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(Revised 8/ 4/ 53) · 

In accordance with DCID 4/ l, paragraph 3, the following list 
in order of priority of critical national intelligence objectives, with 
respect to the USSR and its Satellit~s (includi~g Communist China) 
is 1established; so the highest priority shall be'given to the collec­
tion of information and to the p~oduction of intellig~nce concerning 
Soviet· and Satellite capabilities and·. intentions for: 

1. taking direct military action against the Continental 
Unite.d States; · · 

2.. taking dir.~ct .. military aetion, ·~rnPi~ying USSR and 
Satellite Armed ·Forces, againljt vital l:f. s. possessions, areas 
peripheral to the Soviet Orbit, and Western Europe; 

3. conductiii.g clandestine attack 'Qy mass destruction weapons 
against the Continental ·united States, vit.al U.S. possessions, areas 
peripheral to the Sovi~t Orbit; anQ. Wes tern Europe; 

,· 

4. interfering with u. s. strategic air attack; 

5. · interferin.g with U.S .. movement of men and material by 
water transport; 

6. production and stockpiling, including location of instal­
lations and facilities, of atomic and relef.te4. we.apons, other critiCal 
weapons and equipment; and critical transportation equipment; 

7. Crea°Ung situations ·anywhere fo the world dangerO,Ufl to. 
U.S. national security, short of commitment of Soviet and Satellite 
Armed Forces, including foreign direct.ed ~al>otage and espi()~ge 
objectives; 

8. interfering ~~th U.S. political,. psychological and economic 
courses of acti9n for the achievement of critical U.S. aims and 
objectives. 
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