreat
commenced, on tho back, if I do not greatly
mistake, of one of the Messrs. Caldwell of
Amherstburg) he would have recovered had
he not imprudently, some ten days afterwards,
made premature use of his tooth-brush. This
opened the wound, brought on hemorrhage,
and before medical assistance could be pro-
cured, (the main body of the foree being then
in occupation of Detroit) he bled to death.—
Tecumsch was also slightly wounded, by a
buck-shot, on this occasion,”

Here it was that an Opportunity was first

afforded of proving the extreme disadvantage
of opposing regular troops to the enemy in the
woods. Accustomed (o the use of the rifle
from his infancy—dwelling in a mcarure amid
forests with the intricacics of which he was
wholly acquainted, and possessing the advan--
tage of a dress which rendered him almost un-
distinguishable to the eye of an European, the
American marksman cntered with comparative
security into & contest with the English soldier,
whose glaring habiliment and accoutrements
wereobjects too conspicuous to be missed, while
his utter ignorance of a mode of warfare, in
which courage and discipline were of no avail,
rendored the struggle for mastery even more
unequal. The principal armies to which the
British troops were opposed during the war,
consisted not of regular and well-disciplined
troopronly, but of levies taken from the forests
of Ohio and Kentucky, scarcely inferior ag
riflemen to the Indians. Dressed in woollen
frocks of a gray color, and trained to cover
their bodies behind the trees from which they
fired, without exposing more of their persons
than was absolutely necessary for their aim,
they afforded, on more than one occasion,
the most convincing proofs that without the
assistance of the Indian Warriors, the defence
of so great a portion of Western Canada, as
was entrusted to the charge of the few
regulars and militia, would have proved a
duty of great difficulty and doubt.

The Americans attached an unduc* impor-
tance to this affuir—and when the disparity of
the forces engaged is considered, it will lic <cen
that there was in reality but little to bonst of,
By Col. Miller's admission the forces undcr his
command consisted of the whole of the 4th
Regiment of United States Infantry, cxcept
one company left at Sandwich to garrison a
fort, built by order of General Hull: a small
detachment of the 1st Infantry, and Artillcrists
enough to man the guns,—this composed the
rogular farce, there was berides about four
hundred militia, making in all about seven
hundred men: the total force opposed to them,
was, a8 we have shewn, not more than four

* This is pretty evident from Generil Ilull's
remarks. Hia official, letter giving an account of
it, laments * that nothing was gnined by it but
honor; and that the blood of seventy-five men
bad been shed in vaip ; as it but opened hir com-
munications as far as their bayonets hiad extended.’



HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1813,

hundred and fifty men, two hundred and fifty
ot whom were Indians.

Great stress has been laid on the cruel policy
Condoet of vur Indian  of the English for acting
filitia. in concert with allies so
little disposed to deal mercifully with the cap-
tives placed by the chances of war in their
hands, and the Americans in particular have
beenloudin their condemnation of a measure
to the adoption of which the safety of the
‘Western Province was in a great measure to
be attributed. These writers are however for-
getful that every possible exertion was cm-
ployed by the agents of the United States
Government to detach the Indians from us and
to effcct an alliance with them on the part of
the States.
““Besides,” a8 Major Richardson observes,—
“The natives inust have been our friends or

our focs; had we not cmployed them the

Americans would, and although humanity
must deplore the necessity, imposed by the

very invader himself, of counting them among

our allies, and combating at their side, the law
of sclf-prescrvation was our guide, and scru-
pulous indeed must be the power that would
have hesitated at such a moment in its choice.”
On the other hand too the Indians had always
been ourallies. No faithless dealing nor treach-
ery on our parts had alienated their trust and |
confidence from a Government which had
heaped bounties on them with no sparing
hand. We were not the aggressors, we did
not, for the purposc of adding to our territo-
rial boundaries, carry ruin and desolation
among an almost defenceless population, we
only availed oursclves of the right, commmon
to every one, of repelling invasion by every
means possible, and while we admit that our
allies were in some instances guilty of the cx-
cesses peculiar to every savage nation, it can-
not be supposed that these acts were sanc-
tioned by the Government, or that, so far as
it was possible, principles of toleration and
mercy were not inculcated by us amongst our
red allies,

In justice, too, to the Indians, we must re-
mark, that acts of barbarous cruelty were not
confined to them, The American backwoods-
men were in the habit of scalping also, and,
indeed, it is singular enough that, although
General Hull's famous, or rather infamous,

proclamation awarded dcath to any one of the
suhjects of Great Britain, found gombating ad
the side of, and therefore assumed to be a par~
ticipator in the barbaritics attributed to the
Indians, the very first scalp should have
been taken by an officer of his own army, and
that within a few days after the proclamation
was issued.*

On the 6th of August, General Brock had

General Brock. witha  the satisfaction of finding
Doy o lputeers.  that he could be spared
ptAlig “;:“'3:" ;:I;lk': are from the scat of Govern-
August. ment for, at lcast, a shorg
time. He had divided the rmall force at his
disposal for the defence of the Province, in the
various quarters most likely to be attackedj
but still he was without a military chest,
without money enough at hix command to
buy provisions, blankets, or cven shoes for the
militia. Under these circumstances, he made
his wants known to a number of gentlemen of
credit, who formed themselves into what was
called “the Niagara and Queenston Associa-
tion,” the late Mr. Robert Grant of Queenston
being manager, and several thougand pounds
were 1ssucd in the shape of bank notes, which
were currently rcceived throughout the
country, and afterwards redecmed with army
bills. Ilaving thus disposed of his difficulties,
Gencral Brock found himself at liberty to

® James, in his History of the War, writes : —A#$
the action fought at Brownstown, where Major
Van Horne was defeated, n letter was found im
the pocket of Captuin McCulloch (who was among
the sluin on that accasion) addressed to bis wite,
and stating that he had shot an Indian near the
Canar.t Bridge, on the 15th of July, and had the
pleasure of tearing q( his scalp with his teeth,
Now of the fuct itsell there can be very little
doubt, for we had one Indian (and one only)
killed and scalped at the Canard.  But, although
Captain McCulloch is eutitled to all the credit of
this feat, there is reason to infer that James is
Incorrect in stating this information was obtained
from a letter found in his pocket. In the firss
iustance, it ie extremely unlikely that the Indians,
in rifling and etripping the body, would have
brought off anything ro valucless to thom asa
letter, aud secondly, it is much more probable
that such communicution from McCulloch to his
wife had heen placed in the mail, which the party
to which he belonged, were escorting from De-
troit, with the correspondence of General Hull's
army, and which, it will be recollectod, was cape
tyred by the Indians. The whole of the letiers
passed through our hands, and it in highly pro-
bable the disclosure was made in this wane
w‘

Y



HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812,

repair in person to the seene of hostilitics,
and he accopdingly embarked for Burlington
Bay, whence he proceeded by land to Long
Point on Lake Erie. Genceral Brock's force,
on leaving York, amounted to two hundred
volunteers,—forty men of the 41xt regiment
bad been, some time previously,despatched to
Long Point, for the purpose of collecting the
Mi'itin in that neighbourhood, and fifty men
of the rame regiment had been sent into the
facerior, with a view of encournging and
being joined by the Indians,—pmit of these
troop= would, the Engli<h Genernl anticipated,
be ready to join his force on the shores of
Lake Eric.

It may not be uninteresting to give a short
extract from the note book of one of those vet-
eran militia men who so distinguished them-
selves during this and subsequent cumpaigns
It will shew the spirit which actuated Cana-
dians:— '

“Afler having becn a few weeks in gar-
rison, and made as much progress in the duties
pf a soldier's life as was possible, T and several
others, having volunteered, in addition to the
ordinary dutics, to make ourselves acquainted
with the great gun exerdise, hegan to be very
anxious for the more active duties of a sol-
dier’s life, it was with nolittle excit.ment, then,
we heard that General Hull, with a strong force,
had crossed into Canada from Detroit—a pro
position was then made to me by two persons
much older than myself to aid them in form-
jog & company of volunteets, in which I was
to hold the rank of Ensign, to march to the
west to meet Gen. Hull.  This scheme, how-
ever, war put an end to by General Brock's
proclamation calling for volunteers of which
the York Garrison was to furnish one hundred.
When the proclamation or general order was
wead on parade by Major Alton, most gladly
did T avail myself of my position, as right
hand man of the Grenadier company, to shoul-
der my muxket and step to the front as the
firt volunteer for that service. I was follow-
od in a few minutes by the necessary number,
we were then allowed three days to vixit our
friends and make the necessary preparations
for our first campaign. Many were the pre-
dictions made that we rhould never return, and
that we should be overpowcred by the im-
mense force of Gen. Mull, but, with two cxcep-
tions, cvery man was ready at the appointed

time. As far 8 | was mysclf concerned, had [
¢ven been dix posed to kang back, (though ruch
a thought never entered into my head, I was
too much clated at the proxpect hefore me,) it
would have leen at the 1isk of xuffering the
most scvere reproaches from my mother—who,
at parting, as she clasped e in her arms #nd
then tore hersclf from my cmbrace, cxclaim-
ed—Go, my son, sind let me hear of your death
rather than your disgrace. I marched off with
a full heart but a buoyant spirit.”

With ruch volunteers as these fighting for
the protection of their homes and the <anctity
of their native land, General Brock had not
much reason to shun an encountcr as far as
the spirit of his troops was in question.

When passing the Mohawk se!tlement on
the Grand River, General Brock held. on the
Tth, a council of war for the purpose of axcer-
taining how far their professions of friendship
could be trusted, and from them he received
the assurance that sixty of their braves wonld
on the 10th of the same month fullow Lim.—
At LongPoint, on Lake Erie, he embarked his
few regulars and three hundred ilitia in boats
of every description, collected among-t the
neighbouring farmers, who usually employcd
them for the transpertation of th.ir corn and
tour, but no v che-rfully and willingly urged
on the General his making use of them-ax &
means of transportation.  The distance from
Long Point to Amhersthurg is somewhat under
two hundred miles, with scarcely a bay for
shelter, and this want the litde flotilla suffered
materially from, as they encountered much
rough weather on their passage along the Lake,
The spirit, however, of the voluntcers was
sustained by the hope of ere long finding
themselves in presence of the enemy, and they
felt cach day increased confidence,as the varied
resources of their gallant and indifatigable
lender were developed.
nights of incessant excrtion the little squadron
reached Amherstburg shortly before midnight
on the 13th, and in a rough memo taken from
General Brock’s note hook the following entry
is penned: * In no instance have I seen troops
who would have endurcd the fatignes of &
long journcy in boats, during cxtremely bad
weather, with greater cheerfulness and con-
stancy ; and it is but justice to this little band
to add, that their conduct throughout excited
my admiration.”

After four daysand *
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Shortly after landingat Awmherstburg, Gen.
Brock was first brought into actual comwmuni-
eation with the Shawanee Chicf, the cele-
brated Tecumnseh, and the manner of their in
tro luction was so interesting, that we quote
the passage from * Sir Isaac Broek's Life " : —

* The attention of the troops was suddenly rous-
ed by a straggling fire of musketry, which, in a
few minntes,became general, and appeared to pro-
cecd from an island in the Detroit river.  Colonel
Elliotr, the superintendent of the Indiang, quickly
expliined that the firing arose from the Indians
attached 1o the British cause, who thus expressed
their joy at the arrival of the reinforcement under
their white father.  Major General Brock, aware
of the scarcity of the munitions of war, gent Col.
Elliott to stop this waste of powder, saving: * Do,
pray, Elliott, fully explain my wishesand motives,
and tell the Indians that T will speak to them to-
morrow on this subject. His request was promiptly
attended to, and Colonel Elliott returned in about
half an hour with the Shawanee chicf, Tecumsgh,
or Tecumpthé, slready mentioned.  Cupt. Glegg,
the aide-d p, being pr t, had an opportn-
nity of ¢ osely observing the traits of that extra-
ordinary man, and we are indebted to him for the
following graphic particulars :—* Tecumseh’s ap-
pearice was very preposses-ing, his figure light
awl finely proportioned ; his age I imagined tobe
ahout five an | thirty ; his height, tive feet nine or
ten inches; his complexion, light copper; coun-
tenauce, oval, bright haz'e eyes, beaming with
cheerfulness, energy, and decision.  Three =mall
silver crownas, or coroncets, were led from

might be consilered very imposing. The couns
«il was opened by General Brock, who informed
the Indians that he was ordered by their great
tuther to come to their assistance, and, with theie
uid, to drive the Americans from Fort Detroit.—
is speech was highly applauded, and Tecumseh
was unauimously called upon to speak in reply.
He commenced with expressions of joy, that their
father bevond the great salt lake (meaning the
king of England) had at length awoke from his
long sleep, and permitted hiz warriors to conie to
the assistance of his red children, who had never
ceased to remain steady in their friendship, and
were now all ready to shed their last drop of
blood in their great father's service.  Afier some
apeechea from other chiefs, and replics thereto,
the conncil broke up. Genernl Brock, having
quickly discovered the superior sagucity and intre-
pidity of Tecumaceh, and hisinfluence over the In-
diana, and not deeming it pradent to develop be-
fore so mixed an assemblage the views which
were at that moment uppermost in hiz thoughta,
and intewded to he carried so quickly into execu-
tion, directed Col. Elliott to inform the Shawaunee
chief that he wished to sce him, necompanied by
afew of the oldest chicfs, at Colonel Elliott’s quar-
ters. There the General, through the wedinm of
interpreters, connnunicated his views, and ex-
plained the mannerin which he intended to carry
into execution his operations against Fort Detroit,
The chiefx listened with the utmost apparent eager-
ness, and expressed their unanimons asrent to
the proposed plan, assuring General Brock that
their co-operation, ag pointed out, might be de.

led On General Brock asking whether

the lower cartiluge of his aquiline nose; and a
large silver medallion of George the Third, which
I belicve his ancestor had received from Lord
Dorchester, when Governor General of Canada,
wasattached toa mixed colonred wampum string,
and hung round hi« neck. His dress consisted of
a plain, neat uniform, tanned deer skin jucket,
with long trowsers of the snine material, the seams

 of both being coversd with neatly cut fringe ; and
he had on his feet leather mocnssing, much orna-
mented with work made from the dyed qnills of
the porcupine.’

“The first and usual salutations of shuking
hands heing over, an allusion waa made to the Iate
Bieing of muaketry, anid T h at once approv.
ed of the reason given by Major-General Brock tor
its discontinuance. It being late, the parties soon
separated, with an understanding that a conncil
would be held the following moring. Thix nc-
cordingly took place, and was attended by ahont
8 thousand Indians, whose equipment generally

I on.
the Shawanee Indinns counld be in-luced to refrain
from drinking spirits, Tecumseh asanred him that
his warriors might be relied on, adding, that be-
fore lenving their country on the Wabash river,
they had promised him not to taste that perni-
cious liguor until they had humbled the ‘hig
kniver,” meaning the Americans. In reply to this
assurance, Generul Brock briefly said:  *If this
resolution be persevered in, you must conquer.’”

Previous to General Brock’s arrival, Gene-
ral Hull had, on the Tth
:3.'.';31«'&'?.';-' Gem Broe  and 8th, recrossed the
river with the whole of his army, abandoning
at once all his visionary schemes for the con-
quest of the western distiict of Canada, if
indeed he cherished the hope of cffecting any
wovement of importance after the full of
Michilimacinac.

Ofenrive and remli-

The day after his arrival, Genera! Brock
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resolved on, and began to prepare in his turn
for, offengive operations. Batteries had already
been erected under the superintendence of
Capt. Dixon of the Engincers, and Capt. Iall
of the Provincial Navy, on an elevated part of
the bank of the Detroit, here about a mile
across, and directly opposite the American
fort of that name, and Brock reso.ved to strike
a decisive blow ere bis opponent should be
strengthened by reinforcements.

General Brock despatched a flag to the
American Commander, with the following
sUMMONS, havin& previously arranged for the
concentration of all his available force on the
spot :—

¢ Head Quarters, Sandwich, August 15th, 1812,

“S1r.—The force at my disposal authorizes me
to require of you, the immediate surrender of
Fort Detroit.—It is far from iy inclination to join
in a war of extermination, but you must beaware
that the numerous hody of Indiang, who have
attached themselves to mv troops, will be beyond
my coutrol the moment the conteat commences.
You will find me disposed to euter into such con-
ditions as will satisfv the :nost scrupulous sense
of honor. Licut. Colonel McDonnell, and Major
Glege, are fully authorised to couclude any
arrangement that may tend to prevent the un-
necessary effusion of blood.

I have the hionor to he,
** 8ir, your most obdt. Servant,
‘¢ (Signed,) Isaac Brocx, Major Gen.
¢ His Excellency,
¢ Brigadier Gen. Hull,
‘ Comnmanding at Fort Detroit.”

“To which the subjoined answer was returned :
Head Quarters, Detroit, Aug. 15, 1812,

“8Sir,—1 have received your letter of this date.
T have no other reply to make, than to inform
you that [ am prepared to meet any force which
may be at your disposal, and any conscquences
which may result from any exertion of it you may
think proper to make.

“ I avail myself of this opportunity to inform
you that the flug of truce, under the direction of
Captain Brown, proceeded contrary to the orders,
and vwithout the knowledge of Col. Cass, who
commanded the troops which attacked your picket,
near the river Canard bridge.

“1 likewise take this occasion to inform you
that Gowic's house was set on fire contrary tomy
orders, and it did not take place nntil after the
evacuation of the Fort. From the best infi.rmation
I have been able to obtain on the subject, it wus
set on fire by some of the inhabitants on the other
side of the river.

“1 am, verv respectfully,
* Your Excellency's most oht. Servant,
“(Signed,) W. Hyre, Brig. Gen.
¢ Commg. the N. . Army.
¢ Hia Excy. Major Gen. Brock,
 Comnt’g. His Britannic Mujerty's Forces,
¢ Sandwich, Upper Canada.”

A requisition of this kind, alike so import-
ant and unexpected, coming from an encmy,
too, so inferior in force, could meet with but
onc response, and accordingly, as we have
seen, the American Gleneral rejected the de-
mand, and to God and his sword committed
the issue. Fortunately, however, the defiance
was addressed to one who did not for a moment
suffer it to abate hix diligence or lessen his
hopes, and the return of his messenger was
but the signal of attack, and a galling fire was
immediately opened on the town and fort of
Detroit.

On the court-martial held on General Hull
for cowardice, the strength of the respective
forces was pretty clearly ascertained. In
speaking of General Brock's army, it is stated
—*The force at his dizposat did not exceed
seven hundred comtatants, and of thix number
Jour hundred were Cunadian militia,disguised
#n red coats ; with this fmall corpg, preceded
by five pieces of light artillery, six and three-
pounders, he began his operations” Respecting
the Americans, the following admissions were
made on the rame occasion :—* The strength,
position, and supplies of the American army
have been frequently stated, and even judi-
cially established. The morning reports to
the Adjutant Gieneral made its cffective force
one thousand and sixty, exclusive of three
hundred Michigan militia, and as many Ohio
volunteers, detached under M‘Arthur.  Of
this force, four hundred effectives (native and
artillerists of the linc) occupied the fort—a
work of regular form and of great solidity ;
surrounded by a wide and deep ditch, strongly
fraised and palisadoed, and sustained by an
exterior battery of twenty-four pounders.
Three hundred Michigan militia held the town,
which in itself formed a respectable defence
againgt the troops. Flanking the approach to
the fort, and covered by a high and heavy
picket fence, were stationed four hundred Ohio
volunteers, while a mile and a halfon the right,
and advancing rapidly, was M‘Arthur's de-
tachment.  Of provisions and ammunition the
supply wag abundant ; in fine, everything was.
then sufficient for the trial of strength and
courage which impended.”

The following extract from General Brock's
official communication to Sir George Prevost

will place all the events of the meworable 16th
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August clearly and succinctly before the!
reader :—

““ The force at my disposal being collected
in the course of the 15th, in the neighborhood
of Sandwich, the embarkation took place a
little after daylight on the fullowing morning,
and under the able arrangements of Lieut.
Dewar, of the Quarter-Master General's de-

- partinent, the whole was in a short time landed
without the slightest confusion at Springwell
—a good position, three miles wert of Detroit.
The Indian-, who had in the meantime cffected
their landing two miles below, moved forward
and occupied the woods, about a mile and a
half on our left.

1 crossed the river, with an intention of
waiting in a strong position the effect of our
force upon the enemy's camp, and in hopes
compelling him to meet us in the field ; but
receiving information upon landing, that Col.
M‘Arthur, an officer of high reputation, had
left the garrison three days before with a de-
tachment of five hundred men, and hearing,
soon afterwards, that his cavalry had been
secn that morning three miles in our rear, 1
decided on an immediate attack. Accordingly,
the troops advanced to witl:in one mile of the
fort. and having ascertaincd that the encmy
bad taken little or no precaution towards the
land side, T resolved on an assanlt, whilst the
Indians penetrated his camp. Br gadier-Ge-
neral Ilull, however, prevented this move-
ment, by proposing a cessation of hostilitics,
for the purpose of preparing terms of capitu
lation. Licutenant-Colonel John Macdonell
and Captain Glegg were accordingly deputed .
by me on this mission, and returned witkinan
hour with the conditions, which 1 have the
honor herewith to transmit. Certain consi-
derations afierwards induced me to agree to
the two supplementary articles,

“The force thus surrendered to his Ma-
Jjeaty's arms cannot be cstimated at less than
2500 men. In this estimate, Col. M*Arthur's
detachment ix included, as he surrendered,
agreeably to the terms of capitulation, in the
course of the cvening, with the exception of
two hundred men, whom he left escorting a
valuable convoy at some little distance in hix
rear; but there can be no doubt the officer
commanding will conxider himself equally
bound by the capitulation,

“The encmy’s aggregate force was divided
into two troops of cavalry; one company of
artillery engincers; the 4th United States
regiment; de‘achments of the 1st and 8d
United States rcgiments, voluntecrs; three
rcgiments of the Ohio Militia; one regiment
of the Michigan territory.

“ Thirty pieces of brass and iron ordnance
have alrcady been sccured.”

Besides the cannon four hundred rounds of
twenty-four pound shot fixed, onc hundred
thousand cartridges, forty barrels of powder,
and two thouxand five hundred stand of arms
fell into the hands of the conquerors. The
n:-ticles of capitulation* will excite in the

*Camp at Detroit, Aug. 18, 1812,

Capitulation for the surrender of Fort Detroit, en-
tered into between Major General Brock, com-
manding his Britannic Majesty’s forces, on the
one part, and Brigadier Gen. Hull, conmand-
ing the north-western army of the United States,
on the other part.

Article I. Fort Detroit, with all the troops, reg-
ulats a8 well an militia, will be immediately aurren-
dered to the British forces under the commund of
Muj. Gen. Brock, and will be considered ns prison-
ers of war, with the exception of such of the
militia of the Michigan territory, who have not
joined the army.

Art. II. Al public stores, arms, a1 d all public
documents, including everything else of a publie
nature, will be immediately given up.

Art. 111, Private persons, and property of every
description will be respected.

Art. 1V, His Excellency, Brigadicr.General
Hull, having expressed a desire thata detachment
from the state of Ohio, on its way to join his army,
as well as one sent from Fort Detroit, under the
command of Col. McArthur, should be inctuded in
the capitulution, it is accordingly agreed to, It
is, however, to be understood, that such part of
the Obio militia as have not joined the army, will
be permitted to return to their homes, on condi
tion that they will not serve during the war, their
arma will be delivered, up if belonging 10 the
public.

Art. V. The garrison will march out at the hour
of 12 this day, and the British will take immediate
possessivn of the fort.

J. MacpoxnkLL,
Lieut. Col. militia, P. A. D.C,,
J. B. Grkga,
Major, A. . C.
Janks MIKT R,
Lieut. Col. 5th U. 8. Infuntry,
E. Brusn,
Col. commanding 1st regt. of Michigan Militia,
W. Nuwe,
Approved, Brig. Gen. com’g. N. W. Army.
Isaac Brock, Major General.

An article supplementary to the articles of cap-

~
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reader's breast some snrprize—some curiosity
w.ll be awukened, to ascertain the reasons why
to so small a body of regulars and a few
oisarPecTED Militia, disguised in red-eoats,
(Vide Armstrong,) such alject submission
ghould have been manifested, or why, without
one blow being struck, or one sign (except of
extreme trepidation) exhibited, so powerful a
force,—*in sure anticipation of victory, await-
ing anxiously the approach of the cnemy;
ench individual at his post, expecting a proud
day for his country and himself,"™*—xshould so
tamely consent to stack their arms and hoist
a white fing, in token of submission to an
enemy so vastly inferior in numbers and only
with dificulty re trained from deserting. The
only solution of the quextion i3 to be found in
the following pasition :—That it required all
the exaggerated »tatements, which could be
brought to bear on the rubject, to induce the
citizens of the United Stater to enter on the
service at all, and that, on finding how grossly
th:y had becn deccived with respect o Cana-
dian lovalty, and the numbers flocking to their
standard, and that the hayonet's point, not the
warm graxp of friendship, was the reception
awaiting th.m, they were disinayed at the

fulation, concluded at Detroit, the 16th of Aug.
1812 :—

It ia sureed thatthe OMceraand soldiers of the
Ohio militia and volunteers shall he permitted to
proceed to their respective homes, on this condi.
tion, that they do not serve during the present
war, unless they are exchanged.

W. Huwe,
Brig. Gen. commanding U. 8 N. W, Army.
1lsaac B:ock,
Maj. Gen,

An article in addition to the rupplementary arti-
cle of capitulation, concluded at Detroit, the 16th
of Auguat, 1812:—

Tt is further agreed that the oficerr and soldiers
of the Michigan militin and volunteers, under the
eommand of Major Wetherall, shall he placed on
the sume principles ar the Ohio militia and volun-
teers arc placed Ly the supplementary article of
the 16th inatant.

W. Huw,

Brig. Gen. commanding N, \V. Armny U, 8,
Isaac Brock,
Maj. Gen.

Return of the Ordnance taken in the fort and
batteries at Detroit, Auzust 16th, 1852,

Iron Owd nine 24 pounders, efzht 12
pounders, five 9 pounders. DBiuss Ordiance—
three 8 pounders, two 4 pounders, one 8 pounder
one 8 inch howitzer, one 34 inch ditto.

* Vide Armstrong, page 27.

bold front, and energetic measures of the
Bri ish commander.

Another solution is, that Gen. Ilull lacked
confldence in hix troops—he knew what fight-
ing was, they did not.  National vanity has en-
deavored to find a salve for the disgrace, ih
aspersions on General Hull. Imbecility, treach-
ery, and cowardice,* were the charges brought

* We felt it due to truth—to Government—to
General lHull, and to all persona directly or indi-
rectly concerned with the facts or circumstances
leading to the shumeful capitulation of Detroit, to
suspend our opinion until a sufficiency of light
was nfforded to chase away the doubts and shae
dows that res'ed on the strange transaction. Bub
doubt has resolved itself into certainty—we no
lunger hesitato to join in opinion with the whole
people of the went, * of every sect or persnasion,
1eligious or political,” that the army at Detroit
wan treacherously surrendered ; and that General -~
Brock instead of General Hull ought to have been
the prisoner, This idea is powerfully enforced by
many private letters frymi gontlemen of the first
respectability in the Stute of Ohio, who had oppor-
tunity to know the verity and strength of the
opinion advanced ; but the detail by Colonel Cuss
ix conclusive—it i, hesiden, supported by a host
of testimony in all the substantinl facts it exposcs,

’—:Nilea' Reginter, Baltimore.
. Ertracts from Col, Case’ Lettor, with reference to

the same subject, to the Secretury at War :

Letterof Colonel Cass, of the Army Inte under the
Commmand of Brigadier General William Hull,
to the Sceretary of War, .

Wasuixarox, September 10th, 1812,

“When the forees landed in Canada, they lunded
with an ardent zeal and stimulated with the hope
of congnest.  No enemy appeared within view of
ug, and had an immediate and vigorous artack
been made upon Malden, it would doubtless have
fallen an ensy victory. I knew General Hull af-
terwards declured he regretted this attack had not
been made, and he had every reason to believe
success would have crowned his efforts. The rea-
on given for delaying our operations was to mount
our heavy cannon, and afford to the Cunadiun
militia time and opportunity to guit an obnoxions
service.  In the course of two wecks, the number
of their militia who were embodied had decrensed
hy desertion from one thonsand to &ix hundred
men : and, in the course of three weeks, the ean-
non were mounted, the ammunition fixed, and
every preparation made for an Immedinte fuvent-
ment of the fort, At a council, at which were
present all the field officers, and which was held
two days before our preparations were completed,
it was unanimously agread to make an immediste
attempt to accomplish the ohject of the expedie
tion.  If by waiting two days we could have the
service of our artillery, it was agreed to wailt; it
a0t it was determined to go wirhout it and attempg
rhe place hy storm. Thig opinion appearcd to core
‘eapond with the viewn of the general, and the
duy was appointed for commencing our march,
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sgainst him,throughout the lengthand breadth
of the country ; and errors fairly attributable

to the Administration at Warhington, wereall
imputed to the poor old General.  The senti-

He declared to me that he considered himself
pledged to lead the army to Mallen. The nm-
maunition was piaced in the wog'ﬁ?“m, the cannon
were embarked on board the ting hatteries,
and cvery requisite was preparcd. The spirit
and zeal, the ardor and animation dixpluyed by
the officers and men on learning the near accom-
plishment of their wishes, was a sure and sacred
|Sled5e, that in the hour of trial they would not he
wanting in duty to their conntry and themsclves.
The plan of attacking Malden was abandoned,
snd .instead of acting offeunively, we broke up our

ted ja, and re-ciossed the

¥ Py ©F

river in the night, without even the shadow of
an enemy to injure us. We lelt to the tender
mercy of the enemy the miserable Canadians who
bad joined us, aud the protection we afforded
themn was but a passport to vengeance. This
fatal and unaccountablestep dispirited the troops,
wud destroyed the little confidence which a series
of timid, irresolute, and indecisive measures had
left in the commanding officer.

“ On the 13th, the British took a position oppo-
site to Detroit. and n to throw up works.
During that and the two following days, they pur-
sued their object without interruption and csta-
blished a battery for “wo eighteen pounders and
an eight inch howitzer. About sunset on the 14th,
a detachment ot 850 men from the regiments
commanded by Colonel M*Arthur and myself wan
ordered to march to the river Raisin, to eacort the
provisiona, which had some time remmined there
protected by a company under the commaud of
CnPuin Brush. >

* On Saturday, the 15th, about one o'clock, a
fiag of truce arrived from Sandwich, bearing n
suwmmons from General Brock, for the surrender
of the town and fort of Detrvit, stating he conld
no longer restrain the fury of the savages. To
this a:. immedinte and spiriteq refusal was retarned,
About four o’clock their batteries began to play
upon the town. The fire wus returned and con-
tinued without interruption and with little effect
till dark. Theirshells were thrown till eleven
o'clock.

“1 have been informed by Colonel Findiay,
who saw the retarn of the Quarter-¥Master-General
she day after the surrender, that their whole force,
ot every description, wlle, red, and black, was
one thousand aud thirty. They had twenty-nine
platoons, twelve in a platoon, of men dressed n
uniform. Many of these were evidently Canadinn
militia. The rest of their militia lncreased their
white force to aboug secven hundred men. Tue
number of the Indiaus could not be ascertained
with any degree of precision—not many were
wisible. And in the event of an attack upon the
town and fort, it was a species of force which
'voul { have afforded no material advantage to the
enemy.

%o endeavoring to appreciate the motives aud
¢o Investigate the causes which led to an event
so.unexpected and dishonorable, it is im hle
o0, find.any solution in the relative strength of the
contending pasties, or in the measures of resist-
anee in our powsr. That we were far superior t»

-~

the enemy, that upon any ordinary principle of
calculution we would have defeated them—the
wounded and indignant feelings of every man
there will testify.

* A few duys before the surrender, I was in-
forimed by Gen. Hull, we had four hundred rounds
of twenty-four pound shot tixed, and about une
hundred thousand cartridges made.  We suiren.
dered with the fort forty barrels of powder and
two thousund five hundred stand of arms,

** The atate of our provisions has not been ge-
nerally understood.  Ou the day of the ~uirender
we had fifteen days’ provisions of every kind on
hand.  Of meat there was plenty iu the country,
and arrangements had heen made for purcuasing
and grinding slie flour. It was calcnluted we
could readily procure three months’ provisions,
independent of one hundred and fitey barrels of
flour, and one thonsand three hundred head of
cattle which had been forwarded from the state
of Uhio, which remained at the river Kaisin under
Captain Brush, within reach of the army.

* But had we been totally destitute of provie
sions, our duty and our interest, undoubtedly, was
to fight. The enemy invited us to meet him in
the tield, By defeating him the whole country
would have been open to ue, and the olject of our
expedition glorivnsly and auccemsfully obtained,
It we had been defeated, we hud nothing 1o do
but to retreat to the fort, and make the bust de-
fence which circmnstances und our situation ren-
dered practicable.  But basely to surrender withe
out firing a gun—tamely. 1o subwit without ruising
a Lnyonet—divgracefully to pis in review before
un enemy as inferior in the quality as in-the num-
ber of his fonces, were girsumatances which excite
ed feclings more eusily felt than described. To
see the whole of our mer Hushed with the hope
of victory, cugerly awaiting the approaching cone
test, to.see them aftciwarda dinpirited, bopelenss,
and desponding, at least five hundred shedding
tears becaise they were not allowed to mevt theie
country’s foe, and to fight their country’s battles,
excited sensations-which no Amerioan has cver
he.ore hud cause to feel, sdd. which, | trust in
God, will uever again be felt, whiie one man re-
mains to defend the standard uf the Union.

1 wan informed by General Hall, the morming
after the cupitulution, that the British forces con-
sisted of one thoussnd eight bundred regulara,
and that he surrendered to prevent the effusion
of humen -bloed. Thut he wagnified their regulae
force nearly five fold, there can be no duulw,
Whether the philanthropic reason assigned by him
is a sufficient justification for surrendering a forui-
filed town, an aruy and a territory, is for the
Government to determine. Counfident I am, that
had the courage and conduct of the general beon
equal to the epirit ard zeal of the ‘treops, the
event would have been as brilliant and succesaful
as it now is disastrous and, dishonorable.

* Veory regpectfully, sit, I have the honor to be,
your most obedient seovant, Lxwis Cass,

* Col. 3rd Regt. Ohio Volunteers,
 The Hon. Wu. Eoerys,
‘“ Secretary of Waz.”
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wments and feclings expressed by General Arm
stronz, in his history of the war, may be
fairly taken as a sample of the exertions which
were wade at the time to find a victim, some-
where, on which to wreak the vengeance of
mortified national vanity. In order to make
the case still more strong against Gen. Hull,
rashness and ignorance are qualitics frecly
bestowed on the English General,—a short
extract will, however, enabl: the reader to
judge ftor himself :—* Notwithstanding the
repeated blunders of the American General,
fortune did not yet entirely abandon him ; and
on the 16th August, presented a new occasion,
requiring on his part only the vulgar quality
of defensive cournge, to have completely baf-
fled the designs of Brock, and re-established
his own ascendancy on t“e Dctroit.  This
occasion was found in the indiscretion of his
adversary; who on crossing the river with a
force smaller than that it was his purpore to
assail, had hastily determined to risk the storm-
ing of a fortification, strong in itself, abun-
dantly supplied and sufficiently garrisoncd.
If it be thought cxtraordinary, that under
these circumstances, General Brock should
Aace foryotten all the dissuasions from attack
furnished by history, it was certainly still less
to be expected that General Hull should have
forgotten all the motives for defence furnished
by the same source, Such, however, was the
fact: the timidity of the one kept pace with
the temerity of the other; and at last, in an
agony of terror, which cunning could no longer
dizsemble, and which history is ashamed to
describe, the fort, army, and territory were
surrendered without pulling a trigger.” We
have been thus particular in exposthg the
attempt of Americans to bolster up their
wounded honor, because every attempt to
attach imbecility or cowardice to the Ameri-
can General, tarnishes directly the lustre shed
on the Britixh arms on that occeasion.
Tmmediately afier the surrender of Detroit,
Gencral Brock issued his proclamation* to the

$Proclamation by Isaac Brock, Esq., Major-Gene-
ral, commanding his Majesty’s forces in the

Province of Upper Canada, &ec.

‘Whereas the territory of Michizan was this day,
by capitulation, ceded to the arms of his Britannic
l‘vajesty, without any other condition than the
protection of private property, and wishing to
give an early proof of the moderation and justice

inhabitants of the Michigan territory, and took
such precautionary measures as he deemed
necessary for the protection of the inhabitants
of the conquered territory. To the honor of
the Indians, however, be it said, that although
many encmies foll into their hands, no loss of
life was sustained, beyond that caused by the
British batteries. Faithfully did they obey
the injunctions of Tecumseh and the other
chiefs, who had impressed on them that in
nothing could they testify more strong'y their
love to the king, their great father, than in
following the dictates of honor and humanity
which he, through his General, had incul-
cated. This bchavior on the part of our
Indian allies did not, however, prevent General
Hull from basely aspersing them in his attempt
to vindicate his conduct. *The bands of
savages,” wrote the General, “which had then
joined the British force, were numerous be-
yond any former example. Their numbers
have since increased, and the history of the
barbarians of the north of Europe does not
furnish examples of more greedy violence than
these savages have exhibited.” This passage
must always reflect cverlasting disgrace on
him who penned it, as in no one American
work on the war have we been able to discover
an authenticated statement of the excesses
imputed to the Indians by General Hull
There is very little doubt but that the fear of
them, however, operated effectually on Gen.

of his Majeaty's government, I do hereby announce
to all the inhabitauts of the said territory, that
the lawa heretofore in existence shall continue in
force until his Majesty’s pleasure be known, or so
long as the peace and safety of the said territory
will admit thereof; and I do hereby also declare
and make known to the said inhabitants, that they
shall be protected in the full exercise and em-
ployment of their religion, of which all perrons,
both civil and military, will take notice, and gov-
ern themselves accordingly.

All persons having in their possession, or havin,
any knowledge of, any public property, sh
forthwith deliver in the #hme, or give notice
thereof, to the officer commanding, or to Lieut.-
Colonel Nichol, who are duly authorized to receive
and give proper receipts for the same.

Officers of militia will be held rexponsible, that
all arms in the possesion of militin-men be im-
mediately given up, and all individuals whatever
who have in their possession arms of any kind,
will give them up without delay.

Given under my hand at Detroit, this 16th day
of August, 1812, and in the 52d ycar of his Ma-
jesty's reign.

Isaac Brocx, Mujor-Gerierdl,
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Hull, and produced in a great measure the
surrender of Detroit, as in another part of his
official despatch he thus expresses him-
self: —* It was impossible, in the nature of
things, thatan army could have been furnished
with the necessary supplies of provisions,
military stores, clothing, and comfort for the
sick, on pack-horses through a wilderness of
two hundred miies, filled with hostile savages.”
The General's fears for the safety of his troops
certainly here got the better of his judgment,
as he goes on.  * It was impossible, Sir, that
Ahis little army, worn down by fatigue and
sickness, by wounds and deaths, could have
supported itself against not only the collected
force of all the Northern Nations of Indians,
but against (save the mark !) TaE UNITED FORCE
of Upper Canada, whose population consists
of more than twenty times the number con-
tained in the territory of Michigan, (as if the
General had depended for his defence on the
Michigan Militia) aided by the principal part
of the regular forces of the Province.”

Our readers are in a position to judge of
the truth of this part of the statement. The
General by way of climax arrays also against
him and his devoted army “the whole in-
fluence of the north-west and other trading
establishments among the Indians, which have
in their employment and under their control
MORE THAN TWO THOUSAND WBITE MEN. We
will close this portion of our subject with an
extract from one of General Brock's letters to
his brothers, which shows pretty clearly the
real secret of his success :—** Some say nothing
could be more desperate than the measure;
but I answer that the statc of the Province
admitted of nothing but desperate remedies.
—I gut possession of the letters my antago-
nist addressed to the Secretary at War, and
also of the SENTIMENTS WIICH HUNDREDS OF HIS
ARMY uttered to their friends,—evident des-
pondency prevailed Tarovesout. I crossed
the river contrary to the opinion of Colonel
Proctor; it is, therefore, no wonder that envy
should attribute to good fortune what, in jus-
tice to my own discernment, I must say pro-
ceeded from a cool calculation of the pours et
oontres.”

The first and greatest effect was at once to
Ffl-ct produced on  pelease Canadians of al!

Canmadians by these an- R N
for succensea. fears of invasiin, and to

suggest to them that the frontiers of Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and Kentucky were now open
to aretaliatory invasion, either by themselves
or their Indian allies. They were now taught
how a conjunction of incilents, under Provid-
ence, had occurred, which shortsighted man
could not provide for or foresee. The boasted
prospects of acqniring Canada, at least as far
ag the Niagara, had been frustrated and over-
turned, and the whole Union as much aston-
ished at the failure of their long-cherished
plans, as if the mighty Niagara had changed
its current and been thrown from Lake On-
tario to Erie upwards, by earthquakes or other
convulsive phenomena. Such was the revul-
sion from overweening confidence to utter
amazement. The effect, indeed, produced
throughout the Canadas by the fall of Detioit
was as electrical as it was unexpected. It was
the first enterprise in which the militia had
been engaged, and its complete su~cess not
only imparted confidence to that body, but it
inspired the timid, fixed the waverers, and
awed the few disaffected who might have been
inhabitants of the Province. This victory, too,
at the very commencement of the campaign,
produced the most bencficial results in at-
taching yet more strongly to the British cause,
the Indians of the west—many of whom, had re-
versesovertaken the Britisharms, would have
seceded from a cause which they conceived
us too helpless to defend, or joined the Ame-
rican standard. The tribes, also, and numerous
they were, who were undecided which party
to join, would have thrown their influence
and numbers into the opposite scale.

Fortunate, indeed, was it for Canada, that
to a General of such energy and decision as
Brock, had been entrusted the defence of the
Province, and by the capture of Detroit he
may fairly and deservedly be called the saviour
of Canada. Had this decisive blow not bicen
struck, both the Canadas must have passed
under the yoke of the United States, and cut
off, as they were, during six months of the
year by ice, from all European assistance, they
would, in all probability, have become integral
portions of that country. To General Brock
it may be ascribed that Canada was not only
not conquered, but not even injured, and that
a delay of nearly a year was, at least, ensured
ere another invading force could be organised
from the same quarter. The effect produced
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in the lower Province, also,was not less marked,
and the arrival at Montreal of General Hull
and the regulars of the American regular
‘army, as prisoners of war, did not fuil to pro-
duce a warked and beneficial rerult.  We
subjoin a short account of the event : —

“MonrtnsaL, September 12,

¢ Last Sunday evening the inhabitants of this
city were gratified with an exhibition equally novel
and intcresting.

*That Gen. Hull should have entered into our
city 80 soon, at the head of hix troops, rather ex-
ceeded our expectations. We were, liowever,
very happy to see him, and received him with all
the honors due to his high rank and imporrance
as a public charucter. The following particulars,
relative to his journey and reception at Montreal,
may not be uninteresting to our readers :—

“ Ttappears that General Hulland suite, accom-
panied by about 25 officers aud 350 soldiers, left
Kingston, under an excort of 130 men, cowman-
ded by Mujor Heathcote,ot the Newfoundland regi-
ment. At Cornwall, the escort was met by Capt.
Gray, of the Quartermnaster-Genoral's department,
who took charge of the prisoners of war, and from
thence proceeded with them to La Chine, where
they arrived about two o'clock on Sunday after
noon. At La Chine, Captains Richardson and
Ogilvie, with their companies of Montreal militia,
and a company of the King's from Lower Chine,
commanded by Cuaptain Blackmore, formed the es-
cort till they were met by Colonel Auldjo, with
the remainder of the flank cowpanics of the mili-
tia, upon which Captain Blackmore's con:pany fell
out and presented aims as the General and line

passed, and then returned to La Chine, leaving
the prisoners of war to be gunrded by the nilitha
alone. The line of march then proceeded to the
town fu the following order, vig:

1. Bund of the King's regiment.

2, The first division ot the escort,

8. General Hull in a carriage, accompanied
by Captain Gray. Captain Hull and Major Shek-
leton fullowed in the second, and some wouuded
officers occupied four others.

‘4. The American officers.

“5. The non-comniissioned officers and sol-
diers.

**8. The second division of the escort.

* It unfortunately proved rather latein theeven-
ing for the vast concourse of spectators assembled
to experience the gratification they so anxicusly
lovked for. This inconvenience wae, howerver, in
a great measure remedied by the illuminations of
the streets through which the line of march puseed.
When they arrived at the General’s house, the
General was conducted in, and presented to his
Excellency Sir George Prevoet, and was received
with the greatest politenese, and invited to take
up his 1esidence there dwing lis stay at Mon-
treal. The General appears to be about sixty
years of age, and is a good lovking man, and we
are informed by his friends that he is a
man of general information. He is communica-
tive, and seems to bear his misfortunes with &
degree of philorophical resiguation that but few
men in sinilur circuinstances are gifted with, On
Thursdny Iast General Bull, with eight Ameriean
officers, left this city for the United States, on
their parole.”
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CONTENTS.

Naval encounters at sea—General remarks on.—
First objects of the War; chase ot Belvidera;
escape of English homeward-bound fleet of
West Indiamen.—Manning of American fleet,
as compared with that of the British.—Captain
Porter’s inhwnan treatment of an English
sailor.—First conscquences of the meeting of
unequul forces; loss of the Guerritre; Frolic
and Wasp; Macedonian and United States;
Java and Constitution, December 29th.—Effect
of these successes on the American people.—
Measures adopted by the British Government.
— American list of captures made.—Awmerican
President’s Message, November 4.

The failure of all the military movements
undertaken, so far, by the
Americans was, in some
degree, balanced by the unexpected success
which attended their operations on an clement
which had long been the scene of triumph to
their opponents—we may advisedly use the
expression ‘scene,’ as the sca had hitherto been
the stage on which the triumphs of British
prowess had been most brilliantly represented.
In entering, however, on a contest with Ame-
rican sailors, bone of their bone and sinew of
their sinew, the British Government appear
to have lost sight of the fact, that the strength
of the United States navy consisted of a few
frigates, of scantling and armament correspon-
ding to their own seventy-fours, and that, by
their own well understood regulations, every
single-decked vessel was bound to engage any
single-decked vessel of the encmy, nominally
of her own class, however supcrior, in reality,
in tonnage, guns and crew ;—another impor-
tant fact also, must not be lost sight of, that
the American vessels were manned by sailors,
many of whom, unfortunately, were British,
while many more had been trained in the
Britigh service, For many years previous to
8

Naval encounters at
sea.general remiarks on.

the declaration of war, America had been
decoying men from British vessels by cvery
artful scheme, so that the captains of American
vesscls had to pick their complement not only
from amongst men of their own nation, but
from a numerous body also of forcign sea-
men. The constitution also of the body of
American marines was wholly different from
the British.

In the United States every man may learn to
shoot, every man may be a marksman. To
collect these expert marksmen officers were
sent into the western parts of the Union, and
to complete still farther their efficiency, &
marine barrack was established near Washing-
ton, from which depdt the American ships
werc regularly supplied. There was another
point in which the British were found, as com-
pared with their opponents, very deficient—
gunnery, —nor was this entirely the fault of
the commanders of H. M. ships, as the Admi-
ralty instructions, which they were bound to
obey, restricted them, during the first six
months after the ship received her armament,
from expending more shots per month* than
amounted to one-third in number of her upper-
deck guns, and after these six months had
expired, they were to use only half the quan-
tity. The disastrous consequences of this dis-
couragement of the expenditure of powder and
shot will be apparent, as we shall have to bring
forward in quick succession, instances that will
show how much the British navy suffered by
inattention to this most essential pointin war,
the proper handling of the weapons by which
it was to be waged.

We have boldly made the assertion that
the American frigates were of the scantling of
seventy-fours, and a few explanatory remarks
will show the correctness of the statement.

* Vido James’ Naval History, part 8,
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In 1794, an English shipwright,* Mr. Joshua
Humphreys, resident at Philadelphia, gave in
estimates of the cost of building three seventy-
four gun ships, to measure sixteen hundred
and twenty tons, American measurement,
about seventeen hundred and fifty English.
Before, however, the keels of these vessels had
been much more than laid, Mr. Jay’s treaty
restored the amicable relations between En-
gland and America, and it was resolved to
convert the vessels, begun as seventy-fours,
into frigates. This-was done by contracting
the breadth about three feet and a bhalf, and
not connecting the quarter-deck and forecastle,
80 as to give in reality only one continuous
tier of guns,—thus were these seventy-fours
converted into enormous sixty-two gun frigates.
A frigate, the Constellation, begun at the same
time, and originally intended to class as a for-
ty-four, was in a similar manner reduced to
the rate of a thirty-six. It appears from the
estimates rendered to Congress that the ori-
ginal intention had been to construct two
forty-fours and a thirty-six; but, by the
new arrangement it was confidently expected
that the sphere of utility of these vessels would
be widely extended *It was expected (vide
estimates) from this alteration, that they would
possess in an eminent degree, the advantages
of sailing, that separately they would be supe-
rior to any single European frigate of the same
rate and of the usual dimensions; that if
assailed by superior force, they would be
always able to lead a-head; that they could
never be obliged to go into action but on their
own terms, except in a calm; and that in
heavy weather they would be capable of en-
gaging double-decked ships." These were
the principal advantages contemplated in thus
rating vessels of this heavy scantling as forty-
four gun frigates. Having thus shown that in
designating these *line of battle ships in dis-
guise " by their true titles we have not greatly
erred, we shall add a few remarks on the Con-
stellation, nominally a thirty-six gun frigate.
#Even here (says James) was a frigate more
than equal to any French or English frigate of
the largest class, carrying long eighteen-poun-
ders, and, be it remembered, in the year 1811,
France did not own any, and England only
three frigates (Cornwallis, Indefatigable, and

® Vide James, part 8, page 2.

Endymion) that carried long twenty-four-
pounders.” The Constellation was a sister
frigate to the Chesapeake, and *“had ports for
mounting on her two broadsides (vide James)
fifty-four guns” Had the Americans, pos-
sessed no stronger frigates than the heaviest
of these, Europeans would not have been so sur-
feited with tales of American naval prowess.
An object of paramount importance to the
W!:in:momif"!;c of. the Americans was, the cap-
e pe” o E;Kﬁ"‘h ture of the homeward
homeward bound fieet bound West India fleet
of Weat Indiamen. ’
supposed to be on the
coast, and known to be under the convoy of
but one thirty-six gun frigate, and a sloop of
war. This fleet had left Jamaica on the 20th
May, and had passed Havanna on the 4th
June, at 8, a.m.: on the 28rd (five days after
the declaration of war) the American Com-
modore spoke a brig, and ascertained that,
four days previous, in lat. 86° long. 67°,
the Jamaica flect had been scen, steering to
the eastward. In that direction he immediately
proceeded, and, at 6, a. m., that day made out
a large sail to the northward and eastward,
standing directly towards them. This was the
British thirty-six gun frigate, Belvidera, Capt.
Byron, then on the look-out to intercept a
French privateer schooner, hourly expected
from New London. Capt. Byron having a few
days before, spoken a New York pilot boat,
and ascertained what was likely to happen,
finding his private signals unanswered, and
coupling this circumstance with the efforts
of the Americans to close, was no longer
in doubt as to the hostile intentions of
the approaching squadron, and immediately
tacked and made all sail, hoisting his colors.
The American squadron did the same, the two
commanders.displaying their broad pennants;
and, by signal, the frigates and the sloops
hauled to the wind in chase. Fortwelve hours
the chase was continued, during which time
the Belvidera kept up a steady stern fire,
firing upwards of three hundred round shot
from her two cabin eighteen pounders.
Commodore Rodgers, in the President, the
leading frigate of the squadron, finding himself
by this time three miles astern, shortened sail.
The Belvidera suffered only from the fire of
the President, (as the shot of the Congress, the
only other vessel that got up, all fell short,) and
her loss amounted to two killed, and twenty
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two wounded, the greater part slightly. Ac-
cording to the American official account, the
President lost altogether, two midshipmen and
one marine killed, the commodore, one licu-
tenant, one lieutenant of marines, three mid-
shipmen, and twelve seamen wounded. Thig
alone was a high price to pay for the day’s
amusement, but this was not all, as the home-
ward bound fleet, through Capt. Byron's judg-
- ment in leading the American squadron, so
long a dance, arrived safely on the 238rd
August, in the Downs, Com. Rodgers only
falling in with a fleet, not of ships, but, of cocoa
nuts, orange peel, &¢. To complete his mis-
fortunes, the scurvy broke out among the
men, and thus conferred an additional value
on the oranges and lemons that were known
to be in such profusion in the much coveted

vessels,

It had been intended that the frigate Essex

Manning of American  ghould have formed part
lﬂﬁ'oﬁhﬂ':gx: " of Commodore Rodgers’
squadron, but she could not be got ready in
time; the complement of this vessel, as
acknowledged by Capt. Porter, was three
hundred and twenty-eight men. Another con-
fession was also made by Capt. Porter, (one
for which his government did not thank him),
that, out of his three hundred and twenty-
eight men, there were but eleven landsmen.
To those cognizant of the material from which
the complement of a British ship is made up,
this admission must appear most extraordinary,
and establishes the very important fact that,
no pains were spared by the Americans to
send their vessels to sea equipped and manned
in the most complete way. We will now show
the importance that was attached to the re-
tention of British seamen on board the American
ships of war, and thisshould be held in remem-
brance by all who desire to judge fairly of
those encounters between British and American
ships, of which we are now about to begin the
account.

We give, on the authority of Mr. James,

. . the following statement
..9..'..."".?.."&‘:{'1:".‘; which shows, if true,
Englieh eailor. and we would hardly
suppose that Mr. James would lightly ad-
vance 80 grave a charge; the barbarous
means to which an American officer could
resort, to punish a native of Engiand fer

refusing to become a traitor to his country :—
“ A New York newspaper, of June 2Tth, 1813,
contains the following as the substance of the
formal deposition of the victim of Capt. Por-
ter's unmanly treatment. The deposition
states,that John Erving was bornin Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, England; that he has resided
within the United States, but has never been
naturalized ; that, on the 14th October, 1811,
he entered on board the Essex, and joined her
at Norfolk ; that Captain Porter, on the 25th
June, 1812, caused all hands to be piped on
deck, to take the oath of allegiance to the
United States, and gave them to understand,
that any man who did not choose to do so
should be discharged ; that, when deponent
heard his name called, he told the Captain
that, being a British subject, he must refuse
taking the oath; on which the captain spoke
to the petty officers, and told them they must
pass sentence upon him ; that they then put
him into the launch which lay alongside the
frigate, and there poured a bucket of tar over
him, and then laid on a quantity of feathers

having first stripped him naked from the
waist ; that they then rowed him ashore,
stern foremost, and landed him ; that he wan-
dered about, from street to street, in this con-
dition, until a Mr. Ford took him into his shop,
to save him from the crowd then beginning
to gather; that he staid there until the police
magistrate took him away, and put him into
the city prison for protection, where he was
cleansed and clothed. None of the citizens
molested him or insulted him.” He says he
gave as an additional reason to the Captaim
why he did not choose to fight against his
country, that, if he should be taken prisoner,
he would certainly be hung. This, as we re-
marked above, if true, is a significant fact,
and shows the importance attached to the re-
tention of a good seaman. So much has been
already written on the way in which British
vessels are manned, that it is almost unneces-
sary to remark, that there was no great cause
for wonder that, seduced by promises of high
pay, good seamen should enter the American
service, and fight desperately; especially
with a noose dangling from the foreyard arm
ever before their eye when in sight of a Britisk
man-of-war.

The first fatal consequence of the disregard
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First conseguencen of  Of the difference of size
g::“:"m:,f;:‘ﬂﬁ‘_‘ and armament of Ame-
ernere. rican vessels, and of un-
dervaluing their opponents’ strength, was ex-
pericnced by the fiigate Guerridre, com-
manded by Captain Dacres, which, on August
19th, lat. 40° 20° N. and long. 58° W, was
brought to action by the American frigate
Constitution, Captain Hull

The respective force is thus officially stated,
—QGuerriere forty-cight guns, throwing one
thousand and thirty-four pounds of shot:
erew, two hundred and forty four: tons, one
thousand and ninety-two ;—Constitution fifty-
six guns, throwing lifteen hundred and thirty-
six pounds of shot: crew, four hundred and
sixty : tons, fiftcen hundred and thirty-cight.
Even this statement will fail to convey an
adequate idea of the real inequality that
existed between the vesscls, as it should be
also Lorne in mind that the Guerriérc was on
her return from a long cruise with furemast
and bowsprit sprung, and in absolute need of
the refit for which she was then hastening to
Halifax.*

The Constitution was seventeen days from
port, and in all respzcts as well prepared for
an engagement as the greatest care could
make her. At half-past four the frigates came
to close quarters, and by half-past six the
unequal contest was ended by Capt. Dacres
Jowering his flag, the Guerriere being, by
this time, an unmanageable wreck, rolling her
main deck guns under, with her three masts
gone by the board.

No imputation can be attached to Capt.
Dacres on this occasion, he fought and handled
his ship well, and he with his crew yielded
only to the irresistible superiority of physical

® ¢ The Guerri¢re had nearly expended, not only
her water and provisions, but her boatswain’s and
carpenter’s stores ; her gunner's stores were
also deficient; what remained of her powder,
from damp and long keeping, was greatly reduced
In strength; her bowsprit was badly sprung,
her mainmast, from having been struck by light-
ning, in a tottering state, and her hull, from age
and length of service, scarcely seaworthy. No one
henwilldeny thatthisrencontre wasrather unfortu-
nate ; in fact, such was the state of general decay
in which the Guerridre,at this time,was, that, had
the frigate gone into Portsmouth or Plymouth,
she would, in all probability, have been disarmed
and broken up.”

strength. So heavy indeed had been the fire®
that after removing the officers and crew it

* S1r,—I am gorry to inform you of the capture
of Ilis Majesty’s late ship Guerri¢re, by the Amer-
ican frigate Constitution, after a severe action on
the 19th August, in lat. 40 deg. 20 minutes N. and
long. 55 deg. W. At 2 P, M. being by the wind
on the star-board tack, we saw a railon our weath-
er beam, bearing down on us. At 3, made her
out to be a man-of-war, beat to quarters and pre-
pared for action. At 4, she closing fust, wore to
prevent her raking us. At ten minutes past 4,
hoisted our colors and fired several shot at her:
at twenty minutes past 4, she hoisted her colors
and returned our fire, wore several times to avoid
being raked, exchanging broadsides. At 5, she
closed on our starboard beam, both keeping up a
heavy fire and steering free, his intention being
evidently to cross our bow. At 20 minutes past
5, our mizen-mast went over the star-board quar-
ter, and brought the ship up in the wind; the
enemy then placed himself on our larboard bow,
raking us, a few only of our bow guns bearing, and
his grape and riflemen sweeping our deck. At
forty minutes past 5, the ship not answering her
helm, he attempted to lay us on board ; at this
time Mr. Grant, who commanded the forecastle,
was carried below badly wounded. I immediately
ordered the marines and boarders from the main
deck ; the master was at this time shot through
the knee, and I received a severe wound in the
back. Licut. King was leading the boarderg, when
the ship coming too, we brought sonie of our bow
guns to bear on her, and had got clear of our op-
ponent, when at twenty minutes past 8, our fore
and mainmast went over the side, leaving the ship
a perfect unmanageable wreck, The frigate shoot-
ing ahead I was in hopes to clear the wreck, and
get the ship under command to renew the action,
but just as we had cleared the wreck, our sprit sail
yard went, and the enemy baving rove new bra-
ces, &c., wore round within pistol sliot, to rake us,
the ship lying in the trough of the sea, and rolling
her main deck guns under water, and all attempts
to get her before the wind being fruitless, when
calling my few remaining officers together, they
were all of opinion that any further resistance
would only be a ncedless waste of lives, I ordered,
though reluctantly, the colors to be struck.

The logs of the ship is to be ascribed to the early
fall of her main-mast, which enabled our opponent
to choose his position. I am sorry to say, we suf-
fered considerably in killed and wounded, and
mostly while she lay on our bow, from her grape
and musquetry; in all, fifteen killed and sixty-
three wounded, many of them severely ; none of
the wounded officers quitted the deck until the
firing ceased.

The frigate proved to be the United States’ ship
Constitution, of thirty 24-pounders on her main
deck and twenty-four 32-pounders, and two 18's
on her upper deck, and 476 men: herloss in com-
parison with ours is trifling, about twenty: the
first lieutenant of marines and eight killed ; the
first licutenant and master of the ship, and eleven
men wounded; her lower masts badly wounded,
and stern much shattered, and very much cut up
about the rigging,
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was found by the captors impossible to keep
this, their first naval trophy, afloat, and the
Guerriére was accordingly sct on fire and
blown up. This must have been the more
mortifying, as this ship had becn made par-
ticularly obnoxious to the Americans, although
the causes of quarrel arose before Capt. Dacres
joined and while Capt. Pechell commanded
her, still it was the same ship, and most ac-
ceptable would her acquisition as a trophy
have been. It is not unworthy of remark,
that on board of the Guerriére,at the time of
this engagement, there were ten American
seamen who had for a number of years be-
Jonged to her; but as the declaration of war
by the United States was not known at the

The Guerrierc was 8o cut up, that all attempts
to get her in would have been useless.  As soon
a3 the wounded were got out of her, they sct her
on fire; and I feel it my duty to state, that the
conduct of Captain Hull and his officers to our
roen, has been that of a brave enemy, the greatest
care being taken to prevent our men losing the
smallest trifle, and the greatest attention being
paid to the wounded, who, through the attention
and skill of Mr. Irviue, the surgeon, I hope will do
well.

I hope, though success has not crowned our ef-
forts, you will not think it presumptuous in me to
say, the greatest credit is due to the officers and
ship's company for their exertions, particularly
when exposed to the heavy raking fire of the
enemy. I feel particularly obliged for the exer-
tions of lieut. Kent, who, though wounded early
by a splinter, continued to assist me ; inthe sccond
licutenant the service has suffered a severe loss;
Mr. Scott, the master, though wounded, wus par-
ticularly attentive, and used every exertion in
clearing the wreck, as did the warrant oflicers.—
lieutenant Nicholl of the roval marines, and his
party, supported the honorable character of their
corpz, and they suftered severely. I must recom-
mend Mr. Shaw, master’s mate, who commanded
the foremast main deck guns in the absence of
lieutenant Pullman, and the whole after the full of
lieutenant Ready, to your protection, he having
received a severe contusion from a splinter. 1
must point out Mr. Garby, acting purser, to your
notice, who volunteered his services on deck, and
commanded the after quarter-deck guns, and was
particularly active, as well as Mr. Bannister, mid-
shipman. I hope, in coasidering the circumstan-
ces. you will think the ship entrusted to my charge,
properly defended—the unfortunate loss of our
masts, the absence of the third lieutenant, second
licutenant of marines, three midshipmen and
twenty-four men, considerably weakened our crew,
and we only mustered at quarters two hundred
and forty-four men, on coming into action; the
enemy had such an advantaze from his marines
and riflemen, when close, and his superior sailing
enabled him to choonse his distance.

I enclose herewith a list of killed and wounde:l
on board the Guerricre,

time of her sai‘ling, no opportunity of course
had since that period offered itsclf for dis-
chargiog them. Capt. Dacres, however, con-
ceiving it to be unjust in the extreme, to
compel thern to fight against their countrymen,
ordercd them to quit their quarters and go
below. This conduct contrasts most favorably
with the attempts made by Capt. Hull and
his officers toinveigle the crew of the Guerriére
and induce them to turn traitors. One of the
means resorted to was to keep his prisoners
manacled and chained to the deck during the
night and the greater part of the day.

The reason assigned by Capt. Hull for this
unusual severity was, that there were so many
ofhis own crew who considered theGuerriére's
wen as their countrymen, (and who felt, as
well they might, some degree of shame at their
own fallen state), he was apprehensive the two
bodics united would overpower him and the
Americans, and carry the Constitution to
Malifax. The more probable reason scems to
have been to render the prospect of liberty the
more alluring to those who would turn traitors.
Capt. Hull calculated, it may be supposed,
that any whom he could persuade to enter,
would fight in the most desperate manner,
rather than be taken and turned over to their
former commanders, from whom they could
only expect to receive a certain and well
merited fate. Capt. Dacres bears testimony,
in other respects, to Capt. Iull’s trcatment of
himself and crew, and the care that was taken
to prevent their losing the smallest trifle.

The author of the American * Naval His-
tory,” Mr. Clark, remarks thus upon the Gu-
crriére’s capture :—* It appeared in evidence
on the court martial, that many Eng'ishmen
were on board the Constitution, and that many
of these were leading men,or captains of guns.”
The officers of the Guerriére knew some of
them personally. One had been captain of
the forecastle in the Eurydice, another had
been in the Achille at Trafalgar, and the third
licutenant was an Trishman, named Read. In
the latter end of 1816, a register of ofiicers
and others, military and naval, in the service
of the United States, was issued from the
Washinzgton press, prepared by a resolution
of Congress. Affixed to the list of names in
this official document, is one column headed
“ State or country where born.”  Turning to
this column, in the naval department, we find,
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as we descend in the list, the blanks in the
column of *where born” increase amazingly.
Of the superior officers, only three captains—
Shaw, Patterson, and Crichton—were ashamed
to name their birth-place. Of one hundred
and sixty licutenants, five appear to have been
British ; but seventeen, all English or Irish
names have blanks after them. Of twenty
boatswains, four were born in the United
States; the rest nowhere. Of eighty-three
sailing-masters, fifteen had nobirthplace ; and
eight appear to be British. Of twenty-five
gunners, three appear to have been born in
the United States; and out of thirty-three
carpenters and master-mates, five only could
be found to fill up the blank with the term
* American.” The blanks in the list of able
seamen increase surprisingly. This, however,
is not to be wondercd at, when we consider
Captain Brenton'’s statement :—* It was said,
and there is no reason to doubt the fact, that
there were two hundred British seamen on
board the Constitution.”

After this analysis, Mr. Clark’s remarks on
the capture of the Guerriére can be taken at
their value—* It has manifested the genuine
worth of the American tar, which has enabled
Lim to meet under DISADVANTAGEOUS CIRCUM-
STANCES (save the mark), and to derive glory
from the encounter, the naval heroes of a na-
tion which has so long ruled the waves.”

We have been thus particular in dwelling
on all the circumstances connected with the
capture of the Guerriére, as with few excep-
tions the same disparity of force prevailed and
the same remarks apply. That the American
successes were unexpected, is apparent from
the instructions given to the officers in com-
mand of the vessels about to leave port, and,
in fact, the first capture of an English by an
American vessel was made, if not in direct
breach of orders, at least contrary to the cal-
culations of the Navy Department, and had
not Hull put to sea before his countermand
reached Boston, he certainly would not have
made his capture of the Guerriére, nor is it
probable that any capture would have been
made at all, if we may judge from the tone of
the following communications :—

*“Naval Department, Washington,
18th June, 1812.

“Sir,—This day war has been declared be-

t ween the United Empire of Great Britain,

Ireland, and their dependencies, and the Uni-
ted States of America, and their territories,
and you are, with the force under your com-
mand, entitled to every belligerent right to
atttack and capture, and to defend. You will
use the utmost despatch to reach New York,
after you have made up your complement of
men, &c., at Annapolis. In your way from
thence, you will not fail to notice the British
flag, should it present itself. I am informed
that the Belvidera is on our coast, but you
will not understand me as impelling you to
battle previously to your having confidence in
your crew, unless attacked, or with areasona-
ble prospect of success, of which you are to
be, at your discretion, the judge. You are to
reply to this, and inform me of your progress.
“P. HamILTON,

“ Capt. Hull, U.S. Frigate Constitution.”

This discouraging and, considered with im-
mediate results,somew hat pusillanimous order,
was soon followed by another of the same
tenor, as follows : —

“Navy Departmént, 8rd July, 1812,

‘¢ Str,— As soon as the Constitution is ready
for sea, you will weigh anchor and proceed to
New York.

“If, on your way thither, youshould fall in
with an eneiny’s vessel, you will be guided in
your proceeding by your own judgment, bear-
ing in mind, however, that you are not volun-
tarily to encounter a force superior to your
own. On your arrival at New York, you will
report yourself to Commodore Rodgers. If he
should not be in that port, you will remain
there untill further orders.

¢ P. Hauirron.”

The Constitution, on her way to New York
was chased by a British squadron and pre-
vented from getting into that port, so that her
stealing to sea from Boston, into which she
had been driven, and her encounter with the
Guerri¢re was purely accidental andin contra-
vention of orders, for even after his escape into
Boston, a new order was despatched :—

“ Navy Department, 29th July, 1812.

“Sir,—Your letter of the 20th instant, just
received, has relieved me from much anxiety.

“I am truly happy to hear of your safety.
Remain at Boston until further orders.

“P. HamiLtox.”

Before receiving this order Capt. Hull had
put to sea and escaped the doom, which his
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affrighted Government had prepared for him
—to be laid up in port.

A second action, tending to augment the

Frolicand Wasp.  confidence of Americansin
themselves, took place on the 18th October,
between H. M. brig Frolic, Captain Whinyates,
and the United S ates sloop of war Wasp,
Captain Jones. \

The Frolic was the convoy of the homeward
bound fleet from the Bay of Honduras, and
was repairing the damages her masts and sails
received in a violent gale on the night of the
16th, in lat. 36° north, lon. 64°, in which she
had carried away her main-yard, sprung her
main-topmast, and lost both her topsails, when
a vessel was made out which immediatcly
gave chace to the convoy.

Although in the crippled state above men-
tioned, Captain Whinyates determined to save
his convoy, and a close and spirited action
ensued, which was maintained until the brig
became, from her previous shattered condi-
tion, unmanageable, The Wasp taking advan-
tage of this shot ahead, and raked the Frolic,
which was unable to bring a gun to bear. She
now fell with ber bowsprit between the main
and mizen rigging of the enemy, and was
then immediately carried by boarding, after an
action of an hour's duration. Such was the
obstinacy with which she had been defended
that, on the Americans taking possession
their prize, but three officers and the man
at the wheel were found alive on the deck.
In this dreadful conflict the British loss was
thirty killed, and between forty and fifty woun.
ded. The vesscls were nearly equal in point
of strength, both as regarded guns and men,
and her previous crippled state alone brought
on this disastrous and speedy issuc. On the
afternoon of the same day H.M. ship Poictiers,
seventy-four gung, fell in with and captured
both vessels, sending them into Bermuda.
Congress awarded to Captain Jones a gold
medal, to his officers a silver one, and to the
crew generally, twenty-four thousand dollars,
in testimony of their gallantry in capturing a
British vessel of superior force. This may be
accounted for, as Captain Jones in his oflicial
despatch, gave the Frolic two extra guns, and
judicionsly said nothing of her previous disa-
bled state. The reader may, however, judge
in what the superior force consisted from the
statement here given : —Frolic,broadside guns,

nine, throwing two hundred and sixty-two
pounds of shot, with two twelve-pounder
carronades,—crew, gninety-two,—size, three
hundred and eighty-four tons. Wasp, broad-
side, nine guns, throwing two hundred and
sixty-eight pounds of shot, with two brass
four-pounders,—crew, one hundred and thir-
ty-five,—size, four hundred and thirty-four
tons. Nearly matched as these vessels were,
the superiority if anything leaning towards
the side of Wasp, yet the usual exaggerations
of American officers made it a victory over a
superior force.

Seven days after this affair, on the 25th of

Macedonian, and  October, in lat. 20° north,
United States. lon. 29° 80’ west, the thir-
ty-eight gun frigate Macedonian, Captain Car-
den, fell in with and brought to action the
U. 8. frigate, United States, Commodore
Decatur. The action lasted for upwards of
two hours, when,with one hundred shot in her
hull, several of them between wind and water,
her mizen mast gone by the board, main and
fore topmasts shot away by the cap, her main
yard in the slings, two remaining lower masts

- badly injured, and but few guns effective, the

Macedonian surrendered. Of her complement
of two hundred and fifty-four men, deducting
eight foreigners who refused to fight, thirty-
six were killed and sixty-cight wounded.

Commodore Decatur, in his official de-
spatches, makes very light of the damage done
to his vesscl; either in loss of men or injuries
to hull or rigging, reporting only five killed
and six wounded. Captain Carden, however,
represents that the United States “was
pumped out every watch till her arrival in
port, from the effects of shot received between
wind and water, and that two eighteen poun-
ders had passed through her mainmast in a
horizontal line.” There is very little doubt,
also, from what may be gathered from his ac-
count, but that these numbers were very far
from representing the actual loss in killed and
wounded.

The comparative force of the two combat-
ants may be with correctness stated as fol-
lows : —Macedonian—weight of broadside, five
hundred and twenty-eight pounds; crew, two
hundred and fifty-four ; size, one thousand and
eighty-one tons. United States—broadside,
weight of metal, eight hundred and sixty-
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four pounds ; crew, four hundred and seventy-
, four; size, fifteen hundred and thirty-three
tons. James mentions, agpong other proofs,
that a large proportion of the United States’
crew were British ; the following fact,—*One
of the officers’ servants, a young lad from
London, named William Hecarne, actually
found among the hostile crew his own brother!
This hardened traitor, after reviling the Brit-
ish, and applauding the American service,
used the influcnce of seniority in trying to
persuade his brother to enter the latter. The
honorable youth, with tears in his eyes, re-
plied: ‘If you are a rascal, that's no
reason I should be one.”” Mr. James alleges
,that several of the Maccdonian’s men recog-
nized their old shipmates; and * Captain Car-
den,” says Marshall, “observing ‘Victory’
" painted on the ship’s side over one part, and
¢ Nelson’ over another, asked Commodore De-
catur the reason of so strange an anomaly ;
he answered, ‘the men belonging to those
guns served many years with Lord Nelson,
and in the Victory, and they claim the privi-
lege of using the illustrious names in the way
you have seen.'” The Commodore also de-
clared, according to the same authority, pub-
licly,that there were but fcw seamen in his ship,
who had not served from twelve to fifteen
years in a British man-of-war.  After reading
this, the reader will naturally like to know
what the register, which has been already so
useful to us, says of the birthplace of Com-
modore Decatur. This authority assigns, as
might be expected, a birthplace, not quite so
far north as Captain Hull’s, to the Commo-
dore—Maryland.

On the arrival of Decatur, with his prize, at
New York, the Macedonian was purchased by
the American Government, and was rated as
a thirty-six gun frigate, of which class she
was the smallest ship. The same ungenerous
system of tampering with the prisoners, that
prevailed in the case of the Guerriére, was
carried on by the Commodore and officers of
the United States, and in order that his at-
tempts might be unrestricted by the presence
of the Macedonian’s officers, they were sent on
shore on parole. The officers, however, be-
coming acquainted with the honorable schemes
of the American officer, returned on board.

We look in vain in Commodore Decatur's
official communications for any admission

that he had conquered a vessel of inferior
force. This confession would certainly have
heen honest, but, then, it would have inter-
fered with the Act of Congress of 28th June
1798, which providced that, “if a vessel of supe-
rior or equal force shall be captured by a
public armed vessel of the United States, the
forfeiture shall acerue wholly to the captors.”
Two hundred thousand dollars, the valuation
of the prizes, was accordingly paid over to the
American commander and his crew. The
verdict of the court-marshall, puts the conduct
of Captain Carden and his crew, beyond ques-
tion—the substance of the sentence is as fol-
lows :—*“Having most strictly investigated
every circumstance, and examined the diffe-
rent officers, and ship's company ; and having
very deliberately and maturely weighed and
considered the whole, and every part thereof,
the Court does most honorably acquit Capl
Carden, the officers and crew.”

Great were the rejoicings throughout the
Union, at their third naval victory, especially
as it was the first of which the fruits had been
secured,—and the arrival of the colors of the
Macedonian at Washington was attended
with illuminations and a public and most bril-
liant féte. The press, too, teemed with such
rhapsodies as the one of which we give a spe-
cimen.* Had a {aithful statement of the com-

# With unutterable pleasure we record another
most gallant naval achievement—a thing without
precedent or parallel—an action sui generis,
unique, incomparable—a British frigate dixmasted
and compelled to surrender in seventeen minutes,
with 106 of her crew, onc-third of her number,
killed and wounded, by a vessel but little her
supetior in force—by a new people, unused to the
horrid business of war; by strangers to the thun-
der of cannon.

We are lost in astonishment at the egcct of
Dceatur’'s fire—-no wonder that the Britons
thought he was enveloped in flames, and rejoiced,
giving three cheers. Weak mortals!—they had
yet to learn the great activity of Decatur’s youth-
ful crew, and feel the power of the vengeance-
charged guns of the United States.

Thus it was with /full, with Porter, with Jones,
and with Chauncey, on thelake. Every shot had
its private commission to revenge a private wrong
—some lasking at the gang-way of n British ves-
el of war—some privation of food for refusing to
labor for * hiz Majesty ”—gome personal indig-
nity which imperiouz Britonskuow so well to give
to ** Yankee rascals.”

The gallant Rodyrrs, unsuecessful, vexes the
deep. Like the bold bald eagle of his country,
he darts over the region of waters insearch of his
enemy : groaning in spirit that the foe is not nigh.
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parative force of the two vessels, been blazoned
on the walls of that festive hall, we scarcely
think that there would have been found cause
for such extravagant demonstrations of joy, or
room, on the part of the press, for such vain-
glorious paragraphs.  Justice 4nd truth would
rather have awakened a feeling of admiration,
at the bravery with which British sailors had
contended against such unequal and fearful
odds.

Another action, the result of which was
even more disastrous to
the British, yet remains
to be chronicled, before closing the list of
naval battles, for the year, on the ocean.

The Java,Captain Lambert, on her outward-
bound voyage to the East Indies, with a num-
ber of passengers on board, besides a large
body of recruits, on the 29th December, some
forty miles from St. Salvador, in lat. 18° N.
and long. 86° W., encountered, and was cap-
tured by, the American frigate Constitution.
“The Java,” according to Commodore Bain-
bridge's testimony, in a letter to a friend,
bearing date January 29th, 1813, “was ex-
ceedingly well fought. Poor Lambert, who
dicd, six days after the action, was a distin-
guished and gallant officer.”

Java and Consitu-
tion, December 291h.

One can hardly credit that so much indif-
ference could have been manifested by Gov-
ernment, as was shown in the case of prepar-
ing the Java for a voyage, in which the
chances were so great that an enemy’s vessel
would be cncountered. A little of the pre-
vious listory of the Java will, however, place

But the time will come when he shall reap a rich
harvest of glory.

Bainbridge, in the Constitution, with the sloop
Hornet, commanded by the excellent Laicrence,
was near the middle of the Atlantic, hunting
British frigates, at the date of our last accounts
from him.

Porter, in the little frigate Esser is,—we know
not where ; but doubtless desirous of paying his
respects to Sir James Yeo, of the Southampton ;
who, dubbed a knight by a king, wants to be
drubbed into a gentleman by a Porter; and we
venture to say that if they meet, the knight will
get a lesson on good manners.

The Conatellation, Captain Stewart, will soon
be at sea, to claim her portion ofthe laurels; and
the oA Jama frigate, nearly fitted ont at Washing-
ton city, will bring to the recollection of our aged
patriots the ardent zeal that distinguished her
namesake in ** the times that tried men’s souls.”
—Niles' Weekly Kegister.

the affair pretty clearly before the reader.
The late French frigate Renommeé, newly
christened the Java, was under orders to carry
out to Bombay the newly appointed Governor,
Licutenant-General Hislop, and suite, with &
number of supernumeraries,—Marine Socicty
boys. Finding, on joining, that out of a com-
pleinent of two hundred and ninety-two, the
whole number of petty officers and men,
who had ever trod a deck or been pre-
sent at an action, amounted to less than
fifty, Captain Lambert loudly remonstrated
against the inefficiency of such a ship’s com-
pany. The only reply was, that a voyage to
the East Indies and back would make sailors
of them. It wasin vain to urge the matter
further, but as some slight amendment to the
Java's crew,eight men were allowed to volun-
teer. Manned in this way, with sixty Irish-
men, who had never smelt salt water, except
in crossing the channel—the rest of her com-
plement made up from prison ships, Captain
Lambert was despatched to sea. Is there
room for wonder that with such a crew he
and his vessel should have succumbed to a
superior, unprepared as he was for a contest
even with an equal, force? The great cause
for astonishnment is that, with such a crew,
the Java should have maintained a fight from
a little past two till six, and that the co-
lors should have been lowered from the
stump of the mizen mast only when the Con-
stitution had taken up a raking position
athwart the bows of her then defenceless an-
tagonist. The Java lost her masts and bow-
sprit, had upwards of twenty guns disabled,
her boats shot to pieces, and her hull so
shattered, that it was found nccessary to
burnher. Twenty-two were killed, and ninety-
two wounded on board the Java, in this mur-
derous conflict ; and the American loss,though
tritling in comparison, was yet severe—ten
killed and forty-cight wounded. This victory
added no glory to the American flag, ag, with
the same diffcrence of force as in the instancg
of the Guerridre, the crew, although nomin-
ally stronger, was in reality not half as cffec-
tive ; indeed, Mr. James remarks on this head :
“The Constitution captured the Java cer-
tainly, but in so dixcreditable a manner that,
had the latter been manned with a well-trained
crew of three hundred and twenty men, no
doubt remains in our mind, and we have con-
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sidered the subject seriously, that, notwith-
standing her vast superiority of force, the
American frigate must either have succumbed
or have fled.” According to the same author,
‘‘the manner in which the Java’s men were
treated by the American officers, reflects upon
the latter the greatest disgrace.” One object,
however, the Constitution’s officers missed by
their cruelty in manacling and pillaging their
poor captives—three only of the Java's crew
entered, while the remainder, jail birds though
many of them were, treated with contempt
their reiterated promises of high pay, rich
land, and liberty.

The verdict of the court martial held on the
surviving officers and crew of the Java was,
that *“the action was maintained with zeal,
ability, and bravery,” and the compliment
paid to Lieut. Chads, who coinmanded after
Captain Lambert's fall, a very high one. Rear
Admiral Thorn was the president, and, return-
ing Lieutenant Chads his sword, he thus ad-
dressed him—*1I have much satisfaction in
returning you your sword. Had you beenan
officer who had served in comparative obscur-
ity all your life, and never before heard of,
your conduct on the present occasion has been
sufficient to establish your character asa brave,
skilful, and attentive officer.” We think it
but justice to bring these facts forward, to en-
able those who may have seen only American
accounts of the war, to come to a more correct
conclusion respecting the events we have been
Jjust detailing. Weo cannot forbear quoting
from James a short account of the reception
of Commodore Bainbridge by the citizens of
Boston : —

¢ At this moment our eyes light upon a pas-
sage in a book before us, giving an account of
the reception of Commodore Bainbridge by the
citizens of Boston, and we cannot resist the
temptation of placing it before the British pub-
lic.  ‘On the following Thursday (that suc-
ceeding the frigate’s arrival,) Commodore Bain-
bridge landed at the long wharf from the
frigate Constitution, amidst acclamations, and
roaring of cannon from the shore. All the way
from the end of the pier to the Exchange cof-
fee-house; was decorated with colours and
streamers. In State street they were strung
across from the opposite buildings, while the
windows and balconies of the houses were
filled with ladies, and the tops of the houses

were covered with spectators, and an immense
crowd filled the streets, so as to render it dif-
ficult for the military escort to march. The
commodore was distinguished by his noble
figure, and his walking uncovered. On his
right band was the veteran Commodore
Rodgers, and on his left Brigadier-general
Welles ; then followed the brave Captain Hull,
Colonel Blake, and a number of officers and
citizens ; but the crowd was so immense that
it was difficult to keep the order of procession-
The band of music in the balcony of the State
Bank and the music of the New-England
guards, had a fine effect.” Here was a com-
pliment to the British navy!

There is very little doubt but that the effect

Effect of these suc- Of these four actions on
people. the American  ¢ho American mind was
most important, as the successive triumphs
gave a tone and character to a war hitherto
decidedly unpopular with the moderate portion
of the community, and imparted a still greater
confidence to the war party, already far from
deficient in the language of pretension and
vain glorious boasting.

The tone, even, of the National Intelli-
gencer, previously moderate, if not pacific, was
at once altered, and the repeal of the orders in
Council, simple and unconditional as it was,
now failed to satisfy American demagogues,
‘“the American flag was now to secure all
that sailed under it.”

This was a bold attitude to assume towards
a nation whose seamen had beaten, in succes-
sion, every power in Europe into a confession
of their superiority, more especially when we
reflect that the Americans were to the full as
much astonished as were the English at the un-
expected aspect which naval events had now
assumed. The various orders from Washington
to the Commanders make this sufficiently ap-
parent, and supply a more correct index to the
reality of American expectations than do the
vapourings of a few individuals, who prepared &
highly seasoned dish of self-glorification for a
publicby no means unwilling to swallow the
regale seasoned for the national taste.

““No one” says one Historian* *can com-
pare the official accounts without acknowledg-
ing that accident or fortune had little to do
with these battles, which were like nearly all

* Ingersoll.
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the other naval engagements throughout the
war, AFTER England had time to recover from
her surprise, and endeavour to imitate or excel
her antagonist. More extensive or more nu-
merous battles would add little to the creden-
tials of the few gained.”

This last paragraph is a fortunate admission,
as but few laurels were added to the American
naval wreath after the first year, and as
the American Navy disappeared nearly
altogether from the ocean when the British
Government awoke, at length, from their delu-
sion, and adopted such measures as they
should have done at the beginning of the war.

We have just given a full account, not only
Meanures adopted by  ©f the exploits, but of the
the Brutish Government.  force in tons, men, and
guns, of the American forty-fours, and we will
now, as far as lies in our power, point out the
steps that were taken by the British Admi-
ralty, to put a stop to their further successes.

Three of the small class seventy-fours, the
Majestic, Goliath, and Saturn, were cut down,
and thus armed: The first deck battery of
twenty-eight long thirty-two-pounders was
retained, but in licu of twenty-eight long
eighteens’ on the second deck, an equal num-
ber of forty-two-pound carronades were car-
ried, with two long twelve-pounders as chase
guns ; this, with a complementof four hundred
and ninety-four men and boys, was judged a
fair match for the American, nominally, forty-
fours; as, however, no glory could have ac-
crued from the capture of an American forty-
four, by what would have been styled a seven-
ty-four in disguise, the policy or utility of this
measure may be, and has been, very much
doubted.

Besides the completion of these three razees,
two vessels were built to answer the same
purposes. They also merit a few remarks
which we will take from James :—

“The Leander was constructed of pitch-
pine, from a draught prepared by Sir Wil-
liam Rule, the ingenious architect of the
Caledonia, and many other fine ships in
the British navy; and the Newcastle was
constructed of the same light wood, from the
draught of M. Louis-Charles Barrallier, then
an assistant surveyor under Sir William, but
now the principal navalarchitect for the French
at Toulon. The firat of these ships measured

1572, the other 1556 tons ; and they were both
constructed of very thin and inadequate scant-
ling. The establishment of each ship was 30
long 24-pounders on the first or ¢ upper
deck, and 26 carronades 42-pounders, and two,
afterwards increased to four, long 24-pounders
on the second or ‘spar’ deck; total, at first
58, then 60 guns, with a net complement of
480 men and boys. The Leander and Newcas-
tle, therefore, in the disposition of their guns,
perfectly agreed with the cut-down 74s; and
yet they were officially registered as ‘frigates,’
but, by way of salvo for thcir anomalous
structure ‘with spardecks,’ was superadded.
If, by ‘frigate,’ is meant a ship with a sin-
gle battery-deck from stem to stern, is it not a
sufficient stretch of the term, to apply it to &
vessel that has two additional short decks,
upon which are mounted nearly as many guns
as she carries on her whole deck? But must
a ship, having two whole decks, upon each of
which an equal number of gunsis mounted, be
called a single-decked vessel? And yet, in
official language, the Leander and Newcastle
are not two-decked ships, otherwise their lower
battery-deck would not be called their upper
deck, nor their upper, their spar deck ; neither
would their depth of hold be measured from
the deck below the first battery-deck, nor the
length of the same deck be registered as the
‘length of gun-deck.’” These are the only
points, in which these frigates with spar decks
differ from the cut-down 74s, and from the 56
and 54 gun ships already mentioned.

The command of the Leander was given
to Captain Sir George Rolph Collier, and the
command of the Newcastle, to Captain Lord
George Stuart. Great difficulty was experi-
enced in getting these two ships manned ; and
certainly the crew of the Leander, after it was
obtained, was a very indifferent one, contain-
ing, besides many old and weakly men, an un-
usually large proportion of boys. This inef-
fectiveness of the Leander’s crew has recently
been contradicted ; but we allude to the period
of the shiy'’s arrival at Halifax, Nova Scotia.

“ We were then on board the Leander sev-
eral times, andnot only witnessed the quality
of her crew, but heard the officers complain, as
well they might, of their great infuriority in
that respect to the ships against which they
were expected to contend.
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“ When she quitted Spithead, for IHalifax,
the Leander was so lumbered with stores, that
the ship would scarcely have made the voyage,
had she not reccived arefit in Cork ; and even
then it was fortunate, much as was to be ex-
pected from her captain and officers, that the
Leander did not encounter one of the Ame-
rican 44s.

* Another ship, of the same force in guns,
and nearly 50 in men, as the Leander and New-
castle, was produced by raising upon the
Akbar, formerly a teak-built Indiaman, and
more recently known as the 44-gun frigate
Cornwallis. The Akbar proved a very indif-
ferent cruiser, sailing heavily, and rolling to
such a degree, that she was constantly carry-
ing away or springing her masts. The ship
actunlly stowed 450 tons of water ; while the
Caledonia, a ship of double her measurement,
could not stow more than 421 tons. The
Akbar has since been converted to the only
purpose for which, and carrying a cargo, she
was cver adapted, a troop-ship.

“If it was deemed necessary to build or
equip ships to oppose the large American
frigates in fair combat, they should have been
frigates, and two-decked ships like the Leander
Newceastle, and Akbar, There was a frigate
laid down in the year 1813, which would have
answered every purpose ; but, after the draught
of the Java had been prepared as that of a
regular frigate, to carry 52 guns, the pen of
authority filled up the gangway with a barri-
cade and a row of ports, and hence the Java
was built as a 60-gun two-decked ship, similar
to the Newceastle aud Leander.  If the Amer-
ican frigates, of 1533 tons, could not carry,
with case, their gangway guns, and the two
last-named British 60-gun ships, averaging
1564 tors, found some inconvenience in car-
rying theirs, how could it be expected that the
Java, of 1458 tons, could bear the eight addi-
tional guns ordered for her "

Besides these two anomalous classes of fri-
gates, the cut down seventy-fours, and the
fifty ; a few ships were constructed to which
the name of frigates was really applicable.
Two fine frigates were then afloat, but one
carricd a broadside of only twenty-six guns,
while the forty-fours earried one of twenty-
eight; the proverbof * L'an scottato ha paura
de I'acqua calda™* ishere applicable ; the Admi-

© The burn child dreads the fire.

ralty had not scrupled to send out thirty-
sixes, with instructions compelling them to
bring to action any single-decked enemy's
vessel, however superior ; but now they hesi-
tated to send a fine vessel, nay two, for the
Egypticnne was rejected also, though mount-
ing the proper number of guns, because she
was inferior to her expected adversary by one
broadside gun. .The Firth, Liffey, Secvern,
Glasgow, and Liverpool were accordingly
built, manned with a complement of three
hundred men and boys, and with an arma-
ment of fifty guns—twenty-eight long twenty-
four pounders, twenty carronades, thirty-two
pounders, with two long nines. A new gun
was also tried, and found to answer expecta-
tions. Says James—*‘ The six-and-half feet
thirty-three cwt. twenty-four pounders not
having been found heavy cnough, some guns
of the same calibre were constructed, from a
foot to a foot-and-a-half longer, and weighing
from forty to forty-three cwt.”

It is singular, that although American sloops
were hunting for British frigates all over the
ocean, as soon as the intention of arming Bri-
tish frigates with such guns was promulgated,
the Americans scem to have suddenly mislaid
their orders for hunting down the British, and
we accordingly find that the Java wasthe last
British frigate they captured or brought to
action, although not, as we shall hercafter
see, the last they fell in with.

Some of the minor classes of ships, must
now receive our attention, as we shall soon
have several cases to record, proving that the
Americans were as keenly awake to “out-
build the British in sloops,” as they had out-
witted them in their frigates.

To whatever is classed under one head,
people are disposed, and not unnaturally, to
attach the notion also, of equality, so that when
there does exist any difference, the stronger
is sure to triumph over the weaker party,—
while there always will be found many, whom
it will be hard to convince that any disparity
of force really existed: such is the difficulty of
removing an iimpression once conveyed, and of
substituting for it another,

The Americans had built their new sloops,
the Peacock, Wasp, and Frolic, and to meet
these on anything like cqual terms, it was
deemed necessary to build new vessels. What
were considered equal terms by the Admiralty,
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we shall now show. The English had in their
possession, the late French corvette *Bonne
Citoyenne,”—a very fine vessel. After placing
the force of the Bonne Citoyenne in juxta
position with that of the Frolic, the reader
will be able to judge how far the action of
Government was judicious : Bonne Citoyenne
—Ilength of main deck, one hundred and
twenty feet; breadth, thirty-one feet; tons,
five hundred and eleven; guns, twenty ; men,
onehundred and thirty-five. Frolic, length,one
hundred and twenty feet: breadth, thirty-two
feet; tons, five hundred and forty; guns,
twenty-two; men, one hundred and seventy-
five. Now, surcly the easiest mode of encoun-
tering the Amcricans, would appear to have
been, to have built vessels of some twenty-five
tons burthen larger than the Bonne Citoyenne,
and to have added thirty men, at least, to her
complement. The Lords of the Admiralty
thought otherwise, so, as the surest means of
producing the effect they desired to bring
about, the vessels, built from the lines of the
Bonne Citoyenne, were shortencd five feet,
and instcad of increasing, the burthen was de-
creased fifty-five tons,—two extra guns were
put on board a smaller vessel, and to work the
extra guns no extra men were considercd
necessary—the complement of one hundred
and thirty-five being considered sufficient.
Sir Jos. Yorke had the merit of sending his im-
proved vessels to sca—the improvement con-
sisting in diminishing a vessel's capacity to
carry, and at the same time increasing her
armament. Let us take Mr. James’ testimony :
¢ Scarcely were the twenty thirty-pounder
carronades, and two long nines brought on
board, than two of the carronades were sent on
shore again, as having no proper ports fitted
torcccivethem—already the remaining twenty
guns were too close together, to render the
quarterssufficiently roomy. With these, how-
ever, the ships went to sea; and they were
soon found neither to sail well nor to work
well. The utility of their stern chase ports,
may be judged of when it is stated, that, owing
to the narrowness of the ships at the stern,
there was no room to work the tiller while the
guns were pointed through the ports.”

Of this last discreditable oversight and its
attendant consequences, we shall have to give
hereafter a practical illustration. Fortunately
for the credit of the Brtiish navy, and for the

individual honor of the captains and crews of
the new twenty-gun vessels, the press gave
rather an exaggerated account of their force
and size, and held them up to view as much
more formidable than they really were. The
consequence was that the Wasp, Froli:, Pea-
cock, and Hornet avoided every three-masted
man-of-war they saw. Relative to the hoasting
that took place in the case of the Hornet and
Bonne Citoyenne,we shall now speak,and shall
establish, with Mr. James' help, the fact that
the bebavior of the Americans on the occasion
was nothing but braggadocio of the most
despicable character.*

* While in the early part of December, 1812,
the United States’ trigate Constitution, Commo-
dore Bainbridge, and ship-sloop Hornet, of eight-
een 32-pounder carronades and twolong 12-poun-
ders, Captain James Lawrence, were waiting at
St. Sulvador, to be joined by the Essex, an occur-
rence happened, which the characteristic cunning
of Americans turned greatly to their advantage.
In the middle of November the British 2u-gun
ship Bonne-Citoyenne, of eighteen 32-pounder
carronades and two long 9-pounders, Captain Pitt
Barnaby Greene, having, while coming from Rio-
de-la-plate, with half a milllon sterling on board,
damaged herself greatly by running on shore, en-
tered the port of St. Salvador, to land her cargo
and be hove down.

When the ship was keel-out, the two American
ships arrived in the port. The American Consul
and the two American commanders now lsid their
heads together to coutrive something which, with-
out any personal risk to any one of the three,
should contribute to the renown of their common
country. What so likely as a challenge to Capt.
Greenc? It could not be accepted ; and then the
refusal would be as good as a victory to Captain
Lawrence. Accordingly, a challenge for the Hor-
net to mect the Bonne-Citoyenne was offered by
Captain Lawrence, through the American Consul,
to the British consul, Mr, Frederick Landeman;
Comniodore Bainbridge pledging his honour to be
out of the way, or not to interfere.

Without making the unpleasant avowal, that
his government upon this occasion, had reduced
the vessel he commanded from a king’s cruiser to
a merchant-ship, Captain Greene transmitted,
through the consular channel, an animated reply,
refusing a meeting *‘ upon tering 8o manifestly ad-
vautageous as those proposed by Commodore
Bainbridge.” Indeed, it would appear as if the
commodore had purposely inserted the words,
‘ or not interfering,” lest Captain Greene, con-
trary to his expectation, should accept the chal-
lenge. For, had the two ships met by agreement,
and engaged,the Constituation looked on withoutin-
terfering, and the British ship been the conqueror,
the pledge of honor, on the part of both Ameri-
can commanders, would have been fulfilled ; and
can any one for a moment imagine, that Commo-
dore Bainbridge would have seen the Bonne-Cito-
yenne carry off a United States’ ship of war, with-
out attempting her rescuc? It was more than
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Before entering on the subject of the naval
operations on the lakes, we shall proceed to
give the American account of the havoc com-
mitted on British commerce, through the in-
strumentality of their cruisers, from the de-
claration of war to the end of the year 1812.
It will be amusing, as the anxiety of the
Americans to magnify every little coasting
vessel, captured among the West India islands,
into a sloop of war or armed vessel, will be
thus shown.

According to the American account, from

American listof cap- the date of the declara-
tures made. tion of war, 18th June,
to the end of the year, three hundred and
five prizes were taken by their privateera.

It appears that of this number, sixty-eight
vegsels mounted seven hundred and sixty-
three guns, (nearly eleven guns each,) and
that in specie alone, one million eight hundred
and fifty thousand dollars was secured, in

his head was worth. Where was the guarantee
against re-capture, which always accompanies a
serious proposal of this sort, when a stronger
force, belonging to either party, is to preserve a
temporary neutrality? The bait, therefore, did
not take: the specie remained safe; and the
American officers were obliged to content them-
selves with all the benefit they could reap from
making a boast of the circumstance. This they
did; and, to the present hour, the refusal of the
Bonne-Citoyenne to meet the Hornet, stands re-
corded in the American naval archives, as a proof
of the former’s dread, although the superior in
force,” of engaging the latter. The two ships, as
has just been seen, were equal in guns, and not
very unequal in crews ; the Hornet having 171
men and two boys, the Bonne-Citoyenne, includ-
ing 21 supernumeraries, 141 men and nine boys.
But this inferiority was in a great degree compen-
sated, by the pains which Captain Greene had
taken to teach his men the use of their guns.

After the Constitution had sailed for Boston,
the Hornet continued blockading the Bonne-Cito-
yenne and her dollars, until the arrival, on the
24th of January, of the British 74-gun ship Mon-
tagu, Captain Manley Hall Dixon, bearing theflag
of Rear-Admiral Manley Dixon. The American
sloop, on being chased, ran for the harbor; but
night coming on, the Hornet wore, and, by stand-
ing to the southward, dexterously evaded her
pursuer. Escorted by the Montagu, the Bonne-
Citoyenne, with her valuable cargo on board, put
to sea on the 26th of January; and on the 22nd
of February, in latitude 5 20’ south, longitude
40 © west, the rear-admiral left Captain Greene,
to pursue his voyage alone. Sometime in the
month of April, having stopped at Madeira by
the way, the Bonne-Citoyenne arrived in safety
at Portsmouth.

Could any scheme have been more cunningly de-
vised for acquiring credit at a cheap rate —Eb,

twenty-one vessels, independent of the value
of the crafts and cargoes.

In looking over this long list, we find so
many vessels of from four to eight hundred
tons each, and described as laden with the
most valuable cargoes, that we conceive we
are very much under the mark in valuing the
three hundred and five priges, at ten thousand
dollars each. Thisvaluation, with the amount
of specie and the value of the seven hundred
and sixty-three guns, would thus give, even
at our low estimate, a loss of over five millions
of dollars. To those who may remember the
facts as they occurred, or who are otherwise
conversant with our mercantile marine, the
absurdity of this statement speaks for itself.
It may, however, be as well to explain, for the
benefit of the uninitiated, that the richest of
these prizes, those represented as carrying
the largest number, and the heaviest guns,
were West Indiamen, principally homeward
bound, and that, with some few exceptions,
this class of vessels could not carry on deck
anything heavier than a four or six-pounder,
and of guns even of this calibre, few could
bear more than four, six, or eight. In the
American account, the guns are nearly all put
down as twelve or fourteen-pounders, some
even as eighteen-pounders, which makes the
exaggeration still more apparent. It was a
common practice for these vesscls to mount
four or six guns, and to have a number of what
were called “ Quakers,” that is wooden guns,
and, no doubt, our Yankee brethren have, in
their version, reckoned each one of these
“Quakers " as a bona fide long twelve.

Not the least injury done was the depriving
Great Britain of the services of so many sail-
ors, for, according to this list, forty-five thou-
sand seamen were captured during the first
six months of the war.

A brief notice of a few of the most remark-
able of the captures, as chronicled in the
American papers, will be amusing:—

Louisa Ann, laden with molasses, captured
by a boat from the Benjamin Franklin, priva-
teer, with seven men, under the guns (and we
presume, also under the fire,) ¢f a battery of
twelve eighteen-pounders.

Ship Grenada, seven hundred tons burthen,
eleven guns and thirty men, with schooner
Shaddock, also armed, (with a complement, it
may be presumed, of at least twelve men,)
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both captured at the same time, by the Young
Eagle, of New York, ons gun and forty-two
men.

Ship Hassan, fourteen guus and twenty
men, captured by the Tom Jones, three guns.

Ship Osborne, ten guns, long eighteen-
pounders, twenty-six men, five hundred tons,
captured by the Teazer, two guns, and not
thirty men.

Brig Amelia, captured by the Mary Ann,
one gun.

These are some of the more prominent ex-
aggerations, but the list is filled with such,
and, unfortunately for their credit, the cord has
been too tightly drawn by these veracious
chroniclers, and the arrow has, consequently,
over-shot the mark.

In the case of the Hassan, for instance, who
ever heard of a vessel carrying fourteen
twelve-pounders intended to be used, and a
complement of only twenty men! It would,
however, be a waste of time to adduce further
instances of the means resorted to, through-
out the States, to blind the eyes of the public,
and, under the smoke of the seven hundred
and sixty-three guns, to conceal the real ruin
that was fast approaching. A few individuals,
like drawers of prizes in a lottery, were fortu-
nate enough to realise large fortunes by a
series of lucky captures at the very commence-
ment of the war; but very soon these prizes
were exhansted, as we find by the 1st of De-
cember the lamentation that *it has not been
our good fortune, latterly, to record the cap-
ture of many prizes. This has not arisen
from want of activity in our many privateers,
but from the scarcity of the encmy’s vessels.
Several have cruised ten thousand miles with-
out seeing an Englishman. Whether the Bri-
tish Government is unable to farnish the
needful convoyg, or whether the commercial
mind of the nation is panic-struck by the
hardy exploits of our tars, and will not ven-
ture forth, time will determine.”

‘We are not at all astonished at the commer-
cial panic which at that time pervaded the
nation—the thought, that half a dozen frigates,
and as many brigs and sloops of war aided by
privateers, (some only open boats, and others
mounting ovly one gun,) had in four months
effected what the united navies of France and
8pain had failed to do, must have been indeed
» humiliaing one to the Briton, and there is

not much cause for wonder that the commer-
cial energies of Great Britain were paralyzed,
Five millions of dollars abstracted in five
months. We only wonder that a national
bankruptcy did not ensue.

Before closing this history we trust we shall
be able to make it apparent, on which nation
the greater injury was wrought, and that, dur-
ing the years 1818 and '14, while English ves-
sels were in every sea, and while her flag
waved triumphantly everywhere, the Ameri-
can Marine, whether naval oMeommercial, was
as effectually swept from the ocean, as if the
besom of destruction had passed over it.

Before closing the chapter a few short ex-
tracts from Mr. Madison’s
speech will throw some
additional light on the motives which prompt-
ed the American Government to prefer a war
with England to one with France, even sup-
posing that equal causes of complaint had ex-
isted against both those nations. We give one
very significant paragraph towards the end of
the message :

* The receipts into the Treasury, during the
year ending on the 80th Sept. last, have ex-
ceeded sixteen millions and a half of dollars,
which have been sufficient to defray all the
demands on the Treasury to that day, includ-
ing a necessary reimbursement of near three
millions of the principal of the public debt. In
these receipts are included a loan of near eight
million eight hundreil and fifty thousand
dollars received on account of the loans author-
ized by the acts of the last session. The
whole sum actually obtained on loan amount-
ing to eleven milloins of dollars, the residue
of which being receivable subsequent to the
20th Sept., will, together with the current
revenue, enable us to defray all the expenses
of this ycar.”

Here we have, at once, & very obvious reason
for the choice made by the American Govern-
ment. We do not imagine that it was ever
seriously contemplated that any prizes, taken
could be an equivalent to the people, generally,
for the certain drain on their resources which
a war must inevitably entail, a list however of
three hundred and odd prizes, with a certain
amount of national glory acquired, backed, too,
by nearly two millions of dollars in specie
looked well on paper, and would not only far-
nish the Government with a satisfactory an-

American President’s
Message, Nov. 4
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swer to any outcry that might arise relative to
increase of taxation, but would also render
Mr. Madison’s re-election to the Presidential
chair pretty certain.

It is amusing to note how lightly Mr. Madi-
gon touches on the military events that had
taken place in the west. The single sentence :
“The expedition, nevertheless, terminated
unfortunately,” is deemed sufficient, and by
way of accounting, we suppose, for the unfor-
tunate failure, a long paragraph is introduced,
relative to the @ritish availing themselves of
the aid of their Indian allies. We cannot for-
bear quoting the passage, as it will shew to
what the chief magistrate of a powerful nation
can stoop to serve a sclfish end :—* A dis-
tinguished feature in the operations which
preceded and followed this adverse event, is
the use made by the enemy of the merciless
savages under their influence. Whilst the
benevolent feeling of the United States invaria-
bly recommended peace, and promoted civili-
ration amongst that wretched portion of the
human race, and was making ezertions to dis-
suade them from taking either sidein the wary
the enemy has not scrupled to call to his aid
their ruthless ferocity, armed with the instru-
ments of carnage and torture, which are
known to spare neither age nor sex. In
this outrage against the laws of honorable war,
and against the feelings sacred to humanity,
the British commanders cannot resort to the
plea of retaliation, forit is committed in the face
of our example. They cannot mitigate it, by
calling it a sclf-defence against men in arms,
for it embraces the most shocking butcheries
of defenceless families : nor can it be pretended
that they are not answerable for the atrocities
perpetrated, since the savages are employed
with the knowledge, and even with menaces,
that their fury couldnot be controlled. Such
is the spectacle which the deputed authorities
- of a nation, boasting its religion and morality,
have not been restrained from presenting to
an enlightened age.”

This reads well, and no doubt impressed the
American mind with a very sufficient and
wholesome indignation against a people who,
ifthey did not themselves perpetrate atrocities,
could at least countenance and encourage them
in their allies. But what are the facts of the
case :—That it was notorious that the Ameri-
cans exhausted every possible means to induce

the Indians to act as their allies, and that it
was only on finding, that the memories of in-
juries perpetrated and wrongs inflicted by the
Americans, were too fresh in the recollection
of the Indians and rankled too decply for the
wound to be casily forgotton, that the Ameri-
cans began to inveigh against the British, for
their deviation from the rules of “civilized
warfare.”

Besides, we fearlessly challenge Americans
to adduce the flagrant instances * of butch-
cries against defenccless families,” mentioned
in the presidential address,

The speech furnishes, also, another very
convincing proof, that,in spite of all efforts,
the war had not, even then, become as popu-
lar as generally represented by the American
press :—

*“ Among the incidents to the measures of
the war, I am constrained to advert to the re-
fusals of the governors of Massachusetts and
Connecticut, to furnish the required detach-
ments of militia towards the defence of the
maritime fiontier. The refusal was founded
on a novel and uafortunate exposition of the
provision of the constitution relating to the
militia.

“It is obvious, that if the authority of the
United States to call into service and command
the militia for the public defence, can be thus
frustrated, evenin a case of declared war, and,
of course, under apprehensions of invasion
preceding war, they are not one nation for the
purpose most of all requiring it, and that the
public safety may have no other resources
than those large and permancnt military estab-
lishments which are forbidden by the princi-
ples of our free government, and against the
necessity of which the militia were meant to
be a constitutional bulwark.”

It is apparent from the tenor of this, that
fears were entertained, even after the publica-
tion of the list of three hundred and five
prizes, nearly eight hundred guns, and a large
amount of specie, with any quantity of national
glory added, that the Northerners might be
found too ready to weigh the real value of
these advantages against the certain disburse-
ments of dollars and cents.

In short, there were fears that the North-
erners could not be easily blinded a8 to the
certain ruin which awaited them commercially,
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CHAPTER VI,

CONTENTS.

General Brock returns to York.—Complimen-
tary and congratulatory letters received by
General Brock ; Colonel Baynes' opinion of
General Iull.—General situation of affuirs ;
the effects of the armistice upon them.—The
armistice, and the subsequent policy pursugd.
—Arrival of Indians, as a reinforcement, at
Detroit.—Capture of the ** Detroit™ and * Ca-
ledonia ™ by the Americans.—Escape of Gen.
Brock.—Expedition against Fort Wayne ;
abandonment of enterprise.—Despatch of Sir
George Prevost to Sir Isaac Brock.

Arrer having regulated, as far as circum-
stances would admit, all
matters, civil* and mili-
tary, in the west, General Brock hastened his

Geuneral Brock returns
to York.

Nore.—Such was General Brock’s anxiety to l

return to the Niagara frontier, that, though unwil- i
lingly, he was obliged to leave some affairs of I

importance unaettled, as the following shows:—

From Lieut. Col. Nichol, Quartermaster-General
of Militia, to Major-Qeneral Brock.

* I have just been informed by Colonel Proctor
that he intends sending an express to-morrow to
Fort George, which gives me an opportunity to
forward a few printed copies of your proclama-
tion, and to inform you that in order to carry it
into effect, it has been found absolutely necessary
to orgaunize the civil government. Under exist-
ing circumstances, I have advised Colonel Proctor
to assume the administration until your pleasure
is known, to which he has agreed, and the neces-.

return to the Niagara fronticr, leaving all the
force he could spare at Detroit, under General
Proctor, and on his way thither, while on his
voyage across Lake Erie, in the schooner
Chippewa, he received the first intelligence
of the armistice, which Sir Gcorge Prevost
and General Dearborn, the American com-
mander, had concluded. This intelligence
occasioned thedeepest regret to General Brock,
as his foresight enabled him at once to per-
ccive that the plans, which he had been matus
ring for an attack on Sackett's Harbor, must
now necessarily be abandoned. His mortifi-
cation must have been excessive at finding
that the fruits of his succeasses in the west,
which he was now prepared to gather, would
be thus, in all probability, lost.

Without joining in the outcry raised against
Sir George Prevost, this armistice deserves
scrious consideration, as its operations tended

sions which took place on this subject, Colonel

i Proctor did me the honour to consult me ; and

I have no hesitation in saying, that I urged him
to the step he has taken, of which I hope you
will, as it is'only temporary, approve. It has
not been in my power as yet to send a statement
of all that we have captured, as tho property ia
8o scattered, but I hope to finish this week.
We got upwards of £1,200 in money, and have
sent down a hundred packs worth, I suppose,
£1,600 more. I have reason to think the cap~
tured property will not be much under £40,000.

We have still 350 prisoners to ship off, but I

gary arrangements consequent thereto have been | bope to get rid of them in a few days. Publie
adopted and promulgated. InJudge Woodward, Cconfidence seems to be partially restored; busi-
who has been appointed secretary pro tem, he 1ess i8 again going on, and I hope that the coun-
will find ap able coadjutor; and as your object try Will become perfectly quiet.

unloubtedly was to tranquillize the public mind, It is impossible for me to say when I shall get
and to give the inhabitants a proof of the moder- . done here. I hope, however, it will not be long.
ation and benevolence of His Majesty’s Govern- I regret that we are not able to send you com-
ment, as well as to ensure the due administration ‘plete returns of everything; but the captured
of the laws, I do not think a more judicious property is in 0 many different places, and so
choice could have been made. In all the discus- | scattered, that it cannot be done.

6
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materially to strengthen and favor the future
movements of the enemy, whilst the opportu-
nity of making a decisive attack on the Ame-
rican positions was thrown away. General
Brock was most desirous, ere the enemy should
recover from the panic into which General
Hull’s catastrophe had thrown them, to profit,
to the utmost, by vigorous and active move-
ments; but he now found himself compelled

to remain inactive, whilst he felt that prompt

measures alone could ensure ultimate success.

The transport of the American stores,* ord-
nance and provisions, of each of which they
were much in want, not being prohibited by
that armistice, was accordingly protected and
facilitated by it on Lake Ontario, and along
the Niagara fronticr, beyond their most san-
guine expectations,

¢ Most fortunatelyt Hull’s business was set-
tled by capitulation before the armistice was
known to him or to General Brock, for had it
reached him in time, he, of course, would gladly
have accepted it, to gain delay for the arrival
of reinforcements, and a supply of provisions,
from which would have resulted the salvation
of his army, the prcjudicial consequences
whereof are incalculable ; for had aknowledge
of it reached the Indian nations at that time,
such a disgust and distrust must thereby have
been excited, as could never have been re-
moved ; and the first effects of which would,
probably, have appeared in the immediate
dispersion of the Indians, whose powerful and
indispensable aid, at that early period of the
contest, would have been totally lost to us.
To the facts above stated I must add the ex-
traordinary circumstance, that a staff-officer
was sent express from Montreal to Upper
Canada, to prevent General Brock from pro-
ceeding to the Western District, but which
most happily was prevented from takingeffect,
by the extraordinary rapidity of the move-
ments of that zealous and gallant officer, who
had proceeded thither before the officer so
sent could reach him.”

. We are as little desirous of entering into a
defence of Sir George Prevost, as of making a
case against him, but the above strikes us as
scarcely fair, either to General Brock or to Sir
George Prevost, In the first place, Veritas

. ® Vide the letters of Veritas.
{ Ibid.

makes use of the expression “to give delay
for the arrival of reinforcements, and a supply
of provisions,” now we have already shewn in
Col. Cass’s letter to the Sccretary at War,
that General Hull’s catastrophe was to be
ascribed neither to the want of one nor the
other,—*that we were far superior to the
encmy, that upon any ordinary principle of
calculation we would have defeated them, the
wounded and indignant feelings of every man
there will testify ;" again, *“the state of our
provisons has not gencrally been understood.
On the day of surrender we had fifteen days
provisions of every kind on hand. Of meat
there was plenty in the country, and arrange-
ments had been made for purchasing and
grinding the flour. It was calculated we could
readily procure three months provisions, inde-
pendent of one hundred and fifty barrels of
flour, and one thousand three hurdred head of
cattle which had been forwarded from the
State of Ohio, and which remained at the river
Raisin under Captain Brush, within reach of
the army.” Now, these passages prove dis

tinctly that General Brock’s success was in no
way attributable to the destitute state of his
opponents, but was solely to be ascribed to
his own encrgy and tactics. Wedo not think
that Veritas meant.in any degree to lessen the
credit duc to General Brock, on the contrary,
his letters have all a direct tendency the other
way; but we do think that, in his anxiety to
establish a strong case against Sir George
Prevost, he has, inadvertently, strengthened
the hands of General Hull's apologists. With
respect to Sir George Prevost the case is still
more unfair, he says, ** In short, military fore-
sight, anticipation, or counteraction of possi-
ble or probable movements or designs of the
enemy, formed no part of Sir George's system
of operations.” Now, how was it possible for
Sir George, hampered as he was by instruc-
tions from the English ministry, to run coun-
ter to the express orders he had received.
What does Sir George say in his letter of
August 80th to General Brock ? * The king’s
government having most unequivocally ex-
pressed to me their desire to preserve peace
with the United States, that they might, unin-
terrupted, pursue, with the whole disposable
force of the country, the vast interests com-
mitted in Europe, I have endeavoured to be
instrumental in the accomplishment of their
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views ; but I consider it most fortunate that I|avail himself of those favorable circumstances,

have been enabled to do so without interfer-
ing with your operations on the Detroit. I am
in hourly expectation of receiving from Gen.
Dearborn intelligence respecting the reception
of the proposed suspension of hostilities, in
consequence of the revocation of the orders in

Council, which are the plea for war on the part :

of the American Cabinet.” * * * “J con-
gider the arrangement entered into by General
Dearborn, with Colonel Baynes, requiring the
confirmation of the President, to cstablish its
sacredness.”

In his anxiety to criminate Sir George,
Veritas is again unfair, for speaking of him,
(page 20) he writes, * He was mainly a pas-
give instrument at that time ; ncither did he
give any ordersorimpulse.” * * * * ¢]p
the whole of these events, all that he had to
do was to reap the fruits of what others had
done, and it would be supposed that all was
owing to Sir George.” When we come
to consider the testimony of General Brook's
biographer, his own nephew, we shall discover
that whatever Sir George Prevost’s immediate
friends may have done, to Sir George himself,
at all events, cannot be ascribed the desire of
shining in borrowed plumage. Mr. F. Brock
Tupper's evidence will prove this—‘as we
have already commented on Sir George Pre-
vost's management of the war, and shall have
occasionally to do so again, WE GLADLY GIVE
HIM CREDIT FOR THE VERY HANDSOME manner in
which he spoke of Major General Brock, in his
despatch to Lord Bathurst, one of His Majes-
ty’s principal Seccretaries of State, announcing
the surrender of Detroit, and dated Montreal,
26th August, 1812.”

The extracts from the despatch, however,
will prove this still more effectually :—

It was under these circumstances, at this
critical period, and when the enemy were be-
ginning to consult their security by entrench-
ing themselves, that General Brock entered
Ambherstburg with a reinforcoment, which he
was fortunately enabled to do on the 18th
instant, without the smallest molestation,in con-
sequence of our decided naval superiority on
the lakes. To his active and intelligent mind,
the advantages which his enemya's situation
afforded him over them, even with his very

.inferior force, were immediately apparent;
and that he has not failed most effectually to

your lordship will, T trust, be satisfied, from
the letter which I have the honor of trans-
mitting.

‘“Having thus brought to your lordship's
view the different circumstanses which have
led to the successful termination of the cam-
paign in the western frontier of Upper Canada,
I cannot withhold from Major General Brock
the tribute of applause so justly due to him
for his distinguished conduct on this occasion ;
or omit to recommend him, through your
lordship, to the favorable consideration of his
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, for the
great ability and judgment with which he
planned, and the promptitude, energy, and
fortitude with which he has effected, the pre-
servation of Upper Canada, with the sgerifice
of so little British blood in accomplishing so
important a service.”

This is scarcely the language which Sir
George would have made use of had he been
really desirous “to reap the fruits of what
others had sown;” that it had not that effect,
at all events, is pretty plain from Lord Ba-
thurst’s reply :—*“1 have had the honor of
receiving your despatch, dated the 26th Aug-
ust, together with its enclosures from Major
General Brock, and I lost no time in laying
intelligence so important and satisfactory be.
fore his Royal Highness the Prince Regent.

“I am commanded by his Royal Highness
to take the earlicst opportunity of conveying
his approbation of the ABLE, Jupiciovs, and
pECISIVE conduct of Major General Brock, of
the zcal and spirit manifested by Col. Proctor
and the other officers, as well as of the intre-
pidity of the troops under the command of
Major General Brock.

“By the united exertions of this ittle army,
the enterprise of the Americans has been de-
feated ; the territories of his Majesty in Upper
Canada have been secured; and on the ene-
my’s fort of Detroit, 80 important to that ge-
curity, the British standard has been happily
placed.

“ You will inform Major General Brock that
his Royal Highness—taking into consideration
all the difficulties by which he was surrounded,
from the time of the invasion of the province
by the American army, under the command
of General Hull, and the singular judgment,
skill, firmness, and courage with which he was
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enabled to surmount them so effectually—has
been pleased to appoint him an extra Knight
of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath.”
This prompt action taken by the British
Ministry in the recognition of what was duc
by a grateful country, to one who had so well
and efficiently served her, should exoneratc
Sir George Prevost from the imputation of
attempting to lessen General Brock’s claims
to distinciion,—and =ith respect to “the
vacillating measures pursued by him on al;
occasions,” it should be borne in mind that it
is a most hazardous thing for a commanding
officcr to run counter to instructions where
the course of conduct o be pursued was so
expressiy defined.  All that can be hoped for,
at buest, in case of success, is ‘““not to be
blamed,” while, in the event of failure, sure
and certain ruin must be the inevitable result.

It is more than probable that when we
come to the consideration of the consequences
of the policy pursued by Sir George Prevost,
we shall find ample grounds for regret that a
different course had not been adopted, but
there is a wide difference between secing that
& measure has turned out a wrong one, and
discovering the real parties to whom the blame
should properly attach. The letters of Veritas
should, therefore, be cautiously received, as,
although, they are most valuable from the
fund of information they contain; they are,
wevertheless, tinctured with a spice of party
feeling from which we are, at this latter time,
perhaps more free.

The following note (sce page 25) in refer-
ence to the Editor of the Quebec Gazette,
will show this pretty clearly :—* This gentle-
man (the Editor of the Quebec Gazette) is
mnow calling out for a truce or armistice,
which would doubtless be very convenient for
the purpose of his party, in order that the
poison infused by his other false representa-
tions, might take full effect, by withholding
the antidote of truth; but that cannot be,
after such continued deceptions, and more
especially after the most impudent and two-
per-cent doctrine, promulgated by that editor,
wherein he makes the approval of Sir George's
measures, the criterion of loyalty; conse-
quently, by that rule, those who stirred them-
selves most actively in the support of the
Government during the war, and at its com-
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mencement marched to suppress an insurrec. -
tion striking at the vitals of our defence, are
‘o be held as disloyal; and the insurgents
with their abetters, at that time, good men
and true—for true it is, that most of the for-
mer are non-addressecs, whilst all the latter
are addressees.,”

Amongst the various congratulatory letters
Complimemary and addressed to General
conratulatory  letiers . .
received by General Brock, on this occasion,
k., Coi. Vaynext we could sclect many
thull, that would tend to show
how unfair it would be to assume that any
attempt had been made by Sir George Prevost
to prolit by the deeds of another, or to deprive
Geuneral Brock of any part of his fame. One,
however, will suffice, from the Chief Justice of
Lower Canada, where Sir George Prevost's
popularity was deservedly very great, and
where his influence was doubtless most felt.*

“From the whole tenor of these letters it is

casy to perceive that credit was given where
dne, and that General Brock was not deprived
of the glory he had so deservedly won.

From a letter of Col. Baynes to General
Brock, it is apparent that General Hull inspir-
ed a very different sort of feeling amongst his
captors. Col. Baynes says, “Sir George has
consented to allow General Hull to return
upon his parole, he is loud in his complaints
against the Government at Washington, and
the General thinks that his voice, in the gene-
ral cry, may be attended with beneficial effects,
and has allowed him to return and enter the
lists. General Hull appears to possess less
feeling and sense of shame than any man in his
situation could be supposed to do. He seems
to be perfectly satisfied with himself, is lavish
of censure upon his Government, but appears
to think that the most scrupulous cannot at-
tach the slightest blame to his own immediate
conduct at Detroit. The grounds upon which
he rests his defence are not, I fancy, well
founded, for he told us that he had not, at

*In your present situation, I am perfectly sen-
sible of your occupations, and know that your
time is precious. Yet I take the liberty to intrude
upon you with my congratulations upon the
brilliant succeas which has attended the measures
which you have pursued with so much judgment
in Upper Canada, and the thanks of an individual
who feels the benefits which he, in common with
every other subject of his majesty in British
America, derives from your exertions.
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Detroit, gunpowder for the service of one day. | first proposal of recapturing Detroit by a coup
Sir George has since shewn him the return of | de main,* he planned a march by three sepa-
the large supply found in the fort; it did not ' rate and distinct routes across the swampy and
create a blush, but he made no reply. He l uninhabited region in his front to the rapids
professes great surprise and admiration at the | of the Miami—whence, after accumulating one
zeal and military preparation that he hasgevery l million of rations for the troops, and forage for
where witnessed; that it wasentirely unlooked | two thousand horses and oxen, he proposed
for, and that he has no doubt that his friend, | marching rapidly on Brownstown, crossing the
General Dearborn, will share Lis fate, if he has | river Detroit, and before the commencement
the imprudence to follow his example, Hull|of winter, taking Mulden and recapturing the
seems cunningand unprincipled : how much | Michigan territory.

reliance is to be placed on his professions, time

§ Such wag the position of affairs along the
will shew.”

whole frontier of both the Canadas; and we
Before entering on the consideration of the | Will now proceed to show what were the
General simatin of grmistice, it will be expe- | effects of (according to Veritas) the deadly

affairs. the eitects of the . R PRI : e > .
ariiatice upon them, dient to cast a rapid|armistice entered into by Sir George Prevost.

glance at the general position of affairs in both
Provinces, at that time, and to examinc how far N Dearborn, a short time
the enemy’s plans were cither promoted or im- m’: "ﬁ.n;xﬂffff'e;x.ﬁﬂ;' after the commencement
peded thereby. pursued. of hostilities, fixed his

On the confines of Lower Canada, large!quarters at Greenbush, near Albany, where
bodics of American troops were stationed, and | he had formed a military dépét, *with &
each day was adding to their numbers, a des- | view,” says Christie, “of collecting an army
cent upon Montreal by St. John's and Odell- | to overawe Lower Canada, and, by preventing
town being evidently the object in contempla- | succours being sent to the upper province,
tion. At Niagara, and along the whole of that | afford General ITull every facility for the ac-
frontier, General Van Ranselaer was indefati- | complishment of his designs in that quarter.”
gable in his exertions and had already assemb- | About the commencement of August he re-
led so formidable a force as to afford scrious | ccived despatches from Sir George Prevost,
grounds for apprchension ; on the partof Gen. |by the Adjutant-General, Colonel Baynes,
Brock, that an irruption, at no distant date, | bearing a flag of truce notifying the repeal of
might be expected in that quarter. Furtherwest- | the orders in Council, information whereof
ward General Harrison was actively employed | __
in raising troops, and concentrating them | * While acting in a subordinate capacity to
about the river Raisin, near Detroit, with the Winchester, the General had no doubt of being

. . . s able, with a few mounted men, to re-take Detroit
intention of recapturing that position. Ac- by a coup de main, and was careful to inform the

cording to some American accounts the hopes | Government of his plans and their practicability.
of this officer were saneuine. General Arm- | \When, however, by means of this and other re-
guine, al )

ft . . . | presentations, having the same ohject, he became
strong, after noticing scveral desultory attacks, commanding oficer of the army and district, his
by the Kentucky and Ohio militia, against | views suddenly changed; the rapid and certain
some Indian scttlemnents. observes “ such was | Process of a coup de main was abandoned as hope-

. X . less, and one more systematic and impozing sub-
the state of things on the western frontier, | iii/iied for it, requiring as a preliminary to any
when the Government, having decided the | direct movement on Malden or Detroit, an accu-

rival pretensions of Generals Winchester and | mulation of twelve months’ provisions and forage,

‘e i1 . with carts, waggons, &c., to transport them from
Harrison, vesmfl "} the I..ltter the comm:.md Or| the place of deposit to the scene of action, or, in
tbe army and district : with orders sufficiently intlwr words, the entire purchase of all surplug
definite, as to the objects to be pursuzd, but - cor, flouror fodder, oxen, horses, carts, wagzons,

. . . . | &e., to be found within the state of Ohio; and

S b 3 2 de Y . .
e?tlrcly fllsCl‘(‘thﬂ:l’y a3 t(').thc h.mn. and mode ! this ata time (22nd of October,) when he says of
of pursuing themn.” Availing himself of the i the roads, * to get supplies forward through a

latitude given by this new and increased au- !.&l\\.'mnp.y wilderness of more than two hundred
thority, the General hastened to remodel hi miles, in wagzons, or on pack-horses, which are
) al hastene el his ;

. o also to earry their own fodder, is absolutely im-
plan of campaigns and promptly rejecting his | possible."—Medfec's War, page 167.

The Amecrican commander-in-chicf, General
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had been transmitted to his Excellency from
Halifax, by Mr. Foster, the late Minister in
America. A propesition accompanying these
as to the propriety of suspending hostilities,
until the pleasure of the President of the
United States should be known, was submitted
to the American General, in the hope that
this conciliatory measure, removing the alleged
principal ground of difference between the two
nations, would be met by a corresponding
disposition on the part of the American Gov-
ernment. General Dearborn readily consented
to an armistice (except as to General Hull,
who, he said, acted under the immediate com-
mands of the secretary-at-war), and forwarded
the despatches to his Government, which,
misconstructing this friendly proffer into a
sense of weakness and of danger on the part
of the Dritish commander, and probably
flushed with the prospect of subjugating Upper
Canada, refused to ratify the armistice.

We have already stated that the transport
of Amecrican stores was much furthered by
the operations of the armistice; but it should
be remembered that it was equally in the
power of the British to avail themsclves of the
timne thus afforded them for preparation. Stillit
was clearly Sir George Prevost's duty to carry
out by every means in his power the instruc-
tions he had reccived from the British Gov-
ernment, an:l we do not sec what other course
he could have adopted.

He availed himself of the very first oppor-
tunity that offered to re-establish amicable
relations between the two countries, Inshort,
he advised the American Government that
they had now no cause to allege for a continu-
ance of hostilities, inasmuch as all the griev-
ances of which they complained had been re-
moved. He, therefore, in furtherance of his
instructions, proposed a temporary cessation of
hostilitics, in hopes of averting the miserics of ;
a war between two kindred nations, and of;
affording time for the establishment of a per-
manent peace. As far as this proposal is in
question, no other course was open to Sir
George; he had not the power of choice.
When, too, we consider the matter still fur-i
ther, it should be remembered that the armi-
stice only lasted one month, although in force i
for a longer period on the western fronticr, and |
on the 31xt August Sir George dispatched his!
instructions to the west, advising Gen. Brock

of the disallowance of the temporary truce. Be-
sides ifthe Americans had availed themselves
of it for one purpose, so also had the British
for another. *“A cordon was formed along
the frontiers of Lower Canada, from Yamaska
to St. Régis, where the line of separation be-
tween the United States and Lower Canada
touches the St. Lawrence, consisting of Cana-
dian voltigeurs and part of the embodied mi-
litia. A light brigade of the elitc of the forces
regular and militia, was formed at Blairfindie,
under the command of Lieut.-Col. Young, of
the 8th regiment, consisting of the flank com-
panies of the 8th, 100th, and 103d regiments,
with the Canadian Fencibles, the flank com-
panies of the first battalion of embodied mi-
litia, and a small brigade of the royal artillery,
with six field pieces,

“The road to the United States, from the
camp at Blairfindie (or L'Acadic) through
Burtonville and Odclitown, was cut up and
rendered impracticable by abbatis, and every
precaution taken to prevent a sudden irruption
from that quarter. The voliigeurs, with ex-
traordinary perseverance, effected this fatigu-
ing duty in the course of a very short time,
under the superintendence of their command-
ing officer, Major de Salaberry.”

The enumeration of these various operations
is & fair proof that, as the armistice benefitted
the Americans, so did it, in like manner, ope-
rate bheneficially on British interests,  We
will, however, to enable the reader to arrive
at a just conclusion, make a few extracts from
the narrative of S. Van Ransclacr, who acted
as aide-de-camp to his relative, General Van
Ranselacr, at that time commanding the
troops on the Niagara frontier :—

“In this state of things, the armistice which
had been concluded between General Dearborn
and the Governor General of Canada, was an-
nounced to General Van Ransclaer, and it
became nccessary to scttle with the com-
mander of the Britih forces opposite to us,
terms of an arrangement for the government
of the armies on the Niagara, during the con-
tinuance of the armistice. The performance
of this duty was assigned to me, and a sug-
gestion having been made by me to that effect,
I had the authority of General Van Ransclacr
to attempt such an arrangement, as, besides
securing the objects contemplated by General
Dearborn, might enable us, pending the
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armistice, to use the waters of the Ontario, as
a common and undisturbed highway for the
purposes of transpor ation. My interview
with General Sheaffe, in this mission, was one
full of interest, as was anticipated. The terms
proposed by me were met not only by objec-
tions, but at first by an unequivocal refusal to
accede to them. The following clause, pro-
posed and insisted on, on the part of the
British General, will serve to show how wide
of each other were our respective views and
interests, ‘It is moreover to be distinctly
understood, that there is not anything in the
foregoing articles, to be construed into granting
facilities for the forwarding of troops, stores,
&e. which did not exist Lefore the declaration
of the armistice, further than they arc ¢ pass
unmolested as thercin provided, in the mode
and by the waters assigned to them prior to
the cessation of hostilities.” The result of a
protracted discussion, however, was an agree-
ment which confined the restrictions to the
movement of troops, stores, &c. to the country
above Fort Eric, and left such movements
elsewhere entirely unshackled and free.

“ The importance of this arrangement has
never been sufficiently appreciated. The im-
mediate and pressing nccessity for it on our
part, was, that without it, the ordnance and
supplies intended for the army, having been
collected at Oswego, were not likely ever to
reach us, the roads were impassable, especially
for heavy cannon, and the highway of the
lake was beset by a triumphant enemy. As
soon as the negotiation was successfully com-
pleted, an express was dispatched to Col.
Fenwick at Oswegn, to move on with his
supplies with all possible expedition. But
General Van Ranscelacr was enabled to use
this advantage for another purpose of even
greater importance to the service.—No sooner
was the way open, than an express was sent
to Ogdensburgh with an order for the removal
of nine vesscls from that place to Sackett's
ITarbor. To this movement was Commodore
Chauncey indebted for the ascendancy which
he, for a time, was cnabled to maintain on the
lake, and without which the subsequent
descent on Little York could not have been
attempted.”

It is now for the reader to weigh well the
position of Sir George Prevost. lle had re-
ceived certain instructions from home which

he was bound to obey: a particular line of
conduct presented itself which would confer
certain advantages on the enemy, but which
he saw that he could also turn to his own
profit: forbearance towards America was the
policy which he had been ordered to adopt:
shouid he then be blamed because, in pursu-
ance of his instructions, and in hopes of a
speedy termination of the differences with
America, he endeavored, by temporising, to
avoid measures tending to widen the breach
and give cause to the American people to
embark heartily in the quarrel of their go-
vernment.

In addition to the above reasons, it should
also be borne in mind, that Sir George was
conscious of his inferior strength, and was
pretty well aware that at this juncture there
was but little hope that such reinforcements
could be expected, from any quarter, as would
enable him to adopt any other than a defensive
system. Whatever errors of judgment we
may, at a later period of our narrative, find
cause to attribute to Sir George Prevost,
8o far we can scarcely blame him for avoiding
the rizk of weakening his already small force
in hazardous cnterprises which, in case of
failure, must end in certain ruin to the pro-
vinces committed to his charge.

A few extracts from the letters of Veritas
will serve to prove how anxious Sir George's
enemies were to findl something to condemn
in his measures. We have already, in for-
mer chapters, shewn how unexpected by
Great Britain was a declaration of war on
the part of the United States. e have
shewn the forbearance and conciliatory at-
titude of the English ministry ;—we have
brought before our readers proofs that the
war was not popular with the majority of the
iphabitants of the United States, certainly not
with the reflecting part of the community ; in
short, we have proved distinctly that the war
was unexpected, and that, even at the cleventh
hour, there were sound reasons for caleulating
that an amicable arrangement would be enter-
ed into.  According to Veritas, soon after Sir
Gieorge's arrival in Canada, “he made a rapid
tour through the upper part of this province;
no doubt for the purpose of viewing it with a
military eye, and thereby personally judging
of the best positions for defence, in case of
need. This was highly proper, but like
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many other excursions, no visible result fol-
lowed.

4 The winter of 1811 passed on without any
preparations contemplative of war, (the before-
mentioned militia act cxcepted,) notwithstand-
ing the fuliinations in Congress against us,
during all that winter: the open avowel of
their designs upon Canada, and the actual
spreading ofthe cloth for Mr. Peter B. Porter’s
war feast, as announced in the committce of
Congress, whereof he was the organ.

“The two internal keys of the province,
viz.—Isle-aux-Noix and Coteau du Lac, were
either despised or overlooked in that tour, not
withstanding the importance decidedly given
to the former, especially by the French engi-
neers, and by General Haldimand, who was
an able judge of positions, and who had ex-
pended a large sum of money in fortifying it,
in the former American war.

“ The cause of the neglect I know not with
certainty, but the fact is, that Isle-aux-Noix
was not occupied until some time after the

- war, and might have been scized by the cnemy,
had he then possessed sufficient military capa-
city to estimate its value. Coteau du Lac was
not occupied until the summer of 1813.

¢ Not a gun-boat or vesscl was built in the
river Richelicu, at, or above St. John's, or even
thought of, until the Almighty threw into the
power of the brave 100th Regiment and a few
artillery, in garrison at Isle-aux-Noix, two of
the enemy’s armed vessels, which wcre cap-
tured in & most gallant style, by the aid of a
gun-boat or two, built, by order ¢f Sir James
Craig, at Qucbec, which had been conveyed
overland to St. John's; and which captures
formed the basis of a flotilla for Lake Cham-
plain, and first suggested the idea of endeavor-
ing to command it.

It has been matter of surprise to many,
why a number of flat-boats, capable of carry-
ing heavy guns, were never built at Lachine,
to be stationed below the Cascades, at Isle
Perrault, or wherever else on Lake St. Louis
might have been considered most advisable
and convenient, for a rapid movement to at-
tack the enemy if they descended the St. Law-
rence, immediately after passing the rapids of
the Cedars, before they could collect together
and form; 1t being certain that their boats
must necessarily sault or pass the rapids un-
connccted, and by comparison as it were, in

Tndian-file, or in scctions of a very small front ;
consequently, their discomfiture would have
been casy, had they becen met immediately
after by a respectable number of our armed
boats, ready and fresh for the attack.”

What is here complained of is, first, that no
results followed' Sir George’s tour through the
provinces on first assuming the government.,
We are rather at a loss to know what results
were looked for, or could have been expected,
to us it appears that all Sir George wanted
was to make himsclf personally master of the
different points most exposed to attack, and
capable of being casily made defensible ; this
he did by personal inspection, and having
gained the information he required, he was
prepared in case of necessity to make use of
it. -We do not sce that Sir George would have
been warranted, in a young and poor colony,
to waste its resources on works that it was
very uncertain would be required.

The next complaint is, that the winter of
1811 was suffered to pass over without any
preparation contcmplative of war. The pas-
sage, we presume, that is here alluded to in
Mr. Porter’s speech, and which we give at
length below,* is as follows :—*In short, it

Mr. Porter said that the house were probably
expecting fron: the committee on fore'gn relations
some explanation of their views in reporting the
resolutions now under consideration, in addition
to the general exposition of them contained in the
report itself. The committee themselves felt that
such explanations were due, inasmuch as they had
only reported in part, and had intimated their in-
tention to follow up those resolutions, hould they
be adopted, by the recommendation of ulterior
measures.

The committee, Mr. P. raid, after examining
the various documents accompanying the presi-
dent’s message were satiefied, as he presumed
every member of the house was, that all hopes of
accomodation must be abandoned. When they
looked at the correspondence between the two
governments ; when they observed the miscrable
shifts and evasions (for they were entitled to no
betterappelation) to which Great Britain resorted
to excuse the vio'ations of our maritime rights, it
was impossible not to perceive thut her conduct
towards us was not regulated even by her own
sense of justice, but solely by a regard to the pro-
bable extent of our forbearnnce. The last six
years have been marked by aseries of progressive
encroachments on our rights ; and the principles
by which she publicly upheld her aggressions,
were as mutable as her conduct.  We had seen
her one year advancing doctrines which the vear
before she had reprobated.  We had seen her one
day captuting our vesscls under pretexts, which
on the preceding day she would have been ashamed
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was the determination of the committee to
recommend open and decided war, a war as
vigorous and effective as the resources of the
country, and the relative situation of ourselves
and our enemy would enable us to prosecute.”

This we admit was pretty strong language‘
and was nsed on the 6th of December, 1811,
On the Sth of Docember, however, we find
Mr. Cheeves, from the committee appointed

'in that part of the President’s message which
'relates to the naval force of the United States,
and to the defence of the maritime frontier,
making the fol'owing report, in part:—
“The committee to whom was referred so
much of the President’s message of the 5thcf
November, 1811, as relates to the defence of
! our maritime frontier, report, in part, that two
com:munications from the Scerctary at War,

or afraid to avow. Indeed, zaid Mr. P., she seems
to have been coustantly and carefully feeling our
pulse, to ascertain what portions we would bear;
and if we go on submitting to one indignity after
another, it will not be long before we shall see
British subjects, not only taking aur jproperty in
our harhours, but trampling ou our persons in the
streets of our cities,

Having become convinced that all hopes, from
further negociation were idle, the comniittee, Mr.
P. said, were led to the consideration of another
question which was—whether the maritime rights
which Great Britain is violating were such as we
ought to support at the hazard and expense of a
war? And he believed he was correct in stating
that the committee wasunanimously of the opinion
they were. Thecommittee thought thatthe orders
in council so far as they go to interrupt our direct
trade, that is, the carrying the productions of this
country toa marketin the ports of friendly nations,
and returning with the proceeds of them—ought
to be resisted hy war. How far we ought to goin
support of what is commonly called the carrying
trade, although the question was agitated in the
committee, no definitive opinion was expressed.
—It wag not deemed necessary, at this time, to
express such an opinion, inasmuch as the injury we
sustain by the inhibition of this trade is merged in
the greater one to our direct trade,

The orders in council, Mr. P. said, of which
there seemed now to be no prospect of a speedy
repeal, certainly none during the continuance of
the present war, authorising the eapture of our
vessels bound to and from ports where Britich
commerce i3 not favourably received ; andas that
nation is at war with most of the civilized world,
the effect was (a8 he understood) from those who
had much better information on the suhject than
he could pretend to, to cutup at once, about three
fourths of our best and most profitable commerce.
It wasimpossible that the mercantile or agricultural
interestsof the United States, which on the question
of a right to the direct trade could never be sepa-
rated, could submit to such impositions. It was
his opinion that going upon the ground of a mere
pecuniary calculation, a caleulation of profit and
loss, it would be for our interest to go to war to
remove the orders in council, rather than to sub-
mit tothem, even during the term of their probable
coutinuance.

But there was another point of view in which
the suljeet presented it<elf to the committee, and
that was agregarded the character of the country.
We were a young nation, and he hoped we chor-
ished a little pride and spirit, as well 03 a great
deal of justice and moderation.  Our sitnation wag
not uulike that of a young mun just entering into

life, and who, if he tamely submitted to cool,
deliberate, intentional indiguity, might safely cal-
culate to be kicked and cuffed for the whole re-
mainder of his life; or, if he should afterwards
undertake to retrieve his character, must do it at
ten times the expense which it would have cost
Lim at first to support it.  We should clearly un-
derstand and define those rights which as a nation
we ought to support, and we should support them
at every hazard. If there be any such thing as
rights between nations, surely the people of the
United States, occupying the half of a continent,
have a rizht to navigate the seas, without being
moleated by the inhabitants of the little island of
Great Britain,

It was under these views of the subject that the
committee did not hesitate to give it as their
opinion, that we ought to go to war in opposition
to the orders in council. But as to the extent of
the warand the time when itshould be commenced,
there would be of course some diverrity of senti-
ment, in the house, as there was at first in the
committee.

That we can contend with Great Britain openly
and even-handed on the element where she injures
us, it would be folly to pretend. Were itevenin
our power to build a navy which should be able to
cope with hers, no man who has any regard for
the happiness of the people of this country, would
venture to advize such a measure.  All the fame
and glory which the British navy has acquired at
sea, have been dearly paid for in the sufferings
and misery of that ill-fated people at home—suf-
ferings occasioned in a great measure by the ex-
pense of that stupendous establishment. But
without sucha navy, the United States could make
a serions impression upon Great Brituin, even at
sen. We could have, within six months after a
declaration of war, hundreds of privutecrain every
part of the ocean. We could harrass, if not des-
troy, the vast and profitable commerce which she
j~ZTonstantly carrving on to every part of this con-
tinent. We could destroy her fisheries to the
north; we could depredate upon her commerce to
the West India islands which is passing by our
doors ; we could anuoy her trade along the coast
of South America; we could even carry the war
to her own shores in Kurope. But, Mr. P, said,
there was another place where we could attack
her, and where she would feel our powerstill more
sensibly.  'We could deprive lier of her extensive
provinces Iving along our borders to the north,
These provinces were not only immensely valuable
in themselves, but almost indispensable to the exis-
tence of Great Britain, cut off azghe now isina
great measure from the north of Europe. 1le had
been credibly informed that the exports from

|
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—which accompany this report,—which were
made in reply to querics propounded by the
committce, contain the best information on the
subject which they have been able to collect.

“That one of them contains an enumeration
of the permanent fortifications which have
been completed or commenced, with remarks
on the troops necessary to garrison them,
That for the completion of works already com-
menced, no further appropriation is requisite.

But that some additional works are deemed
necessary, the precise extent of which cannot

at present be determined.”

It is apparent from the tenor of this report,
that with a great porti-n of the Amcrican
people, the prospects of a war were by no
means certain. We would also remind the
i reader of various extracts, we made in the
| introductory part of this narrative, of a deci-
dedly pacific tone, (Mr. Sheffey’s of Virginia,

.
Quebec alonz amounted during the last year, to
near six millions of dollars, and most of these too
in articles of the first necessity—in ship timber
and in provisions for the support of her flects aud
armies. By carrying on such a war as he had
described, at the public expense, on land, and by
individual enterprise at sca, we should be able in
a short time to remunerate ourselves tenfold for
for all the spoliutions she had conuuitted on our
commerce.

It was with a view to make preparations for
such a war, that the committee had offered the
resolutions on the table.
recommended were adequate to the object, or
whether they were best adupted to the end, it
would be for the house, when they came to dis. |
cuss them separately, to determine.  For himself.
Mr. P. said, and he presumed such were the feel- |
ings of ull the members of the committee,
should have no objections to any modiications of
them which might be agrecable to the house. so
that the great object was still retained. I these
resvlutions; or any other similar to them in object,
should pass; it was then the intention of the
commniittee, a3 s0on as the forces contemplated to
be raised should be in any tolerable state of pre-
paration, to recommend the employment of them
for the purpose for which they ghull have been
raised, unless Great Britain shall, in the mean time,
have done us justice.  In short, it was the deter-
mination of the committee to recommend open
and decided war—a war as vigorousand cffective

Whether the means

he .

not to go to war for our maritime rights, Mr. P.
earnestly desires them not to vote for the resolu-
tions. Do not, said he, let us raise armics, unless
we intend to employ them. If we do not mean
to support the rights and honor of the country,
let us not druin it of it resources,

Mr. P, said he was aware that there were many
gentlemen in the house who were dissatisfied that
the committee had not gone further and recomn-
mended an iinmediate declaration of war, or the
adoption of some measures which would have
vinstantly precipitated us into it.  But he confessed
"such was not his opinion. IHe had no idea of
plunging ourselves headlong into a war with a

powerful nation, or even a rcﬁpectu’)le province,
“when we had m)t three regiments of men to spare
for that serviee, He hoped that we should not
| be influenced hv the howling of newspapers, nor
by a fonr that the spirit of the twelfth congress
wotld be questioned, to abandon the pl:ninost dic-
tatea of common gense and common diserction,
He was senxible that there were many good men
“out of congressas well as many of his best friends
“in it, whose appetites were prepared for & war
feast.  lle was not surprized atit forhe knew the
provoeatives had heen sufliciently great.  But he
hoped they would not insist on calllng in guests,
at least until the tuble should have been spread.
When this waa done, he pleged himself in behalf
of the committee of foreign relations that the gen-
tleman should not be disappointed of the enter-
tainment for the want of bidding ; and he believed

a8 the resources of the country, and the relative he mizht also pledze himself for many of the
situation of ourselves and our encmy would enable | members of the committee, that they would not
us to prosccute. ' be among the st to paumkc personaily. not only

The committee, Mr. P. said, have not recom- “in the plvlaun-x. if any there should be, but in all

mended this course of measures without a full
sense of the high reaponsibility which they have
taken upon themselves. They are aware that
war, even in its best and fairest form, is an evil
deeply to be deprecated : But it is sometimes, and
on few occasions perhaps more than on this, a
neci 88 iry evil,

with awe: But I will not shrink from my duty
becauseitis arduous or unpleasant, and I can mose
religiously dectare that [ neveract. -dunderstron ser
or clearer conviciions of duty than [do now in re-
commending these preparatory neasures; or, .
than I shall ultimately in recommending war, in
case Great Britain shall not have rescinded her |
orders in council,
arransements in respect to the impressment of
of our scamen. If there shonld he any gentlemen
in the house who were uot satistied that we ought

For myself, T confesa 1 have ap-:
proacaed the suhject not only with dithdence but,

and made some satizfactory

the dingers of the rev dry

M. P. gaid that thix was the time and occasion
on which, above all others, within his experience,
we should act in concert. I the ultimate o' ject
of the great body of thiz house and of this nation
was the same, and 20 far as he had been able to
ascertain the sentiments of both, it was—there
would be no ditticulty in attaining it.. But we
mnst yield something to the opinions and feelings
ot each other.—Instead of ihdulging in party
reflections and recriminations in this housze, he
Loped that the whole house of the union would
form bt one party, and consider a foreign nation
as the other.,

Mr. P. gaid he had risen merely for the purpose
of explaining to the house the opiniona and views
of the conmiitte in relation to the resolntions now
to be dizcussed. and he should be satistied if he
+ had been so fortunate us to succeed.
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for instance.) Is there, then, any reason for
astonishment, that Sir G. Prevost, combining
his instructions from home with the strenuous
efforts that were being made by the peace
party in Congress, should have imagined that
there might be a possibility of an amicable
arrangement being finally entered into?

He naturally supposcd that his Government,
through their agents, must be more thoroughly
masters of the intentions of the American
Cabinet than he possibly could be. Ile was
ordered to avoid all measures that could pro-
voke hostile feelings, he obeyed his instrue-
tions, and is he open to blame for so doing,
and should not rather the British Cabinet be
blamed for fettering him with their imstruc-
_ tions?

After the war was declared, (here the read-
er must not omit to bear in mind that the
conclusion was so hastily come to, that five
days after the declaration was signed and
sealed in Congress, the cause, the obnoxious
orders in Council, was removed by the repeal
of the said orders,) and Sir George complain-
ed of the want of troops and every munition
of war necessary for the defence of his gov-
ernment.  Veritas observes, “It is the acme
of assurance to insiruate, that Ministers were

idea that no person here durst attempt to ex-
pose it? or finally, is it, that at a distance,
(as the addresses are manufactured for expor-
tation), they counted upon no one finding it
out, as they meant to keep their own counsel ?
“However, I do entertain some hope that
they have reckoned without their host; and
that le bon ricur temps and mysclf, who are
fellow-laborers in the same vineyard for the
correction of falschood and support of truth,
without having any knowledge of, or commu-
nication with, cach other, will open the eyes
of many, if we cannot of all the blind ; for of
the cure of the hionest really blind patriots I
cannot doubt; but of the wilfully blind, they
must be left to be cured by their own folly,
and the contempt of all independent minds.”
Referring to the charge of our losing the
naval superiority of the lakes Veritas adds,
* Upon the subject of the upper lakes, their
neglect in 1812 cannot be excused, even upon
the principle of ignoranco or nadvertency;
for the common table talk that summer at
Montreal was the incompetency of the officers
and men on board the King's ships on Lake
Ontario (and that talk is supposed to have
been always better known at head-quarters
than the designs of the ecnemy), and that a

to blame for such insufficiency, especially as, strong remedy was necessary, or the command
they could only have a knowledge of our: thereof would ke lost.  Of that incompetency
wants through Sir George's information,”— thcre was furnizhed the most striking proof
Now how in justice can Sir George be blamed | i by Commodore Karle, when he went over in
for not informing ministers of his require- | the Royal George to Sackett’slarbour, in 1812,
ments for a war, which he was instructed by [to destroy the Oncida Brig; and on arriving
all the means in his power to avoid the pro- | there, finding her hauled into the inner har-
motion of. bour, and one or two of her guns landed and
In his anxiety to attack the movers of the | planted on the bluff point (for then there was
address to Sir George Prevost, in reference to | no garrison), without cover, which fired at
the war, Veritas has suffered himself to go to, him—the gallant Commodore immediately
the verge of injustice towards the addressed- ! turned his tail or stern to the enemy, and re-
The following passage seems to have particu | turned to Kingston, re infectd, but with whole
larly aroused his indignation, if we may ! bones. Yet no notice was taken of this at
judge from what follows: * ¢ The smallness of | head-quarters, nor any remedy attempted,
the regular army with which your Exccl-iand he remained in command of the Ontario
leney was left to withstand the whole efforts ; squadron until the arrival of Sir James Yeo,
of the United States, for two years, and tand then, forsooth, was offended at being su-
the insufficiency of the naval force on the ' perseded. Tt is proper to remark that Com-
lakes, have exposed his Majesty’s arms to+ modore Earle docs not belong to the Royal
some reverses” How came they to dare' Navy.”
to venturc upon such an imposture? Isit! We have now done with this head, on
because they reckon upon the banishment of which we have dwelt, perhaps, at too great
the uze of mewmory, as is necessary in all the et izth ;s but if so, it must be aseribed to our
operations of the junto? or if not so, i3 it the , desire lo do justice to all, and to seck dili-
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gently, where a mistake has occurred, for the
really culpable party. To the present period,
therefore, have we desired to vindicate Sir
George; the relation of subscquent events
may, perhaps, compel us to exchange the lan-
guage of apology for that of censure; if so,
we shall endeavor to deal with his errors in
the same spirit of fairness which has impelled
us to the attempt to clear his memory from
faults unjustly ascribed to him.

Before following General Brock to the Nia-

Arrival of Indians, as  gara frontier, we must
:nr,f;,"ﬁ'me"mm’ atLes ot omit to observe that
there was some shadow of trufh in General
Hull’s statement respecting the force of our
Indian allies, although the necessity of sur-
rendering such a post as Detroit on that ac-
count may well be questioned. Besides Gen.
Hull yielded, not to the actual strength of
these allics, for he surrendered before their
arrival, but to the apprehension of their arri-
val. Major Richardson observes, * Mr. Robert

Dickson, a gentleman to whom long intercourse

with the Indians had imparted a knowledge of
their character, and influence over their minds,
which proved highly beneficial to the British
cause, was then actively engaged in collecting
some of the most warlike tribes ; while the
present Col. Askin of London, at that time, in
the Indian Department, was already withina
few days journey of Detroit, with a body of
two hundred and seventy warriors, under
their Chief Big-gun. This little detachment
had set out expressly for the relicf of Amherst-
burg, and, in its passage down in bark canoes,
encountered much peril and difficulty, having
had to cross Saginaw bay, nearly fifty miles in
extent, and for many hours in their frail barks,
cven out of sight of the land. Such was the
celerity of their movements, that they reached
Amherstburg in the remarkably short period
of xix days from their departure from Michi-
limacinac.”  Whether the fear of these allics
was a sufficient excuse for General Hull's
abandonment of a strong post we lcave to the
reader todecide.

In speaking of the capture of the Caledonia

Capture of the Detroit and Detroit by the Ame-
and Caledoma by the N L.
Amiericans, ricang, Major Richardson
remarks, “The two armed vessels already
mentioned as having covered our landing, on
the 16th, were put in requisition for this

service (the transportation of the irregular
forces of General Hull to Buffalo, there to be
disembarked preparatory to their return to
their native State, Ohio,) and to these were
added the Detroit and the Caledonia, a fine
merchant brig. T do not recollect who was
appointed to the command of the Detroit, but
the Caledonia had her own captain, Mr, Irvine,
a young man of a peculiarly retiring and
amiable disposition, yet endowed with great
resolution and firmness of character. These
two vessels, having reached their destination
for landing the prisoners, were then lying
wholly unprotected and unsuspicions of danger
in the harbour of Erie when, one dark night,
they Were assailed by two large boats, filled
with American sailors and troops, which had
dropped along side without being perceived,
until it was too late for anything like cffectual
resistance, The Detroit was almost immedi-
ately carried, but the young captain of the
Caledonia, which lay a little below her,
aroused by the confusion on board his consort,
prepared for a vigorous, though almost entirely
personal resistance. Hastily arming himself,
and calling on his little and inexperienced
crew (scarcely exceeding a dozen men) to do
the same, he threw himself in the gangway,
and discharged a loaded blunderbuss into the
first advancing boat, now dropping from the
Detroit to board the Caledonia.”

After describing the gallant though un-
successful defence made by Mr. Irvine, Major
Richardson continues, “ The intrepidity and
self-devotion of Mr. Irvine, whose single arm
had killed and wounded no less than seven of
his assailants, met with that reward it so
richly merited. The heads of the naval de-
partment anxious to secure so gallant an officer
to the service, tendered to him, on his ex-
change, which took place shortly after, the
commission of a licutenant in the Provincial
Navy, in which capacity he continued to
serve during the whole of the subsequent
naval operations.”

The surprise of the Detroit and Caledonia
was considered a very brilliant feat, but, with-
out sccking to disparage the American char-
acter for bravery, we cannot look on the
exploit in the same light in which they would
have it considered.  Both vessels having been
simply employed in cartel service, were un-
provided with other than the common means
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of defence peculiar to merchantmen, while
their crews were not only weak in number,
but composed of a class of men, French Cana-
dian sailors and voyageurs, who were ill
qualified to compete with two full boat loads
of practiced and resolute American sailors and
soldicrs. Morcover, both vessels lay in a
supposed perfect security, and in utter absence
of any kind of preparation. It was not con-
ceived necessary to be on the alert, as it was
supposed that the pacific character in which
they appeared, would have shiclded them from
all hostile attempts. At the moment of the
surprise both vessels had on board the priso-
ners brought from Detroit for the purpose of
being landed at Buffalo,—how. therefore, the

Americans can be justified, in violating the !

sanctity of the flag which continucd to float
as long as there were American prisoners on
board, we cannot perceive.

An accident,* at one time promising resultg

Facape of General IT more scrious thanany

k. which could spring from

the capture of the vessels just named, occur-
red about the same period.

® At this crisis General Brock, anxious to
assume the offensive on the Niagara frontier,
lost not a moment in returning across the Lake,
ordering down at the same time, not ouly the
Toronto Militia, but those troops of the 41st., who
had preceded and accompanied him to Detroit.
The Queen Charlotte, principally laden with the
regulars of the captured army, had sailed on the
very evening of the surrender, and General Brock
the next day embarked in a very small trading
schooner, on board which were about 70 Ohio
Riflemen, guarded by a small party of militia rifles
which composed a portion of the volunteers from
Toronto. During the passage none of the guard
were onany account permitted to go below, either
by day or by night, and not more than half a dozen
Americans were allowed to be upon deck at the
same time—the hatches being secured above the
remainder. It was a duty of some fatigue, and
requiring the cxercise of the utmost vigilance on
the part of the little guard. One morning, about
day break, when by their reckoning they judged
they were close to the harbor of Fort Erie, they
found themselves suddenly becalmed, and in the
midst of a fog which had commenced during the
night. As the sun rose the fog began to disperse
bat the calm prevailed, and gradually, as the
wreathing miats rolled upwards, the guard dis-
covered, to their dismay, that they were close
uwpon the American shore near Buffalo. The
danger was imminent, for & number of persons
were already assembled, evidently at a loss to
discover to what flag the vessel belonged, and
what had brought her into a position

Towards the latter end of August, Major
Muir was despatched with
a small force against Fort
Wayne, which it was
deemed expedient to attempt the destruc-
tion of.

Expedition agninst
Fort. Wayne. abandon-
ment of cuterprise,

The time sclected for the attempt seemed
most favorable, as the tranquillity of the Cana-
dian frontier had been just secured by the
surrender of Detroit, and the occupancy of the
adjacent districts. According to reports also
received, the garrison of this post consisted
ouly of a hundred men or thercabouts, not

entirely out of the usual course of navigation, In
this emergency, the ofticer commauding the watch
(Lieut. Jarvis, now Superintendent of Iudian
affairs) hastened below to acquaint General Brock,
who waa lying on his bed, with the danger which
threatened the veasel, which it waa impossible, by
reason of the cal, to get farther from the shore.
General Brock immediately gprang to his feet, and
rushing upon the deck, saw the situation of the

i veszel was precisely what has been described.

He wasextremely angry, and turning to the master
of the schooner said, *‘you scoundrel you have
betrayed me, let but one shot be fired from the
shore and (pointing to it) I will run you up on
theinstant to that yard arm.”  The master, though
innocent of all derign, was greatly alarmed by the
stern threat of the General, and us the only possi-
ble means of cxtricating the veasel from her
perilous situation, ordered several of his crew into
u small punt, attached to her stern, the only boat
belonging to her.  In this they attempted to tow
her, but made so little progress that one of the
guard asked permission of the General to discharge
his rifle, in order to attract the attention of the
Queen Charlotte, then lying at anchor between
point Abino and Fort Erie, to a signal which had
been previously hoiated. Apprehensive that the
shot might not be heard by their friends, while it
might be the means of informing the enemy of
their true character, General Brock at first refused
his sauction, but as the man scemed confident that
the report of his rifle would reach the othershore
he finally assented, and the shot was fired. Soon
afterwards the answering signal was run up to the
mast head of the Queen Charlotte and that vessel
seeing the doubtful situation of the schoouer, on
board which however they were not aware the
General had embarked, immediately weighed her
anchor, and standing over to the American shore,
under a slight breeze which was thed beginning
to rise hastened to cover the little bark with her
battery. Takingher intow she brought her safely
into the harbour of Erie, greatly to the joy of
those who, aware of the invaluable freight with
which the schooner was charged, had, on the
weighing of the Queen Charlotte's anchor enter-
tained the utmost apprehension for the safety of
the becalmed vessel, and watched with deep in-
interest the vain attempts of her crew to bring
her of.”
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very efficiently furnished with the means of
defence, and hard pressed by the Indians, who
had closely invested it. The rcasons for at-
tempting the destruction of this post were that
it served as a dépot for stores, from which the
enemy’s troops on the frontier could be sup-
plied.

The force destined for this enterprise eon-
sisted of a small detachment of troops, a howit-
zer, and two field pieces, and was embarked
in boats and proceeded to the Miami village,
situated about fifteen miles beyond the en-
.trance of the river of the same name. For the
further progress of the expedition we will quote
from Major Richardson, who was present:—

“ Being there joined by the body of Indians
destined to form a part of the expedition, the
detachment continued its route by land, and
along a track of country bearing no mark of
civilization whatever. Our only covering was
the canopy of Heaven, or rather the arches
formed by the intermingling boughs of the
forest through which we moved, and not even
the wigwam of the savage arose to diversify
the monotony of the scene. The difficulty of
conveying the guns by land, caused their
transportation to be & work of much time;
and the river, from the point where we had
disembarked, was so extremely low as to ren
der the progress of the bLoats, following the
ginuosities of its course, tedious to the last
degree. Having at length, after much toil,
gained that part of the Miami, where it was
intended to disembark the stores, every obsta-
cle appeared to be removed, and the capture
of Fort Wayne, then at no great distance, an
event looked forward to with confidence.
Fate, however, had ordained otherwise. About
nine o'clock on the evening of our arrival,
the shrill cry of our scouts was hcard
echoing throughout the forest, and soon after-
wards seven Indians issued from the wood on
the opposite shore, and leaping through the
river, reached us. The account they gave
of their adventure was to the following effect:
—At adistance of a few leagues, while advan-
cing cautiously along the road, they observed
a party, five in number, in a glen, and seated
round a large fire, where they were busily
occupied in preparing their food. After a
slight consultation they proceeded towards
the group, and had approached within a few
paces before they were perceived by the

Americans, who instantly flew to their arms,
and assumed a posture of defence. The In-
dians, however, held out their hands in token
of amity, and were suffered to cnter the cir-
cle. Here, pretending to be in the American
interest, and describing themselves as hunters,
on their way to one of their villages, they
succeeded in lulling the suspicions of the
officer, who in return, communicated to them
that the party he commanded were scouts
preceding the advanced guard of an army of
2,500 men, then on their march for the Miami
village, and only distant a few miles.”

In consequence of this intclligence, the
expedition was forthwith abandoned, and a
retreat determined on. On deliberation, how-
ever, Captain Muir decided on awaiting the
approach of the enemy in order to gain a
correct account of their force and destination.

The whole of one day was thus passed, and
fears began at length to be entertained, that
the Americans, apprised of the vicinity of an
enemy’s force, had taken a different route,
with the intention of cutting of a retreat.
This would have left the little detachment in
the heart of the enemy’s country, destitute
of resources, with an overwhelming force
before them, they were consequently ordered
to retreat on the old fort of Defiance, situ-
ated about half way between the Miami village
and the point from whence they had com-
menced their retrograde movement. Having
crossed the river at this place, a position was
again taken up at a point beyond which the
encmy could not effect a passage unperceived.
We again resume Major Richardson's narrat-
ive :

‘Early on the morning after our arrival, a
party of Indians appeared along our line, con-
ducting a prisoner they had found straying in
the woods, at a short distance from the enemy’s
camp. From his account it appeared that the
information given by the American officer was
perfectly correct. The force of the enemy
consisted of 2,500 men, under the command
of General Winchester ; and were destined for
the Miami, where it was intended to construct
a fortification. On arriving at the spot where
their slaughtered scouts lay unburied along
the road, an alarm was spread throughout
their columns, and deeming & numerous
enemy to be in their front, it wag thought
prudent to entrench themselves where they
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were. For this purpose trees were immedi-
ately felled, and in the course of a few hours,
with that expedition for which the Western
Americans, with whom the axe is almost as
indispensible a weapon as the rifle, are re-
markable, an enclosure with interstices for
musquetry, and sufficiantly large to contain
their whole force, together with their bagaage
and waggons, was completed. It being evident
from this intellizence, that the ohject of our
enterprise was entirely frustrated, and that an
attack on the enemy's entrenchment with our
feeble force, if unsuccessful, must necessarily
compromise the safety of our own posts, Capt.
Muir decided on returning to Amhersthurg,
which fortress the detachment at length reach-
ed after a fruitless absence of three weeks.

¢ Although little or no mention has ever been
made of our retreat from Fort Wayne, before
80 overwhelming a force as that which we so
unexpectedly encountered, and by which we
ought to have been annihilated, the utmost
praise is due to Captain Muir for having
accomplished it, not only without the loss of
& man of his detachment, but even without
the abandonment of any of his guns or stores,
which, as has already been stated, were being
transported with great toil and difficulty.
Every thing was brought off and, at no one
moment, was our march precipitate. Indeed
of the bold affront assumed by the detachment,
some idea may be formed from the exagger-
ated accounts which appeared in the American
papers, even during the time we were retiring
upon Amherstburg.”

Sir Isaac Brock, in speaking of t}ns expe-
dition, observes, “I am inchned to think
Captain Muir acted judiciously;” and, with
reference to the advance of the American
party, states,* “It appears evident the enc-
my meditates a second attempt on Ambherst-
burg. The greater part of the troops, which
are advancing, marched from Kentucky, with
an intention of joining General Hull. How
they are to subsist, even for a short period,
is no easy matter to conceive. This difficulty
will probably decide them on some bold
measure, in the hope of shortening the cam-
paign.  If successfully resmted, their fate is
inevitable.

& Dispatch to 8ir George Prevost, Sept. 9th,
1812,

95

“The Indians appear to be adverse to re-
treating, without first making a trial of their
strength.  Should they continue to afford a
willing co-operation, T entertain not the small-
est doubt of the result that awaits this second
attempt to turn my right; but your Excel-
lency will casily perccive that doubts and
jealousics have already scized their minds.
The officers of the Indian department will, I
trust, be able to remove all such impressions.

‘ Although, from the daily observation of
what is passing on the opposite shore, a sin-
gle man can ill be spared from this line; I
have, notwithstanding, determined to send
the two flank companies of the Rnyal New-
foundland Regiment to Amherstburg. Fresh
troops are daily arriving, supposed to belong
to the Pennsylvania quota, of two thousand
men, known to be intended for the frontier.
After the whole arrives, an attack, T imagine,
cannot be long delayed. The wretched state
of these quotas, and the raggedness of the
troops, will not allow them to brave the rain
and cold, which, during the last week, have
been so severely felt.

“Between two and three hundred Indians
have joined and augmented the force on the
other side. Their brethren here feel certain
that they will not act with any spirit against
us. So, I imagine, if we continue to show
a bold front—but, in the event of a disaster,
the love of plunder will prevail, and they may
then act in a manner to be the most dreaded
by the inhabitants of this country.”

A despatch from Sir George Prevost to Sir
Isaac Brock furnishes us
with additional reasons
for our assertion that, up to this period, Sir
George Prevost is not as blameworthy as most
writers of that day have described. We give
the despatch at length : —

“ Captain Falton arrived, on the 11th inst.,
with your letter of the 7th: the intelligence
you have communicated by it convinces me
of the necessity of the evacuation of Fort De-
troit, unless the operations of the enemy on
the Niagara frontier bear a character less in-
dicative of determined hostile measuresagainst
your line in their front than they did when
you last reported to me. You will, therefore,
be pleased, subject to the discretion I have
given you under the circumstances to which I
have alluded, to take immediate steps for

Despatch of Sir George
Prevost to Sir I. Brock.
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evacuating that post, together with the terri-
tory of Michigan; by this measure you will
be enabled to withdraw a greater number of
the troops from Amherstburg, instead of tak-
ing them from Col. Vincent, whose regular
force ought not on any account to be dimin-
ished.

“I have already afforded you reinforcements
to the full extent of my ability ; you must
not, therefore, expect a further supply of men
from Lence, until [ shall receive from England
a considerable increase to the present regular
foree in this province; the posture of affairs,
particularly on this frontier, requires every
soldier who is in the country.

“In my last despatch from Lord Bathurst,
he tells me ¢ that his Majesty’s Government
trusts I will be enabled to suspend, with per-
fect safety, all extraordinary preparations for
defence which T have been induced to make,
in consequence of the precarious state of the
rclations between this country and the United
States; and that, as every specific requisition
for warlike stores and accoutrements which
had been received from me had been complied
with, with the exception of the clothing of the
of the corps proposed to be raised from the
Glengarry emigrants, he had not thought it
necessary to direct the preparation of any fur-
ther supplies.’

“This will afford you a strong proof of the
infatuation of his Majesty’s Ministers upon the
subject of American affairs, and show how
entircly I have been left to my own resources
in the events which have taken place.”

With the various despatches containing full
and particular accounts of the actual state of
affairs in the Province, before us, we do not
see how with justice it can be asserted, *“that
it is the acme of assurance to insinuate, that
Ministers were to blame for any insufficiency.”
Yet this is the language too commonly
held by Veritas and other writers of the
day.

The latitude, also, allowed to Sir Isaac
Brock, should not be lost sight of, and it is
certain that he made use of the freedom of
action thus permitted him. We have only to
quote his despatch of September 20th, to
prove this:—*I have been honored with your
Excellency's despatch, dated the 14th instant.
I shall suspend, under the latitude thus left by
your Excellency to my discretion, the evacu-

ation of Fort Detroit. Such a measure would
most probably be followed by the total exter-
minatijon of the population on that side of the
river, or the Indians; aware of our weaknems
and inability to carry on active warfare, would
only think of entering into terms with the
enemy. The Indians since the Miami affair,
in 1793, have been extremly suspicious of our
conduct ; but the violent wrongs committed
by the Americans on their territory, have
rendered it an act of policy with them to dis-
guise their sentiments.

“Could they be persuaded that a peace be-
tween the belligerents would take place, with-
out admitting their claim to the extensive tract
of country, fraudulently usurped from them,
and opposing a frontier to the present un-
bounded views of the Americans, [ am satisfi-
cd in my own mind that they would immedi-
ately compromise with the enemy. 1 cannot
conceive a coalition so likely to lead to more
awful consequences.

“If we can maintain ourselves at Niagara,
and keep the communication to Montreal open,
the Americans can only subdue the Indians
by craft, which we ought to be prepared to see
exerted to the utmost. The enmity of the In~
dians is now at its height, and it will require
much management and large bribes to effect
a changein their policy ; but the moment they
arc convinced that we either want the means
to prosecute the war with spirit, or are nego-
tiating a separate peace, they will begin to
study in what manner they can most effectu-
ally deceive us,

““Should negotiations for peace be opened, I
cannot be too carnest with your Excellency
to represent to the King's ministers the expe-
diency of including the Indians as allies, and
not leave them exposed to the unrelenting fury
of their enemies.

“The enemy has evidently assumed defensive
measures salong the strait of Niagara. His
force, I apprehend, is not equal to attempt,
with any probability of success, an expedition
across the river. It is, however, currently re-
ported that large reinforcements are on their
march ; should they arrive, an attack cannot
be long delayed. The approach of the rainy
scason will increase the sickness with which
their troops are already afflicted. Those un-
der my command are in perfect health and
spirits,” :
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DIAGRAM OF THE BA1TLE OF QUEENSTON.
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The spot where Queenston now stands, was then covered with trees.
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B B—Road to St. David’s and St. Catharine’s.
C C—To Suspension Bridge.
D D—Road by which the reinforcements from Fort George guined the
Heights in the afternoon.
No. 1. Spot where Brock fell,
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8. American line as drawn up in afternoon.
4. English forces’ do. do.
5. Old Fort.
6. Vromost's Battery.
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Nooarrival of reinforcements from Earope, and
movements in Lower Province. — General
Brock’s reception at Queenston.—Nature of
the country along the Niagara frontier.-—Brit-
ish force along the Niagara frontier at the tiine
of General Brock’s retarn from Detroit.—The
force of the American army.—General Van
Ranselasr’s plans. — Despatches of General
Brock. —Battle of Queenston Heights.—Des-
patches from the two commsanding officers
coropared.—Personal appearance of General
Brock. — Pablic opinion of General Brock’s
character and value,
8 George Prevost, in his despatch to Gen_

Nos-arrival of rem- Brock about the middle
brcements from Eu-  of September, advised, it
A7 Lowet Provisee. may be remembered,that
oficer of the impoasibility of sending bim any
reinforcements, until there should be & * con-
siderable increase to the regular force in the

Province,” as the presences of a large body of

American regulars on the Lower Canadian

froatier required every soldier who was in the

coantry. A short extract from Christie will
show how Sir George was situated, and how
fir any expectations of his being strength-
eaad were reslised. “The slender rein-
fercsments that arrived were barely sufficient

o relieve the citizens of Quebec for a short

time from garrison duty. They consisted but

of the 108rd regiment from England, with a

fow recruits from other regiments, and & bat-

tlion of the Ist (or Royal Scots) from the

‘Weat Indies ; and the three battalions of Que-

bps militia resumed garrison duty in the be-

| giaming of October, which they coatinued

thesughoat the winter, each taking in turn its

wask® It ig obvious, from this statement of
%

Christie, that Sir George Prevost was not,
therefore, in a position which would warrant
his weakening the force under his iminediate

command, and it will be further scen that the
activity of the enemy at various pointy, kept
him fully employed, and, indeed, compclled
him to embody another battalion of militia,
called the fith battalion, afterwards “ Cana-
dian chasseurs.” A corps of voyageurs was
also raised by the North-West Company,
which was disbanded in the spring, while the
merchants and tradesmen of Montreal organ-
ized themselves into four companies of volun-
teers,for garrison duty and field service, in case
of emergency. According to Christie, our
troops, both regular and militia, seein, at thig
crisis, to have bad their time fully occupied,
for we find that a party of Amcricuns, one
hundred and fifty strong, under Captain For-
syth,crossed over from Gravelly Point to Gana-
noque, eighteen miles helow Kingston, from
whence they dislodged a party of fifty militia,

and took possession of a quantity of arms and
ammunition, which they carried away, after
burning the store and a small quantity of
provisions. Mr. Christie adds—** Their con-
duct is represented to bave been disgraceful
towards the defenceless inhabitants.” We
see also, from the same writer, that, “from
the frequent interruptions of the convoys from
Moatreal, or rather Lachine, to Kingston, in
Upper Oanada, by the Americans at Ogdens-
barg, opposite Prescott, Col. Lethbridge, com-
manding at the latter place, formed the design
of dislodging the enemy, and possessing bim-
solf of Ogdensburg. With a view of effecting
this purpose, he assembled a force of some
hundred and fiRy men, regular and militia,

and baving collected a sufficient number of
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batteaux, he pushed off on the forenoon of
the 8rd October, under cover of a cannonnade
from Prescott, with twenty-five batteaux es-
corted by two gun-boats. They advanced
without opposition, until mid channel, when
the enemy opened a tremendous discharge
of artillery, which checked their progress.
Confusion immediately encued, and they were
compelled to make a precipitate retreat, with
the loss of three men killed and four wounded.
The Americans were commanded by Brigadier
General Brown, and behaved with much cool-
ness and intrepidity.” It may be as well to
atate that this enterprise, undertaken without
the sanction of the commander of the forces,
was censured by him ; and that public opinion
condemned it also as rash. With this brief
glance at the state of affairs in the Lower
Province, we return to General Brock and the
Niagara frontier.

As soon as it was ascertained that the
General had reached
Chippewa, it was sug-
gested by Col. Holcroft, that a deputation of
the principal residents in the district should
wait on him, to congratulate his Excellency
on the complete success which had attended
his arms at Detroit. This deputation was ac-
cordingly organized, and the procession met
their General at Queenston, as he was pro-
ceeding in an open carriage to Fort George.
‘We have been assured by an eye-witness of
the meeting, that General Brock was inex-
pressibly gratified at his enthusiastic recep-
tion, and the deep devotion testified by each
member of the cortége to the cause, for which
they were then in arms. So re-assured, in-
deed, was he, as to be enabled, with
policy, to give but a cool receptin to a party
.of Indiang who- had been playing fast and
loose, and whose adherence to the British had
becn only secured by the intelligence, just re-
ceived, of the successes at Detroit. It must
have strengthened and checred the General's
heart to witness the enthusiasm with which,
.en that occhsion, 80 many of Canada’s best
and bravest sons appeared to renew their
pledge, that they were ready and willing to
gacrifice their lives to prevent an invader's
footstep polluting the soil of their native or
adopted country. The procession, forming on
both sides of the carriage, escortcd General
Bro- in trinmph to Niagara,

Gen. Brock’s recep-
don at Queenston.

It may, perhaps, enable the reader to
lolf-":lr: «:‘ the country comprehend the diffical-
lior. 0 R IO yies which attended any
movement in force, and to perceive also the
causes which left the troops, on both sides, in
such apparent ignorance of cach other's tac-
tics, if we take a bird’s-eye view of the
general face and character of the country. Its
appearance at the present day is thus deserib-
ed in “ Canada; Past, Present, and Future,”
before, however, quoting the passage, we will
suppose the reader to be on the crest of the
eminence immediately above Fonthill, just
twelve miles west of Chippewa., A glance at
the accompanying map will assist this.
According to Mr. Smith, “The tourist
after travelling for some miles along a
road, where his view of the country on either
side of him has seldom extended beyond two
or three miles, on reaching this elevation, finds
amost magnificent panorama, as it were by
magic, displayed to his astonished vision. An
immense plain, extending for many miles, lies
before and below him, studded with towns,
villages, groves and winding streams; before
him lies the Welland Canal, crowded with ves-
sels moving either way ; beyond it, the per-
petually dashing, roaring cataract of Niagara,
on one side, the waters of Lake Erie, and, on
the other, those of Ontario. We know of no
other spot from whence so extensive a view
can be obtained. An observatory has been
erected on the brow of the hill, and a telescope
is kept for the accommodation of visitors.”
We will now observe, that the hill here
spoken of] is one of very inconsiderable eleva-
tion, consequently, the flatness of the sur-
rounding district presenting such an extend-
ed view, may be easily imagined ~When,
therefore, the country was covered with dense
forests, and it was impossible to gain, by ob-
servation, any insight into the marchings and
countermarchings of cither force, the difficulty-
of obtaining correct information may be easily
understood, especially when we call to mind,
that the various cxcellent roads which every-
where now open up the country, at that time
existed only in the prophetic imaginings of
some far seeker into the future destinies of
this great Province. :
We have said enough on the subject to as~ -
sign at least one probable cause for the appar- *
ently contradictory orders, which, as our nar-
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rative will shew, were issued, and the conse-
quent indecision which seemed to characterize

many of the movements during the campaign
of 1812 and '18.

The whole British force along a frontier

nearly thirty-six miles’
in extent, did not, at the
date of General Brock's
return from Detroit,
amount to more than twelve hundred men, at
Jeast half of which were militia. These troops
were disposed of in the following manner :—
At Chippews, & small detachment of the 41st,
under Capt. Bullock, and the flank companies
of the 2d Lincoln militia, under Capts. R.
Hamilton and Rows;—at Queenston, Capts.
Dennis and Williams, with the flank compan-
ies of the 49th, with a small body of militia,
were stationed; ncarly all the remainder

the force was at Fort George, under General
Bheaffe, with the exception of a few militia
scattered here and there along the line. Tt
will thus be seen how inadequately so extend-

ed a frontier was defended, and how the few
troops scattered along the line were exposed |

to be cut off in detail by an energetic or en-
terprising enemy.

British force along the
Niugara frontier at the
time of General Brock’s
retarn from Detroit,

The American army, commanded by Major

The American Army— General Van Ranselaer
force of.

two hundred and six men. This amount in-
cludes all the reinforcements which had ar-
rived at the date of the battle of Quecnston,
but is exclusive of three hundred field and
light artillery, with eight hundred of the 6th,
18th, and 23d regiments at Fort Niagara.—
This gives a total of over six thousand three
bhundred men. James disposes of this force

as follows:—* Of this powerful force, sixteen
hundred and fifty regulars, under the com- '

mand of Brigadier General Smith, were at
Black Rock,t—three hundred and eighty-six
militia, at the latter place and Buffalo,—uine
bandred regulars and twenty-two hundred
and seventy militia at Lewiston, distant from

Black Rock, about twenty eight miles,—at

Fort Niagara, were eleven hundred more, giv-
ing a force of six thousand three hundred

® Wilkinson’s Memoris. Vol. 1, page 858,
1+ Wilkinson’s Memoirs, Vol. 1, page 863,

consisted, according to:
their own official returns,® of five thousand!

'men, of whom nearly two thirds were regular

troops.”™

Here was a force of regulars amounting to
four thousand men, opposed to one of six
hundred ; yet it will be shewn that various
"attempts have been made by American wris
ters, to asxign the inferiority of numbers, as
the reason why the attack on Queenston s0
signally miscgrried.

As it was quite out of the question for Gen-
General Van Ramse- ©ral Brock, in the pres-
Iner’s plans. ence of so superior &
force, to adopt any other than precautionary
and defensive measures, we will lay before
the reader a sketch of what were really
General Van Ranselaer's views. This we are
enabled to do by means of a pamphlet publishe
ed by Col. S. Van Ranselaer, his nephew and
aide-de-camp.

The instructions from General Dearborn,
on which General Van Ranszlaer had to base
his plan of operations, were as follows :—

“ At all events, we must calculate on poss.

- essing Upper Canada before winter sets in,

Gencral Harrison will, I am assured, enter
. Canada by Detroit, with not less than from
. six to seven thousand men, exclusive of the
troops necessary for guarding the frontier
against Indian depredations.

“The force at Sackett's Harbour and that
vicinity, is over two thousand, including an
old company of regular artillery, and a large
company of old riflemen,

“I have great confidence in the exertions now
in operation in the navy department on Lake
Ontario. In fact, we have nothing to fear,
and much to hope as to the ultimate success
of measures now in operation with a view to
' Upper Canada; but much may inmediately
;depend on what may happen at yonr post.”

Such was the confident tone of General
Dearborn’s instructions, and that General Van
Ranselear felt confidence also, may be assum-
ed from the admission made byghis nephew,
Col. S. Van Ranselear. *“He did not wish to

" be drawn from the object he had in view, by

a controversy with General Smyth, particu.
larly so, as ke knew that the forces which by
this time had collected in his own immediate
vicinity were amply sufficient for the purpose.®

® Vide Wilkinson.
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This admission is of importance, as shewing
what powerful reinforcements must have ar-
rived between the middle of August, when
Geo. Van Ranselaer arrived at the Niagara
frontier on the 18th Oct. Hisr situation in
August is thus described :—* From the mo-
ment of his assuming the command, his posi
tion was one of the utmost exposure and dan.
ger. He lay withinsight of a powerful enemy,
separated from him only by a narrow river,
for the crosring of which, that enemy possersed
every facility. He had a line of thirty-six
miles to guard, and his whole force was con-
siderably less than one thousand men, many
of them without shoes, and all of them clam-
erous for pay—of ammunition there were not
ten rounds per man, and no lead. There was
not one picce of heavy ordnance in the whole
line, and there were no artillerists to man the
few light pieces which we possessed. Add to
this, that the troops could not take or keep the
field for want of tents or covering; that the
medical department, if one could be said to ex-
ist at all, was utterly destitute of everything
necessary for the comfort of the sick or disa-
bled ; and that there was among the men that
entire want of subordination, to say nothing
of discipline, which always chiaracterizes raw
militia, and some idea may be formed of the
condition of our army.”

Here was a lamentable condition for an
amateur General to be placed in, especially
when contrasted with the ease and comfort
which pervaded the British frontier. * The
condition of the forces on the opposite bank of
the river was in contrast with ours in every
particular. There was & well-appointed and
well-found army, under the most exact dis-
eipline, and commanded by skilful and expe-
rienced officers. Every important post, from
Fort Erie to Fort George, was in a defensible
state, and the enemy had possessed himself of
& very commanding position on the heights at
Queenston, which he was rendering every day
more sccure gnd formidable. He had, more-
over, the mastery of the lakes, and was at that
moment industriously employed in using that
advantage to increase his numbers, and add to
his supplies at Niagara.”

Let this statement be well considered, and
the conclusion cannot fail to be arrived at, that
General Van Ranselaer’s reinforcements must
have been very considerable, as we find the

same writer, who in one case 8o touchingly
depicted his helpless condition, in cight weeks
asserting that * he knew that the forces under
his command were amply sufficient for his
purpose.”

As we have now established the fact that
there was no lack of troops, we will proceed
to enquire what was General Van Ranselaer's
purpose. Fortunately, Ingersol's, Armstrong’s,
Wilkinson's, and Col. Van Ranselser's works
are sufficient to answer this question most
satisfactorily.

In his letter of October 8th, to General Dear-
born, General Van Ranselaer thus details his
plans :—* Under these circumstances, and the
impressions necessarily resulting from them,
I am adopting decisive measures for closing
the fall campaign. I have rummoned Major-
General Hall, Brigadier-General Smith, and
the commandants of the United States regi-
ments, to meet me in a consuitation; and I
am well aware that some opinions, entitled to
great respect, will be offered for crossing the
Niagara, a little below Fort Erie,and pursuing
the march down the river. I think this plan
liable to many objections. The enemy have
works at almost every point, and even an infe-
rior force might hold us in check, and render
our march slow; by taking up the bridges at
Chippewa, they might greatly embarrass us:
the cleared country is but a mile or two wide,
one flank would be constantly liable to be
galled by Indians from the swamps ; for a con-
siderable distance, the rapidity of the current,
and the height of the banks render transpor-
tation across the river impracticable ; of course
our supplies must follow the line of march,
with the trouble and hazard of them every
day increasing, and should the enemy retreat
from General Harrison, they would have a
double object in intercepting our supplies ; and
by falling on our rear, and cutting off our
communication, we might expcrience the fate
of Hull's army. Besides these, and many
other objections, there is no ohject on that
side, until we should arrive at the commanding
heights of Queenston, which are opposite my
camp.

*The proposal, which I shall submit to the
council, will be, that we immediately concen-
trate the regular force in the neighborhood of
Niagara, and the militia here; make the best
possible dispositions, and, at the same time,



HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1813,

108

that the regulars shall pass from the Four Mile
Creek to a point in the rear of Fort George,
and take it by storm; I will pass the river
here, and carry the heights of Queenston.
8hould we succeed, we shall effect a great dis-
coumfiture of the enemy, by breaking their line
of communication, driving their shipping from
the mouth of the river, leaving them no rally-
ing point in this part of the country, appalling
the minds of the Canadians, and opening a
wide and safe communication’ for our supplies.
‘We shall save our own land—wipe away part
of the score of our past disgrace, get excellent
barracks and winter quarters, and, at least, be
prepared for an early campaign another year.
As soon as the result of the council shall be
known, I shall advise you of it.”

This wasa very feasible plan,and failed only,
sccording to Colonel Van Ranselaer, through
Brigadier-General Smyth’s delay.

‘What says Ingersol on the subject :—* Gen.
Alexinder Smyth commanded at Buffalo, only
a few miles from General Van Ranselaer, fif-
teen hundred men of the regular army; but,
a8 [ was informed by a highly respectable offi-
cer still living, was not invited to take part in
the projected descent upon Canads, lest the
glory of the day should be taken from Gene-
ral Van Ranselaer’s cousin, Colonel Solomon
Van Ranselaer, an officer in the militia; both
of the Van Ranselaers being, perhaps laudably,
though, as it turned out, unfortunafely, bent
on monopolizing the credit of this affair for the
militia, if not exclusively, at any rate in pre-
ferance to the regular army.”

General Armstrong’s remarks are much to
the same effect—*The troops employed, or
intended to be employed in this service, were
ﬁrincipally militia; and, therefore, not better
chosen than the object itse:f. Why this was
80,is a problem not yet satisfactorily explained.
If it originated in an esprit de corps, or belief
of militia efficiency, there may be some color
of excuse for the error; but if, as reported,
the arrangement was made to gratify the am-
bition of an individual, the act was not merely
injudicious but eriminal. At the period in
question, there were at the General's disposal
more than three thousand troops of the line;
from whom a corps might have been selected,
which, well found, equipped, and commanded,
would not have been either beaten or baffled.”

We have been thus particular in making these
extracts, as we are anxious to show that the
failure of the attack on Queenston is not to be
attributed to any want of troops, nor must it
be considered as s hastily devised plan, as
preparations had been making for it from the
period when General Van Ranselser first
assumed the command of the army.

A fow days before the battle of Queenston,
Despatches of Gen. full instructions were
Brock. forwarded by General
Brock to the officers in command of the posts
along the frontier, for their guidance in case
of attack, and a despatch to Sir Geo. Prevost,
dated 12th October, shows that he was fully
aware of the impending storm, though uncer-
tain of the direction in which it might break :
¢ Major-Gen. Brock to Sir Geo. Prevost,
October 12th.

“The vast number of troops which bave
been this day added to the strong force pre-
viously collected on the opposite side, convince
me, with other indications, that an attack is
not far distant. I have, in consequence, di-
rected every exertion to be made to complete
the militia to two thousand men, but fear I
shall not be able to effect my object.”

General Brock's letter of instructions to
Col. Proctor shows that the situation of the
British troops was far from being as comfort-
able a8 Col. S, Van Ranselaer's statement
would induce one to suppose. *The unfor-
tunate disaster which has befallen the Detroit
and Caledonia will reduce us to great distress.
They were boarded while at anchor at Fort
Erie, and carried off; you will learn the par-
ticulars from others. A quantity of flour and
a little pork were ready to be shipped for
Amherstburg; but as I send you the flank
companies of the Newfoundland, no part of
the provisions can go this trip in the Lady
Prevost. It will be necessary to direct her to
return with all possible speed, bringing the
Mary under her convoy. You will husband
your pork, for I sm sorry to say there is but
little in the country.

“ An interesting scene is going to commence
with you. 1 am perfectly at ease as to the
result, proviuc! we can manage the Indians,
and keep them altached to the cause, which,
in fact, is theirs.

“The fate of the province is in your hands,
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judging by every appearance; we are not to
remain long idle in this quarter. Were it not
for the positive injunctions of the commander
of the forces, I should have acted with greater
decision. This forbearance may be productive
of ultimate good, but I doubt its policy, but
perhaps we have not the means of judging
correctly. You will, of course, adopt a very
different line of conduct. The enemy must
be kept in a state of continual ferment. If
the Indians act as they did under Tecumseh,
who probably might be induced to return to
Ambherstburg, that army will very soon
dwindle to nothing. Your artillery must be
more numerous and effective than any the
enemy can bring,* and your store of ammu-
nition will enable you to harass him continu-
ally, without leaving much to chance.

“I trust you will have destroyed every
barrack and public building, and removed the
pickets and other defences around the fort at
Detroit.

“You will have the goodness to state the
expedients you possess to enable you to re-
place, as far as possible, the heavy loss we
have sustained in the Detroit. Should I hear
of reinforcoments coming up, you may rely on
receiving your due proportion,. * *
May every possible success attend you.”

These letters are interesting, from being
the last ever written by Gencral Brock, and
from their showing, also, his energetic yet
careful mind.

‘We have been most diligent in endeavoring

Battle of Queenston to arrive it, as nearly as
Heights. possible,a correct version
of the events of the 18th October, and for that
purpose bave had many interviews with
veterans in different parts of the country who
were present on that occasion. Conflicting
have been the statements, and it has been no
easy task to reconcile all the discrepancies,
should we therefore seem to err, the fault has
arisen from no want of careful investigation,
but from the multiplicity of accounts all
differing from each other.

The morning of the 18th was of the the
cold, stormy character, that marks so strongly
the chingeful climate of the Canadas. The
alarm was given before daylight that the

¢ The guns and ammunition captured at Detroit,

enemy were 1n motion, and Captain Dennis
of the 49th, who was in command at Qucenston,
immediately marched his company (grenadier)
and the few militia who could be hastily
assembled, to the landing place opposite Lewis®
ton ; this small force was soon followed by the
light company of the 49th, and the remaining
dirposable militia force. Here the attempt of
the enemy to effect a passage was, for some
time, successfully resisted, and several boats
were either disabled or sunk by the fire from
the one-gun battery on Queenston llcights,
and that from the macked battery about a
milebelow. Several boats were by the fire
from this last battery so annoyed, that falling
below the landing place, they were compelled
to drop down with the current, and rccross
to the American side. A considerable force,
however, had effected a landing, some distance
above, by a path, which had been long
considered impracticable, and wag, therefore,
unguarded, and succceded in gaining the
summit of the mountain. Ilad not this been
done the Americans would have been defeated,
by the force then present, as it was, the body,
which had made good their ascent, far out-
numbering the few troops opposed to them,
carried the battery and turned the right of the
British position, compelling them to retire
with considerable loss. No resistance could
now be offered to the crossing from Lewiston,
except by the battery at Vromont’s point,
already spoken of, and from this a steady and
harassing fire was kept up which did consider-
able execution. We give what now followed, on
the authority of a volunteer who was attached
to the light company of the 49th.

“On retiring to the north end of the village,
on the Niagara road, our little band was met
by General Brock, attended by his A.D.C,,
Major Glegg, and Colonel M'Donell.” He
was loudly cheered as he cried, * Follow me,
Boys!” and led us at a pretty smart trot
towards the mountain; checking his horse to -
a walk, he said, *“Take breath, Boys!” wp
shall want it in a few minutes!” another
cheer was the hearty response both from
regulars and militia. At that time the top of
the mountain and a great portion of its side
was thickly covered with trees, and was now
occupied by American riflemen. On arriving
at the foot of the mountain, where the road
diverges to St. David's, Generat bruck dis-
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mounted, and, waving his sword, climbed
over a high stone wall, followed by the troops ;
placing himself at the head of the light com-
pany of the 40th, he led the way up the
mountain at double quick time, in the very
teeth of a sharp fire from the enemy’s rifle-
men—and, ere long, he was singled out by
one of them, who, coming forward, took deli-
berate aim, and fired; several of the men
noticed the action, and fired—but too late—
and our gallant General fell on his left side,
within a few fect of where Istood. Running
up to him, I enquired, * Are you much hurt,
sir{” He placed his hand on his breast, but
made no reply—and slowly sunk down. The
49th now raized a shout, *Revenge the Gen-
eral 1" and regulars and militia, l:d by Colonel
McDonell, pressed forward, anxious to revenge
the fall of their beloved leader, and literally
drove a superior force up the mountain side,
to a considerable distance beyond the summit,
The flank companies of the York Militia, un-
der Captains Cameron and Heward, and
Lieutenants Rohinson, McLean and Stanton,
'besides many othcrs, whose names I forget,
eminently distinguished thcmsclves on this
occarion.

¢ Atthisjuncture the enemy were reinforced
by freeh troops, and after a severe struggle,
in which Colonel McDonell, Caytains Dennis
and Willinme, and most of our officers, were
either killed or wounded, we were overpow-
ered by numbers, and forced to retreat, as
the encmy had outflanked us, and had nearly
succeeded in gaining our rear. Several of
our mcn were thus cut off, and made prison-
ers—myself amongst the number.”

So far, Mr. G. S. Jarvis’ account agrees with
those reccived from Captain Crooks, Colonel
Clark, Colonel Kerby, and Captain John
McMcekin—all of whom were present on this
occasion. It agrees, also, strictly with James’
statement. Up to the period of the engage-
ment the numbers of the British regulars and
militia had never reached three hundred, over
two hundred of whom now retreated, and
formed in front of Vromont's battery, there to
await reinforcements—while Gen. Van Ran-
selaer, considering the victory as complete,
crossed over in order to give directions about
fortifying the camp which he intended to oc-
cupy in the British territory, and then recrossed
to liasten the sending over reinforcements,

The position of the parties was now thus:
The Americans occupied the heights at Queen-
ston, with a force, certainly, exceeding eight
hundred, and General Van Ranselaer admits,as
will be seen in his letter to General Dearborn,
that * a number of boats now crossed over,
unannoyed, except by the one unsilenced
gun,” consequently more troops were hourly
arriving. .

Early in the _afternoon, a body of about
fity Mohawks, under Norton and young
Brant, advanced through the woods, took up
a position in front, and a very sharp skirmish
ensucd, which ended in the Indians retiring
on the reinforcements which had now begun
to arrive from Fort George. This reinforce-
ment consisted of three hundred and eighty
rank and file of the 41st regiment, and Capta.
James Crook’s and McEwen’s flank compan-
ies of the 1st Lincoln; Capts. Nellis’ and W,
Crook’s flank companies of the 4th Lincoln ;
Hall's, Durand’s and Applegarth’s companies
of the 5th Lincoln ; (Camcron’s, Heward’s and
Chisholm’s flank companies of the York Mili-
tia;) Major Merritt's Yeomanry corps, and a
body of Swayzee's Militia artillery, numbering
in all between three and four hundred men. A
short time afterwards, Col. Clark of the Militia,
arrived from Chippewa, with Capt. Bullock's
company of the 41st; Capts. R. Hamilton's
and Row's flank companies of the 2nd Lin-
coln, and volunteer Scdentary Militia.

The whole British and Indian force thus
assembled, did not amount to more than one
thousand rank and file, of whom barely five
hundred and sixty were regulars. The artil-
lery consisted of two three-pounders, under
the command of Lieutenant Crowther of the
41st. The Indians now mustered, perhaps,
one hundred men.

After carefully reconnoitring, Gen. Sheaffe,
who had now assumed the command, com-
menced the attack by an advance of his left
flank,composed of the light company of the 41st,
under Lieut. and Adjutant M‘Tntyre, supported
by a body of militia and Indians, and a com-
pany of colored men under Capt. Runchey,
Aftera volley, the bayonet wasresorted to, and
the Americans right drivenin. The main body
now advanced under cover of the fire from the
two three-pounders, and after a short conflict
forced the Americans over the first ridge of the

heights to the road leading from Queenston to
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the Falla. Here, finding themselves unsup-
ported from the opposite side,except by the fire
from the American batteries they surrendered,
with the exception of a few who had thrown
themselves down a steep ravine. James says
“ they threw themselves over the precipice, as
if heedless of the danger, and many must have
perished in theflood. Others, no doubt, swam
across ; and some escaped in the few boats
that remained entire, or whose crews could be
persuaded to approach the Canadian shore.”
‘We have, however, a positive assurance from
Capt. John MacMicking, that this was not the
case, and that two only lost their lives by
being forced over the cliffs ; the reports, also,
that have been 8o industriously circulated, of
the Indians lining the banks and firing on the
fugitives, are, according to the same suthority,
equally unfounded. The numbers, according
to James under General Wadsworth, (who had
been left in command by General Van Ranse-
laer, when he recrossed to hurry over rein-
forcements)) who now laid down their arms,
amounted to seventy-two officers and cight
hundred and fifty-cight rank and file, exlusive
of two full boat loads previously taken. This
sccount agrees with the statement of Mr.
Hepburn, of Chippewa, who alleges that
the return of prisoners given in by him
was a trifle over nine hundred and fifty
men.

The British loss amounted to sixteen killed,
and about scventy wounded, making with the
doss in the morning a sum total of about one
hundred and fifty killed and wounded. The
American losa,it is not 8o easy toarrive at ; one
writer (Mr. Thompson), states the number as
minety killed and eighty-two wounded; ano-
ther, Dr. Swith, in his history of the United
States* saye, *in the course of the day eleven
hundred troops, regulars and militia, passed
into Canada from Lewiston, very few of whom
returned.” In the Albany Gazette, at the
conclusion of a most accurate account of the
battle, tbe number that crossed is fixed at six-
teen hundred, of whom nine hundred were
regulars. This last statement seems the more
probable when we remember that General
Van Ranselaer admits eight hundred as over,
- before he sent for the first reinforcements, and
that the boats were crossing all the morning

® Volume 8, p. 200.

almort undisturbed. This would give a loss
of over six hundred killed and wounded, and
the number seems by no means improbable
when we remember that three boats were cut
to pieces, and that the loss in crossing in the
morning was very heavy.

The question now naturally arises, why @id
not General Van Ranselacr send over more
troops, when he found General Sheaffe receiv-
ing reinforcements, 80 a8 to retamn his supe-
riority in numbers f An answer to this will be
found in his dexpatch to General Dearborn, in
which a most ludicrous picture is drawn of
the behaviour ofthe American militia at Lewis-
ton, the more remarkable from the fact of these
being the very men who, only two days pre-
viously, were determined on an invasion of
Canada, without waiting for orders from their
commanding officer. *“The ardor of the unen-
gaged troops,” says theGeneral, * had entirely
subgided.” Why? asks the reader! Their
wounded comrades had passed over, had dee-
cribed the charge of the “ green-tigers™ and
militia in the morning, and had warned them
what they might expect if they came in contact
with troops infuriated at the loss of their be-
loved General. Ingersol says: * Riding among
the miscreant militia, with some of their officers
and Judge Peck to second him, the disheart-
ened and disgusted General Van Ranselaer in
vain tried to prevail on them to passthe river,
and secure the victory won; one-third would
do it, he assured them. But neither reason,
order, persuasion, nor shame had any effect.”
“Fifteen hundred able-bodied men,” says Gen,
Armstrong, *“ well armed and cquipped,shortly
before clamorous with prowess and untamea-
ble spirits, now put on the mask of lawfulness
to hide their cowardice.” Col Van Ranselaer
observes :—* The panic had become 50 gene-
ral that but a small portion of our army could
be prevailed on to cross, The remainder, to
their eternal shame, be it raid, instead of lend-
ing their aid to sustain their gallant brethren
in their victorious career, stood passively and
saw them cut up, and captured in the end by
a force amounting to about one-third of their
united number.” .

These hard expressions, be it remembered,
are none of our choosing; they are the senti-
nents of American writers, and of writers, too,
who were anxious to palliate the mirdeeds of
that day. Itis not a little remarkable how
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Gencral Wilkingon, with the evidence of thes
passages before him, could pen the following:

“The names of the officers who accom-
panied Colonel Van Ranselaer in this hard)
enterprise deserve to be engraved on the scrol!
of fame, for surmounting obstacles almost in-
superable, in the fuce of a determined enemy.
under a heavy fire, and dislodging and pursu
ing a superior force, conxisting of two compa
nies of the 49th British Regiment, advantage-
ously posted, with an suxiliary body of militia
and Indians. It was indeed a display ofintre-
pidity rarcly exhibited, in which the conduct
and executivn were equally conspicuous,

¢ Here true valour, 8o often mistaken for
snimal courage, was attested by an appeal to
the bayonet, which decided the contlict with-
out a shot. It must not be forgotten that two
hundred and twenty-tive men accomplished
what six hundred were intended to achieve,
and the reader will bear in mind, that with
the single exception of Colonel Van Ranselacr,
it was the first military combat in which either
men or officers had been engaged. Underall
the circamstances, and on the scale of the
operations, the impartial soldier and compe-
tent judge will name this brilliant affair the
ok¢f d'auore of the war.”

If this affair, resultirg in unconditional sur-
render, is to be comsiderced as the chef d'@uzre
of the war, we are at a loss in what light the
capitulation of Detroit is to be viewed. The
passages following are still inore remarkable.
“ Yet we heard of no mark of distinction, no
honorary promiotions on the occasion ;* the
efficacy of brevets had not then been discov-
ered, nor had it become n:cessary to cover
the disgrace of the Cabinet, by raising up idols
for the adoration of the people. It is true,
complete success did not ultimately crown this
enterprise, but two great ends were obtained
for the country. It re-established the charac-
ter of the American army, and deprived the
enemy, by the death of Brock, of the best
officer that has headed their troops in Canada
throughout the war, and with his loss put an
end to their brilliant carcer,”—as was immedi-
ately exemplified by the still more unfortunate,
because ridicalous attenpt, by Gen. Smyth.

® Error! Geuerul Van Ranselaer who was only Brever
Major Genernl was contirurd as Major Genenl. for his
d-lnmn-nul gallsniry mund punhic sgarit. m the o iliary
service of h's country, especially dnnng the late war ot
the Nugar frontier.—tip. A.A.M.

The absurdity into which General Wilkin-
+on's patriotism has here hurried him, ir on
4 par with that of vome of the veracious his-
.ories put forth by sundry American authors.

Onc writer,(Thompson,) in his account of the
affuir in the morning, makes the Americans
-hree hundred and twenty strong, “entirely
routes the British 49th regiment of six hun-
dred strong, and ursues them up the heighta”
Not satixfied with quadrupling the numbers
of the 49th, he adds—* part of the 41st were
acting with the 49th, both of which regiments
diatingnished themselves under the same com-
mander in Europe : and the latter had obtain-
ed the title of the Egyptian Invincibles,
because they had never, ox ANY 0CCASION
BEFORE, been known to give ground.”

One man of the 41st was present in the
morning, Lientenant Crowther—and he was
the sole representative of the regiment on the
occasion,

Another writer, Dr. Smith, like his friend
Mr. Thompson, also introduces the * whole
49th regiment, six hundred strong,” adding,
“They mutually resorted to the bayonet;
and, after a bloody conflict, the famoux lnvm—
cibles yiclded to the superior energy of their
antagonists, although so far inferior in num-
ber” We have, however, given extracts
enough to show how entirely regardless of
truth and facts the greater number of the
American historians are, and how they have
stooped, not only to distort, but actually to
invent. “These,” says James, ‘“are the de-
lusions so industriously practised upon the
American people. No wonder then, that those
among them who have never been beaten into
a contrary opinion, still fancy they are pos-
sessed of the powess of demi-gods.  What, by
way of example, can show this more clearly
than the letter from Licut. Col. John Chrystie,
of the 18th, to Gencral Cushing, the Adjutant
Goneral. This letter begins, * In obedience
to orders of the 8th inst., requiring from me
a particulur statement in relation to the affair
at Queenston, I have the honor to transmit
a journal of the incidents connected with that
affur, which FELL UNDER MY ORSERVATION.”

It 1s difficult to account for a man, holding
high rank in the service, deliberately penning
a falsehood, especially when its refutation

was 50 easy, with so many actors on that
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bloody stage, at hand, and ready to mnote the
untruth, we must therefore ascribe the follow-
ing passage in his “particular statement,” to
& diseased imagination. * QUr WHOLE FORCE
UNDER ARMS AT THE TIME, (about two, P. M.)
WAS LESS THAN THREE HUNDRED, with but one
piece of artillery, and not a dozen rounds for
it; yct T am well persuaded a retreat much
lessa surrender, was not thought of ; and that
the troops were in fact in as high spirits as if
we had heen superior.” The absurdity of this
is too glaring, when we remember that half an
hour after the exhibition of * high spirits”
these very gallant soldicrs broke and fled like
»0 many sheep before a force slightly inferior.

‘We have now shewn the principal events of
the 18th, and propose to
giveand compare the de-
spatches of the opposing
Generals to their rerpective commanding offi-
cers, “From Major Gencral Sheaffe to Sir
George Prevost.™

Despaiches from the
two commanding offi-
cers compared.

Fort George, Oct. 18, 1~12.

Sir,—I have the honor of informing your
Excellency, that the enemy made an attack
with considerable force, thix morning, before
day light, on the position of Queenstown. On
receiving intelligence of it, Major Gen. Brock
immediately proceeded to that post, and T am
excessively grieved in having to add, that he
fell whilst gallantly cheering his troops to an
exertion for maintaining it. With him the
position was lost; but the enemy was not al-
lowed to retain it long, reinforcements having
been sent up from this post, composed of regu-
lar troops, militia, and  Indians: a movement
was made (o turn his left, while some artillery,
under the able direction of Capt. Holcroft, sup-
ported by a body of infantry, engaged his at-
tention in front. This direction was aided, too,
by the judicious position which Norton, and
the Indians with him, had taken on the woody
brow of the high ground above Queenston.

*“A communication being thus opened with
Chippewa, a junction was formed of succours

® From General Van Ransclaer, to the Ameri-

can Secretary of War.

Head Quarters, Lewiston, Oct. 14th, 1812,

8ir,—As the movements of this Army under

my conmand, eince I had lust the honor to addrers
you on the 8th, have heen of a very important
character, producing consequences seriousto many
fodividuals ; establishing facts actually connected
with the iuterest of the service and the safety of
the army ; and as I stand pr tly reaponsibl
for some of these consequences, 1 beg leave to
explain to you. sir, and through you to my country,
the situation and circumstances in which 1 have
bad to act, and the reazone and matives which
governed me, and if the resultis not all that might

have been wished, itsis such that, when the whol- !

ground shall be viewed, I ahall cheerfully submit
myself to the judgment of my country.

In my letter on the 8th instant, 1 apprised you
that the crisis in this campaign wax mpidly advan.
cing; und that (to repel the same) * the Llow
must be soon struck. or all the toil and expense
of the campaign will go for nothing, for the whole
will be tinged with dishonor.”

Uunder such impressions, T had, on the 5th
instant, written to Brig. General Smyth, of the
United States forces, requesting an interview with
bim, Major General Hall, and the dants

excite a strong disposition in the troops to act.
This was expressed to me through various chan-
nels, in the shape of an alternative; that they
must have orders to act, or at all hazards they
would go home. I forhear here commenting upon
the obvioua consequences, to me personally, of
longer withholding my orders under such circum-
stances, hd

I tind a conference with , a8 to the possi-
bhility of getting some person to pass over into
Canada, and obtain correct information. On the
morning of the 4th, he wrote to me that he had
procured the man, who bore his letter to go over,
Tustructions were given him: he passed over,
and ohtained snch information as warmnted an
immedinte attack. This was confidently com-
municated to reveral of my first officers, and
produced great zeal to act; more especially as it
might have a controlling effect upon the movement
at Detroit, where it was supposed that General
Brock had gone with all the force he dared to
spare from the Niagara frontier. The best pre-
parations in my power were, therefore, made to
dislodge the encmy from the heights of Queens-
town, and possess ourselves of the village, where
the troops might be sheltered from the distressing
inclemency of the weather.

of regiments, for the purpose of couferring vpon
the sulject of future operations. I wrote Mujor
General Hall to the same purport.  On the 11th
I had received no answer from Gen. 8myth; but
in a note tone of the 10th, General Hall inention-
ed that General Smyth had not yet then agreed
upon any day for the consultation,

In the mean time, the partinl guccess of Lieu-
tenant Elliot at Bluck Rock (of which however, 1
bave received no official inforwation) began to

nt Colonel Fleming's flying artillery,
and n detachment of regular troops under his com-
miand, were ordered to be up in season from Fort
Niagara. Orders were also gent General Smyth
to send down from Buffulo euch detachments of
his brignde as existing circumatances in that vici-
nity might warrant, The attack was to be made
at three o'clock on the morning of the 11th, by
crosging over in boate from the o'd ferry opposite
the heights. To avoid any embarrassment in
crossing theriver, (which is here a sheet of violent
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that had been ordered from that post. The
enemy was then attacked, and, after a short,
bat spirited conflict, was completely defeated.
I had the satisfaction of receiving the aword of
their commander, Brigadier General Wads-
worth, on the field of battle, and many offi-
cers, with nine hundred men, were made pris-
oners, and more may yet be expected. A
stand of colors and one six-pounder, were
also taken. The action did not termin-
ate till nearly three o'clock in the afternoon,
and their loss, in killed and wounded, must
have been considerable. Ours I belicve to
have been comparatively small in numbers;

no officers were killed besides Major-General |

Brock, one of the most gallant and zealous
officers in his Majesty’s service, whose loss
cannot be too much deplored; and Lieut.-Col.
M'Donell, provincial aide-de-camp, whose gal-
lantry and merit render him worthy of his
chief. Captains Dennis and Williams, com-
manding the flank companies of the 49th

regiment, who were stationed at Queenston,
were wounded, bravely contending at the
head of their men against superior numbers;
but I am glad to have it in my power to add,
that Captain Dennis was fortunately able to
keep the field, though it was with pain and
difficulty, and Captain Williams’ wound is not
likely long to deprive me of Lis service.

“I am particularly indebted to Capt. Hol-
croft, of the royal artillery, for his judicious
and skilful co-operatiovn with the guns and
howitzers under his immediate superintend-
ence; their well-directed fire contributed
matcrially to the fortunate result of the day.

* Captain Derenzy, of the 41st regiment,
brought up the reinforcements of that corps
from Fort (:orge, and Captain Bullock led
that of the same regiment from Chippewa;
and under their commands those detachments
acqnitted themselves in such a manner as to
sustain the reputation which the 41st regiment
had already acquired in the vicinity of Detroit.

eddies,) experienced boatimen were procured, to
take the boats, from the landing below the place
of embarkation. Licutenant Sim was conridered
the man of the greatest skill for this service ; he
went ahead, and, in the extreme darkness, passed
the intended place far up the river; and there, in
the most extraordinary manner, fastened his bout
to the shore, aud abandoned the detachient.
In this front boat he had carried nearly all the
oars, which were prepared for the boats.  In this
agonizing dilemma stood officers and men, whose
ardor had not cooled by exposure through tie
night, to one of the most tremendous north-east
storms, which continued unubated for twenty-vight
hours, and deluged the whole camp. Colonel
Van Ranselaer was to have commauded the de-
tachment.

After this result T had hoped thatthe patience
of the troops would have continued, until I cou